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ILLINOIS ORNITHOLOGICAL SocIETY 

President's Message 

As we look at ways to i mprove IOS' offerings to our mem

bership, it struck me that a significant part of our membership 

is interested in international birding, a topic we do not touch in 

the Meadow lark. 

Many of our members travel abroad on business and for 

pleasure. Some of our members take birding trips abroad every 

year. ln recent months members have returned from birding trips 

to Europe, the Caribbean, Africa, Mexico and Central America, 

among other regions for which I'm not aware. The 2004 ABA 

List Report l ists more than half a dozen Illinois birders with 

World l i sts exceeding 2500. Our professional members conduct 

biodiversity assessments in South America and conduct field 

work in Africa and China. 

For several years IOS has run trips to Mexico and Costa Rica 

under the leadership of active members Dave Johnson and Chris 

Williamson. These trips were well-received. 

My question to you the members is should we continue to run 

international birding tours? Should we include international con

tent in the Meadow lark and in Wings Over the Prairie? Do you 

want to read about what scientists from Illinois are doing i n  

other countries? 

We would appreciate your input. Please respond to either 

me at  mhkiwi@aol.com or to our Chief Editor, Sheryl De Vore 

at sheryl .devore@comcr.st.net. We look forward to hearing 

from you about this matter as well as others you think are 

important to the Illinois Ornithological Society. 

Good birding. 

Michael Hogg 

President 

MHKiwi@aol.com 



Letter from the Editor 

On writing letters 
As l write this letter, the McHenry County 

Board was in the throes of deciding whether to 
rezone property at Harmony H i ll Road in  
McHenry County from agriculture to estate dis
trict. The rezoning would allow the building 
of homes on what is now a former horse farm 
with woodland and f ields of crops-the habitat 
where a pair of Swainson's Hawks, endangered 
in Illinois, have just nested and reared two 
young, for the second year. (See Bob and Anita 
Morgan's fascinating article in this issue about 
these birds. )  

What can you do? Write letters. Call folks on 
the phone. Write more letters. Make copies of 
this article and send it to the McHenry County 
Board with a letter. Maybe by the time you read 
this, it will be too late, but let them know how 
you feel anyway. Let them know you care. 

To get you started, here's the address and 
phone number of McHenry County Board: 
McHenry County Government Center, 2200 
North Seminary Ave, Woodstock, IL 60098 (8 1 5 )  
334-4000. Ken Koehler i s  the chairman. You can 
find the board members' home phones and office 
phones at this Web site: http ://www.co.mchen
ry. ii. us/County Brd/ default.asp 

Consider that the Swainson's Hawk may very 
well soon be on the extirpated l ist of breeding 
birds of lllinois, as the Swainson's Warbler l ike
ly is, as other birds one day might likely be. 

We are all very busy. We love watching birds; 
what little time we have is spent watching the 
birds we love. But what about spending five 
minutes right now doing something for the birds 
- write a letter about the Swainson's Hawks or 
about any other bird species you think is losing 
ground in l l l inois to someone who makes deci
sions about policies that affect them. Tt's easy to 
do so today - if  you've got internet. The only 
way we know if we can make a difference is by 
trying. I 'm writing my letter as soon as I' m done 
with this one. 

� t1e-11� 
shery I .devore@comcast .net 

Copyrighti!'' by the 1 llinois Ornithological Society. 
No part of this journal may be reproduced without 
the written permission of IOS and the chief editor, 
except brief passages of a paragraph or less in which 
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Observations on nesting 
Swainson's Hawks in Il l inois, 

2002-2004 

with comments on their conservation and future 

S wainson's H awks ( Buteo 
swainsoni) have a wide breeding 
distribution in North America with 
the main range extending north to 
Alaska and south to Mexico; west to 
California, and east to Minnesota, 
Kansas and Iowa (Johnsgard 1 990). 
Extraordinary to this main pattern is 
the small isolated enclave in north
ern I l l inois-the only regular breed
ing location east of the M ississippi 
River, and some 565 km (350 miles) 
from the main area. 

Although there are i solated 
breeding records for I l l inois in 
1875, 1 900, 1 947 and 1 958,  (Bohlen 
1989 and Kleen et a l .  2004), it was 
not until 1 973  that a population of 
five nesting pairs was discovered 
in Kane County (Keir and Wilde 
1976). In 1 983 , J oe Milosevich 
found four nests in the same area 
(Bohlen 1 989). This population has 
persisted until present (see Breeding 
Season Reports in Meadowlark), but 
no detailed survey has been con
ducted since 1 983 .  

In  2002 we  decided to  conduct 
fieldwork in Kane and McHenry 
counties to determine the n umber of 
pairs in Illinois and their breeding 
success. Fieldwork began 1 2  July 
2002. We made I 0 visits to the area 
(see definition below) ending 28  

Swainson '.1· Hawk drmving hy  Brian 
K. Willis. 
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September. Jn 2003 , we made 1 5  
v isi ts between 1 8  April and 7 
September. In 2004, we made six
teen visits between 24 April 24 and 
I 9 September. 

We searched an area of 95 km2 
(37 square miles) that consisted of 
rolling hills dominated by a mixed 
agricu lture of cornfields, soy beans, 
hayfields and pasture, as well as 
some dairy and horse farms. The 
townships of Marengo in McHenry 
County and Hampshire, Starks and 
Huntley in Kane County bound the 
area we searched. This area is shown 
in the Swainson's Hawk map for 
the Jl/inois Breeding Bird Atlas 
(Kleen et al. 2004). Hedgerows and 
small woodlots border the farm 
fields and provide nest sites; how
ever, this area is rapidly changing 
with housing developments taking 
up ever-increasing acreage, and 
land-for-sale signs springing up 
everywhere. 

Our method of fieldwork con
sisted of driving along al l  the roads 
in our study area between 9 a.m. and 
5 p .111. We concentrated on looking 
for soaring birds and stopped at 
numerous vantage points to scan the 
sky, although road conditions made 
it impossible to stop at all suitable 
sites. We found it impractical to 
look for perched Swainson's Hawks, 
as these birds can be well hidden. 
In suitable weather, Swainson 's 
H awks spend a great deal of time 

by Robert and Anita Morgan 

soaring and can be observed up to a 
mile away. Even if we could not 
immediately ident ify a distant soar
ing hawk, it eventually gave away 
some clues that helped clinch 
identification. Compared with Red
tailed H awks (Buteo jamaicensis), 
Swainson's Hawks have long nar
row wings and hold their wings in 
a distinct dihedral position. They 
rock and teeter like a Turkey Vulture 
(Cat/wries auru ) .  

Within close range the distinc
tive pl umage differences of the 
Swainson 's Hawk can be observed. 
Intermediate or dark morph Swain
son's Hawks are much more diff i
cult to identify. These are much 
rarer than light phases throughout 
North America; however, one of the 
fledged young from a northeastern 
I llinois nest we found in 2004 was 
in an intermediate or dark phase 
plumage. This juvenile was quite 
different from all the others we had 
seen. Tt had dark underwings and 
body (the wing coverts were slightly 
paler than the flight feathers) and 
the tail was dark with contrasting 
pale undertail coverts. The plumage 
was very similar to the juvenile dark 
morph photograph SH I 3 in Wheeler 
and Clark, 1 995 .  

When we found a soaring 
Swainson 's Hawk we followed i t  as 
it quartered the sky, going a mile to 
the east, turning, going a mile to the 
south, to the north, turning and so 
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on. This flight behavior sometimes 
continued for over an hour and often 
the hawk wou ld  drift away. We 
would take a compass bearing, and 
using the Delorme map, would get 
in the car and fol low it. Eventually 
these sightings bui l t  up a pattern 
that narrowed down the location of a 
nest. For example, from an in i tial 
sighting of a soaring Swainson's 
Hawk it took us five more visits 
over 14 days unti I a nest s ite was 
located 4.5 km (2. 8  miles) away. 

Between 2002 and 2004 we 
found six nest sites (Table I). Three 
of the same sites were occupied for 
three years, two of the same 
sites for two years, and one 
site we found only in 2004 
(which could have been 
active earlier, but was j ust 
recently found). 

storms, and in two other cases in 
2003 the losses involved predators, 
presumably Great Horned Owl s 
(Buho virginianus). I n  one case a l l  
that remained of two nestlings was a 
cl ump of feathers on the ground 
below the nest. In the other, the 
body of a well-grown nestl ing was 
found below the nest with the head 
and chest muscles missing. Great 
Horned Owls are major competitors 
for nest s ites with Swainson's 
Hawks (Dunkle 1 977) .  After early 
season failures, Swainson's Hawks 
will re-nest, and two instances in 
2003 showed one re-nest about 300 

m (3 30 yards) farther along the 
hedgerow from the orig inal s ite, 
whi le the other re-nest was some 
2 .41  km ( 1.5 miles) away. 

Arrival and Departure 
The maj ority of Swainson's 

Hawks winter on the pampas of 
Argentina, with only small numbers 
wintering in other parts of South 
and Central America (England, et 
a l . ,  1 997). A few winter in central 
Cal ifornia ( Herzog, 1 996) and 
southern F lorida (Stevenson and 
Anderson, 1 994). Sate l lite tracking 
by the Raptor Center at the 

Universi ty of Minnesota 
shows that Swainson 's 
Hawks leave the Argentina 
wintering grounds about 
mid-March to travel the 
9,600 km (6,000 miles) jour
ney back to North America 
(www.raptor.cvm.umn.edu) . 
Arrival dates vary by region, 
and in I l l inois we observed 
our first birds 1 8  April 2003 
and 24 April 2004. These 
Swainson's Hawks began 
pair formation and nest 
building almost immediately. 

Table 1 shows that no site 
was able to rear young in 
each year, although four sites 
reared two or more young 
over the three-year period. 
Each year the total of young 
rai sed to flying remained 
about the same - between 
three and four young birds. 
Losses were usually due to 
unknown causes, but in at 
least two cases in 2003, nests 
were abandoned after severe 

Swainson �- Hawk near Huntley Mall, Kane County. 
31 May 2005. Photo hy Arlene Koziol. 

The birds leave in August 
and September with the lat
est observation 2 1  Septem
ber in 2002, 7 September i n  

Table I: Swainson 's Hawk nest sites and  productivity for  Kane and McHenry counties, Illinois, 2002-04. 

SITE NAME COUNTY 2002 2003 2004 TOTAL YOUNG 
FLEDGED/SITE 

Huntley Mall Kane 1 adult hunting 1 fledged Pair nested, 
from re-nest no young seen 

Starks Kane 2 young fledged 2 young No b irds 2 
predated in nest 

Hampshire Kane 1 young fledged 2 young fledged Pair present, 3 
no nest located 

Getty Road McHenry No birds seen Pair failed, Pair present, 0 
re-nested and no nest located 
fai led again 

Harmony McHenry No birds seen No birds seen 2 young fledged 2 

Coral McHenry 1 young fledged I young 1 young fledged 2 
predated in nest 

TOTAL: 
YOUNG FLEDGED/YEAR 4 3 3 10 

Volume 14, Number 2 43 



2003 and I 9 September in 2004. 
These dates are later than the 3 
September date given by Bohlen, 
1 989 .  Arrival on the wintering 
grounds of Argentina is mid
November as shown by satel lite
tracked birds from the University of 
Minnesota. At present, the precise 
wintering grounds of the Illinois 
population remain unknown. 

Nest Sites 
We have observed seven nests 

in the following trees: Box Elder 
(Acer negundo) (3) ,  Bur Oak 
(Quercus macrocarpa) (2), White 
Oak (Quercus alba) ( 1 ) , and Willow 
(Salix spp.) (1). The B ox Elder and 
Willow nests were situated low in 
the tree about 4.6-7 .6 m ( 1 5 -25 feet) 
high. The B ur Oak and White Oak 
nests were about 1 5  m (50 feet) 
high. These heights are approxi
mate, as we did not climb up to any 
of the nests. The nest trees were in 
hedgerows (5) or small woodlots (2). 

Productivity 
The earliest and latest dates we 

initially observed fledged young 
were 24 July 2004 and 7 September 
2003 , respectively. The mean date 
for young to be seen out of the nest 
was 8 August ( 1 3  August if the re
nest of 2003 is included). Over the 
three-year study, a total of 1 0  flying 
young were observed from 1 1  pairs 
ofSwainson's Hawks known to have 
nested (Table 1 ) .  This means that 
at minimum, the productivity was 
0.909 young/pair or a total of 3 .33  
young fledged/year. 

In  2003 and 2004 we started 
observations early enough to cover 
the entire nesting cycle. We docu
mented that out of seven nesting 
attempts from f ive pairs in 2003, 
only two nests were successful 
(28 .6%), rearing a total of three 
young (average 0.43 young/nest 
attempt) . In 2004 two nesting 
attempts out of three were success
ful (67%), rearing three young 
(average 1 .00 young/nest attempt). 
This result is the same productivity 
reported for Kane County Swain
son 's Hawks in 1 97 3  (Keir and 
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Wilde, 1 976), when f ive pairs pro
duced f ive fledged young, and 
similar to Swainson's Hawks in 
southeast Washington State and 
North Dakota, which fledged 1 . 1 1  
and 1 . 55  young/nest, respectively 
(Bechard 1 98 3  and Gi lmer and 
Stewart 1 984). 

Nest Density 

and Dispersion 
Searching the study area of 952 

km (37 square miles) we found f ive 
pairs of Swainson 's Hawks in 2003 
and 2004Ca density of 0 .053 
pairs/km2. This nest density is simi
lar to North Dakota (Gilmer and 
Stewart 1 984 ). In other studies 
Swainson's Hawks nesting density 
varied from as low as .0009 
pairs/km2 in Washington State 
(Bechard, 1 980), to 0. 1 0  pairs/km2 
in Utah (Bosakowski, et al . ,  1 996). 
Home ranges for breeding Swain
son 's Hawks vary according to 
habitat and food supply. Bechard 
( 1 982) recorded an average home 
range of 886 ha (range 602- 1 ,282 
ha), Fitzner (1977) 980ha (both 
Washington State), and Estep ( 1 989) 
2760 ha (California). 

Individual hawks may forage at 
great distances from the nest. The 
farthest distances from the nest we 
found hawks foraging were 5 .7 1 
km. (3 .57  miles), with two other 
occasions over 4 km. (2 .5  miles) . In 
California, Estep ( 1 989) noted that 
Swainson's Hawks expanded their 
foraging range as crops matured to 
up to 1 6  km (9.9 miles) from the 
nest, and Babcock ( 1 995) recorded 
birds traveling up to 22.5 km ( 1 4  
m iles) from the nest. 

In 2003 we found five Swain
son 's Hawks nests not counting 
re-nests. We plotted the distribution 
of nests on a map, measured the 
distance between each nest, and cal
culated the mean nearest neighbor 
distance to be 5 .25 km (3 .26 miles). 
If  we discount the extreme value 
between two of the sites, the remain
ing three nearest-neighbor distances 
were 2 .8  km ( 1 .74 miles) apart, 
similar to values found in North 
Dakota of 2 .3 km. ( 1 .4 miles) (Gil-

mer and Stewart 1 984) and Utah, 
1 . 74 km ( 1 .08 miles) (Bosakowski 
et al . 1 996). 

Behavior 
Throughout the three years of 

fieldwork we observed the behavior 
of Swainson's Hawks. These obser
vations are summarized with regard 
to displaying, agonistic behavior 
and hunting methods. 

Displaying. We saw male 
Swainson's Hawks displaying on a 
number of occasions, often display
ing very high in the air, but also 
at treetop height. A typical display 
involves the male flying up and 
then diving down, and repeating this 
pattern three times in succession. 
These displays can be observed wel l  
into August when the pair has 
fledged young. 

Agonistic Behavior. Swainson 's 
Hawks arrive on the breeding 
grounds in I l l inois around mid
April, long after Red-tailed Hawks 
have claimed their territories and 
built their nests. In a study of breed
ing Red-tailed Hawks and 
Swainson's Hawks in north-central 
Oregon, Janes ( 1 994) found that the 
late arrival of Swainson 's Hawks led 
to competition for territory between 
the two species. He recorded partial 
territory loss by Red-tailed Hawks 
to Swainson's Hawks in about one
third of the thirty-three territories 
studied in Oregon. Janes noted that 
territory loss occurred within one to 
three days after the arrival of 
Swainson's Hawks, and that 
Swainson's Hawks were the aggres
sors 82% of the time in site-specific 
encounters. Janes ( 1 994) speculated 
that Swainson's Hawks were able 
to displace Red-tailed Hawks due to 
their ability to gain a higher position 
more rapidly and initiate an attack. 

In Ill inois we noted a few 
instances of agonistic behavior 
between Red-tailed Hawks and 
Swainson's Hawks, but less than 
we anticipated. The most aggressive 
encounter we observed was between 
a male Swainson's Hawk and a pair 
of perched adult Red-tailed Hawks 
high in a large pylon. The Swain-
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son's l-L1wk dived and screamed at 
them with talons extended for more 
than 30 minutes .  The Red-tai l ed 
Hawks ignored h im and eventually 
the Swainson's H awk gave up. We 
soon found that thi s  Swainson 's 
Hawk had a nest I 00 m ( 1 10 yards) 
away with a newly fledged young. 

Hunting. Swainson's Hawks 
spend a considerable amount of 
time soaring, often at great altitude. 
While their soaring serves other 
purposes, such as adverti sing the 
occupancy of a territory and looking 
for potential enemies, it is also their 
main hunting method. Swainson 's 
H awks wi ll often hang in the wind 
and hover as Red-tail ed Hawks do to 
scan the ground below. When prey 
is sighted the hawks descend, often 
checking and continuing to hover 
unti l the strike is launched, and then 
the bird plummets to the ground 
with talons outstretched. 

A variation of this hunting 
method can be seen when the hay
fields are cut. Swainson's Hawks 
will fly low over hayfields that are 
being cut and follow a tractor to 
pounce on small m ammals that 
are flushed. After the hayfields have 
been cut, it is possible to sec 
Swainson 's H awks land in the 
hayfie ld and stalk prey on foot. We 
watched a pair of adult hawks for 
90 minutes stalking prey in this 
manner. The hawks sat still for a 
long time and then suddenly raised 
their wings and ran with legs out
stretched to catch prey, presumably 
an insect. Interestingly, two juve
niles were perched in nearby trees 
but did not join in with the parents. 
Johnson et al. ( 1 987) recorded simi
lar ground feeding by Swainson's 
Hawks in Idaho, and pellet analysis 
showed grasshoppers to be the main 
prey i tern. 

Swainson 's H awks readily feed 
on flying insects, too. Throughout 
our fieldwork we recorded numer
ous instances between June and 
August of both adult and j uven i l e  
hawks catching insects on  the w ing 
in the manner of a M ississippi Kite 
(ktinia mississippiensis) .  Swain
son's Hawks fly up or dip down to 
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t:ike an insect with the talons and 
then eat the prey while flying .  In late 
summer in Kane and McHenry 
counties, there arc large numbers of 
dragonfl ies on the wing. Dragon
flies have been shown to be an 
important food for wintering 
Swainson 's H awks in  Argentina 
(Jaramil l o  l 993 , Rudolph and 
Fi sher 1 993). Only very occasional
ly have we observed Swainson's 
Hawks adopt the perch and scan 
technique employed commonly by 
Red-tailed Hawks and other buteos. 

The importance of insects in the 
diet of lllinois Swainson's Hawks is 
unknown at thi s  time. M ammalian 
prey is  certainly important and we 
have observed male hawks bringing 
unidentified smal l  mammals  to 
females incubating eggs or guarding 
nestlings. A variety of vertebrate 
prey has been recorded as important 
for Swainson 's Hawks diets, such as 
gophers ( Thomomys talpoides), 
ground squirrels (Spermophilus 
richanlsonii and S. tridecemlinea
tu.1'), rats, mice, voles and occasion
ally, birds and reptiles (Bent l 937, 
Bechard 1 983 ,  Gilmer and Stewart 
l 984, Johnsgard 1990). 

The Future 
The Swainson's Hawk i s  on the 

lllinoi s  Endangered Species List B .  
See http://dnr. state . ii.us/espb/date-
1 ist.htm. Their  breeding grounds in 
Kane and McHenry counties have 
been li sted as a top s ite for Audu
bon's I l 1 inois Important B ird Areas 
program (http : //www.habitatpro
ject.org). 

There is grave concern over the 
future of Swainson 's H awks in Kane 
and McHenry counties of Tllinois. 
Recent articles in  the Chicago Trib
une (Wronski, 2003) and Chicago 
Wi lderness (Spencer 2004) give 
detai l s  of plans to develop this region 
over the next few years, estimating 
the popu lation of Hampshire to 
expand from 3 ,800 to 52,000. If this 
development goes unchecked and 
does not leave significant areas for 
Swainson 's Hawks to hunt and nest 
undisturbed, these hawks could be 
lost from l ll inois .  

Due to populat ion dec l i nes 
caused by hab i tat destruction, 
reduction in i ts main prey species 
and pesticide use, Swainson's H awk 
h as recently been p ut on the 
Audubon Society Watchlist as a 

species  of national con servati on 
concern (http://audubon2 .org/wcb
app/wa tc h 1 i st/v i ew  S p e c  i c s  .j sp? 
id= l 99). 

The popu lation in Central 
Valley, California has been threat
ened by development for many 
years (Estep and Theresa l 992). Jn 
fact, Californ i a  has remaining only 
1 0% of its historic Swainson's Hawk 
population . To mitigate the conflict 
between urban expansion and the 
needs of endangered species, it has 
been proposed that a Regional 
Conservation Plan be implemented 
in Central Val l ey, Californ ia  to 
achieve long-term protection for a 
s ignificant number of breeding 
Swainson's Hawks, as wel l  as allow
ing for controlled urban expansion. 
The Swainson's Hawk Technical 
Advisory Committee i n  Central 
Valley, Cal i fornia  has developed a 
management p l an to ensure the 
survival of the Swainson's Hawk 
that includes ensuring the availabi l i 
ty  of  suitable nesting and foraging 
habitat, and maintenance of forag
ing habitat suitable for hawks. These 
include alfalfa, fallow fields, pas
ture and row crops. (Estep and 
Theresa 1 992, Berry et al. 1998, 
Smallwood 1 995 .) 

It would appear that lll inois has 
similar choices to make to those in 
California's Central Val ley. lf we 
want endangered species such as 
Swainson's Hawks to s urvive in 
Illinois, then conservation of suffi
cient foraging habitat such as hay
fields, pasture and row crops is 
essential .  
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(Jbserv;itions of a Hairy Woodpecker Pair 

in a River Forest backyard 

Ir Dutch Elm Disease has 
a si lver l in ing, it invo lves 
Hairy Woodpeckers (Picoides 
villosu.1·). After elm trees in my 
neighborhood began dying, a 
pa ir  of Hairy Woodpeckers 
established a l ocal terri tory, 
allowing me cl ose-up, year
round views of their  behavior. 
Jn spring 2004, the ir  second 
year of local nesting, l record
ed my observations and 
researched their behavior. The 
fol lowing is a synopsis of what 
r learned while studying the 
Hairy Woodpecker pair. 

Dutch E lm Disease 
reached epidemic levels in the 
Midwest in the 1960s, and, as a 
result, the subtle and previous
ly unrecognized differences in  
feeding behavior of male and 
female Hai ry Woodpeckers 
became evident (Kilham 1965). 
Ki l ham's ( 1965) observation 
that femal e Hai ry Woodpeckers 
favored the disease-causing bark
bcctles, while male Hairy Wood
peckers (and other bird species) 
rarely fed on dying elms, led to a 
systematic study of Hairy Wood
pecker feeding behav ior. 1t is now 
known that female Hairy Wood
peckers feed qu ickly and super
ficially, by pecking or scaling bark 
to reach smaller prey, while male 
Hairy Woodpeckers feed at a slower 
and deeper pace, excavating l arger 
prey from tunnels of one-fourth inch 
or more (Kilham 1965). 

According to Ki lham ( 1966), 
female Hairy Woodpeckers occupy 
thei r  breeding territory in  the fall, 
and take the lead in winter courtship 
when the male enters her territory in 
January. They form long-term and 
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f-lai1y U'rmdpecker photo taken in 

l!linois by Mary Kuy Ruhey. 

affectionate bonds, with courtsh ip 
activity prominent in the winter 
months (Kilharn I 960). 

A female Hairy Woodpecker 
returned to my River Forest (Cook 
County) backyard feeders 19 De
cember 2003 after an almost three 
month absence. She made her 
presence known by vocal iz ing and 
drumming on a dead branch, high 
in an elm tree. The male Ha i ry 
Woodpecker was first seen 3 I 
December 2003. The pair then visit
ed my yard together dai ly, but fed 
at different feeders. Apart from 
vocal i zations to one another, no 
part icular closeness was noted 

by Jill Anderson 

between them unti I 17 January 
2004. Arter that, and lasting 
into late Apri l ,  thei r  backyard 
courtship displays were diffi 
cu l t  to  miss. As is typical with 
Hairy Woodpeckers (but unlike 
Downy Woodpeckers), their 
courtsh ip was prolonged, vocal, 
and h ighly visible. 1t involved 
a variety of d isplays and inter
actions. The male and female 
chased each other around tree 
trunks, and from tree-to-tree, 
with much posturing and bil l
waving. 

The male selected a drnm
ming tree on the edge of my 
property. His repeated, dai ly 
drumming was loud enough to 
prompt i nquiri es from neigh
bors two houses away. The 
drumming started about an 
hour after sumise. Although my 
work schedule prevented me 
from consistent observations, 

the drumming seemed to be particu
larly persistent on sunny days. The 
female often called to the male from 
a diseased elm tree approximately 
25 feet from his drumming tree. 
She, too, would drum occasional ly, 
and the male often responded by 
briefly joining her on the elm tree. 
Although they feel on di fferent trees, 
the pair stayed in the same vicinity 
of one another and called to each 
other frequently. The male Hairy 
Woodpecker drilled numerous holes 
in his drumming tree, while the 
female scaled bark on the dying elm 
tree. They were also frequent vis i
tors to a shelled peanut feeder in  my 
backyard. 

The Hairy Woodpeckers were 
observed together unti l 8 May 2004. 
After that, they visited the yard sep-
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arately. In the second week of May, 
the female began to cache raw, 
shelled peanuts. She took s ingle ker
nels from the feeder, flew to a near
by crabappl e  tree, and cached the 
nut beneath scaling bark (two sites) 
or in a knothole. Although these 
areas were her preferred sites, she 
also used a knothole on another 
crabappl e  tree on rare occasions. 
She returned to the feeder and 
repeated her caching procedure up 
to eight times in succession. She 
occasionally dropped a peanut while 
attempting to cache it, but was usu
ally successful in her attempt. I 
wondered i f  thi s  behavior was an 
adaptive response to competition 
from European Starlings, as she 
often cached until chased from the 
feeder, then fed on peanuts from her 
cache. She also cached peanuts at 
dusk, and then fed on them the fol
lowing morning, when activity at 
the feeders was high. During her 
backyard visits, she intermittently 
fed directly from the feeder, but ate 
only one or two peanuts before 
resuming her caching activity. 

The male Hairy Woodpecker fed 
from the sam e  peanut feeder. 
Although starlings chased him from 
the feeder, he never engaged in 
caching behaviors, nor was he 
observed feeding from the female's 
cache. He frequently climbed the 
trunk of the crabapple tree near the 
cache sites, but appeared to ignore 
or not recognize the cache sites. 
Hairy Woodpeckers are known to 
infrequently cache food ( Burchstead 
1 987) ,  but i t  is unknown whether 
females cache more frequently than 
males. 

According to Kilham ( 1 968), 
Hairy Woodpecker interactions are 
subdued while incubating, with the 
female feeding during the early 
morning and late afternoon hours, 
and the male feeding during the day. 
The male stays on the nest overnight 
to defend against predators, and the 
female feeds j ust before and after 
her incubation shift (K ilham 1 968). 
My work schedule provided more 
opportunity to observe the female, 
and little opportunity to observe the 
male, during May. The female was 
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often in the yard before sunri se, and 
was observed in the late afternoon 
or early evening, occasionally as 
l ate as 7 :45 p .m.  Two times in May a 
male and female were seen interact
ing. The first was an apparent alter
cation on 23 May. On this date, the 
female was feeding at 4 :30 p.m. 
when a male appeared and began to 

She took single 

kernels from the 

feeder, flew to 

a nearby cra bapple 

tree, and cached 

t he nut beneath 

scaling bark 

(two sites) or in 

a knothole. 

feed at another feeder. No vocal iza
tion occurred unti l  the female saw 
the male, at which time she erupted 
in a loud and prolonged sputter-cal l ,  
and chased the male from the yard. 
She then returned to the feeder and 
resumed feeding, but appeared agi
tated and repeatedly scanned the 
yard as she fed. Unfortunately, I was 
unable to confirm the identity of the 
male, because I did not get a good 
l ook at the back of the male wood
pecker's head. Hairy Woodpeckers 
have uniquely marked patterns on 
the back of their heads, making 
i dentification of individual birds 
possible ( Kilham 1 960, Eastman 
1 997). On 28 May, a second interac
tion occurred; this time it was a con
firmed interaction between the 
bonded pair. The female was feed
ing at 7:30 p.m. when the male flew 
directly toward where she was feed
i ng. The male did not feed, but 
instead attempted to attract the 
female's attention. He twice circled 
the tree trunk where she was feed
ing, and made repeated call notes. 
The female ignored the male and 
continued feeding, and after two 
minutes, the male flew away. The 

female continued to feed for 1 0  
more minutes, and then left the 
yard. Although the meaning of these 
interactions can't be known for cer
tain , the possibility of a dispute 
over nest-tending responsibilities 
is a definite consideration . 

I made several attempts to locate 
the Hairy Woodpecker's nest, but 
was unsuccessful. The diseased elm 
tree behind my property was used as 
a symbolic nest site (Kilham 1968), 
from which the female drummed 
and beckoned her mate during their 
courtship. It was also the tree that 
both birds flew to upon leaving my 
backyard. From this tree, the birds 
flew south along a railroad embank
ment toward their nest. My search 
was hampered by the fact that trees 
were fully leafed out, and mature 
trees on private property were inac
cessible. Females are known to for
age within earshot of their young, 
continually monitoring the area for 
danger and making frequent visits to 
the nest, while males forage farther 
away but return to the nest with larg
er prey (K ilham 1968). Within their 
home range of five to thirty-five 
acres, Hairy Woodpeckers establish 
a territory between 40- 1 00 feet 
radius from the nest site, and main
tain these ranges and territories 
from year to year (Eastman 1997). 
Given these data, it is presumed that 
the Hairy Woodpeckers nested close 
to my property. 

The Hairy Woodpeckers were 
quiet in early June 2004. The female 
was observed carrying food (a raw, 
shelled peanut) out of the yard on 2 
June. The next week, she began to 
feed on suet, and was seen carrying 
suet out of the yard on two occa
sions. Observations of the female 
ceased between 1 6  June and 30 
June, but sightings of the male 
increased during this time. On 20 
June, the male was observed feeding 
a single juvenile, with a red patch on 
the back of its head. The father and 
its single offspring were observed at 
the backyard feeders daily until 30 
June. The only sightings of the 
female were on the diseased elm 
behind my property. Kilham ( 1 968) 
observed that the division of labor 
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in regard to rearing young ceases 
after fiedging. lndividual fiedglings 
are instead exclusively cared for by 
one parent, and if only one offspring 
survives, rearing is done enti rely by 
one parent. ln 2004, only one juve
ni le fiedgl ing survived, and its care 
was solely assumed by the male. 

in a number of ways. In 2003, the 
female appeared for the first time on 
8 January 2003 , and was observed 
on various trees but never at the 
feeders. No courtship displays were 
noted in 2003, and only the male 
was observed at feeders, at infre
quent interval s, during the month of 

backyard feeder. N o  caching behav
ior was noted in 2003. A fter the 
fledgl ing was able to feed on its 
own , H airy Woodpeckers were 
rarely seen in the yard duri ng the 
summer and fal l  of 2003 . Based on 
these data, it appears that Hairy 
Woodpeckers nested in the v icinity 

of my home in 2003 , 
but the i r  immedi ate 
nesting territory was 
farther away than in 
2004. 

On 30 June, both 
parents and the juvenile 
offspring were 
observed. Confirmation 
of the pair 's i dentity was 
made by head pattern. 
The next day, the female 
resumed her caching 
behavior. Once again ,  
the Hairy Woodpecker 
pair was highly vocal, 
making it easy to moni
tor their arrival in the 
backyard. The male con
tinued to feed with the 
juvenile until mid-July, 
usually at the suet feed
er. When the male 
ceased feeding its off
spring, he resumed vis
its to the peanut feeder. 
I n  late August, the 
female was noted to 
visit the yard less fre
quently, but could be 
heard on the diseased 
elm tree behind my 

Hairy Woodpecker photo taken in Illinois by Mwy Kay Rztbey. 

The local nesting 
of H airy Woodpeckers 
in a suburban area 
(enhanced by the pres
ence of dying elm 
trees) in 2004, allowed 
for in-depth observa
tion of their behavior. 
H airy Woodpeckers 
demonstrate great 
i ndividuality in their 
pair-bond formations, 
yet these behaviors 
have not been fully 
studied, due to the 
birds ' usual preference 
for unfragmented 
tracts of mature forest. 
The selection of a nest 
s ite near a backyard 
feeder provided the 

property. When she came into the 
yard to feed at the peanut feeder, she 
ate peanuts directly, and no addi
tional caching behavior was 
observed. 

The 2004 breeding season dif
fered from the 2003 breeding season 
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B lack Skimmer at Lake S pringfield :  
second state record 

On 23 July 2004 l 
spotted a Black Skimmer 
(Rynchops niger) flying 
around fairly low at the 
beach area of Lake 
Springfield .  It sat briefly 
on the beach with Ring
b i lled Gul ls ,  b ut the 
whole flock was then 
chased off by crows. The 
skimmer flew north, so 1 
went to the north end of 
Lake Springfield, a limit
ed access area. I waited 
and shortly the skimmer 
came flying in, which startled the 
200 or more gulls that were there. 
The gulls flew in circles, some chas
ing the skimmer. After much chas
ing and some soft yelping, almost 
puppy- l ike cal l s  from the skimmer, 
it landed and 1 photographed it. A 
short time later the skimmer flew 
back toward the lake. I tried to relo
cate the bird, but could not. I went 
back to the north end and it was 
sitting with the gulls. B ecause of its 
short legs the skimmer was hidden 
part of the time by the gulls. The 
skimmer mostly slept, but it was 
also seen walking and flying and 
twice d id  short feeding flights 
leaving a line in the water. 

That evening Beckie Dyer and 
T saw the skimmer again at the 
north end of Lake Springfield. Later 
we took Travis Mahan and Dan 
Kassebaum into the area to see the 
bird. The next morning the skimmer 
was gone although several people 
were present to look for it. The secu
rity guards at the lake informed me 
that no one e l se  was permitted 
inside the cinder area at the north 
end. Also there was a confrontation 
at the dam w ith other security 
forces, so that even had the skimmer 
been present it was dubious that 
anyone could have v iewed it. 
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This is  the second state record 
for Black Skimmer. The first was 
di scovered 4 September 1998 in 
Decatur by Myrna Deaton ( 1 999). 
The Springfield bird was in alter
nate plumage while the Decatur bird 
was in basic plumage as was shown 
by the white collar. Both were one
day phenomena. Several months 
later, on 25 September 2004, a 
Black Skimmer was seen by Frank 
Holmes in Madison County, on the 
I l linois side of the Miss issippi  
River the state's third record. The 
Madi�on County b ird was pho
tographed 25 September 2004 just 
across the Mississippi River in 
M issouri at Riverlands, where it 
apparently spent the most of its time 
(see IORC report in this issue). This 
was Missouri 's first state record and 
was found by Dave Becher and pho
tographed by Joshua P Uffman. 

B lack Skimmers are casual 
inland away from the coastal states 
and the records are usually storm
related. The only other Midwestern 
records are from Tennessee (Robin
son 1 990) of a dead bird found in 
1 890 after a severe storm, one from 
Indiana at Miller, 23 August 1 9 1 2, 
and a photographic record at 
Winona Lake, Indiana, in August 
1 985 (Keller 1 986 ). 

by H. David Bohlen 

Black Skimmer at lake 
Springjield, Sangamon 
County. 23 July 2004. 
Photo hy H. David 
Bohlen. 

Black Skimmer at River/ands En
vironmental Denwnstration A rea 
(REDA), St. Charles Count)� Missouri, 

just across the river .fiwn Alton, 
fllinois. 25 Septemher 2004. Photo 
hy Joshua P Ufjinan. 

Literature Cited 

Deaton, M .  1 999. First lll inois 
record of the B lack Skimm er. 
Meadowlark 8 :42-43 .  

Keller, C.E. ,  S .  Keller and T. 
Keller. 1 986. A checklist and find
ing guide, Indiana B i rds, Indiana 
University Press, Bloomington, IN. 
3 76 pp. 

Robinson, John C. 1 990. An 
annotated checklist of the birds of 
Tennessee. The University of 
Tennessee Press, Knoxvil le,  TN. 
274 pp. 

- H. David Bohlen 
Illinois State Museum 

1 01 1  East Ash Street 
Springfield, Illinois 

62703-3535 

dyer@museum.state. ii .  us 

Mead owlark 



Glaucous-winged Gull  at Lake Springfield :  

second Sangamon County record 

On 29  J une 2004 as  I was 
checking the north end of Lake 
Spring-field I saw a much larger 
white-winged gu l l  standing among 
the R ing-bi lled Gulls .  Seeing that 
the bi II was mostly dark and noting 
some grayish feathers in the mantle, 
I knew the gull was not a Glaucous 
G ull and so took several photo
graphs. 

The wing tips were totally white 
and very worn .  In fact, much of the 
plumage was very worn . S laty
backed, first summer immediately 
came to mind - but the wing tips 
were too white for that species.  
G laucous-winged Gul l  ( Larus 
glaucescens) first summer seemed 
more appropriate. In fact the bill ,  
small dark eye, and even the wings 
beyond tail were correct for this 
species. Also seen were pink l egs 
and a small l ight tip to the bi l l .  ln 
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Glaucous-winged Gull a t  Lake 
SjJringfield, Sangamon County. 20 
.June 2004. Photo hy /-!. Da vid 
Bohlen. 

flight the gull appeared all grayi sh
white. That evening I v iewed Jon 
Dunn's video on l arge gulls and was 
even more convinced. I subsequent
ly saw this gull again 30 June and 1 ,  
3 ,  4, 5 ,  and 9 Ju ly  - although briefly 
and usually in the evening. 

Once at the Beach House, 4 J uly 
2004, I photographed the gull again .  
Beckie Dyer observed the bird at 
th i s  time. This is the second 
Sangamon County record for 
Glaucous-winged Gull . The previ
ous county record was a first-year 
bird seen 3 1  December 1 994. 
I l l i no i s '  fi rst record of the 
G l<iucous-winged G ull occurred 28 
N ovember 1 992 along Chic<igo's 

hy H. David Bohlen 

L ittl e Cal umet River and was seen 
at l east unt i l  9 December 1 992 . See 
Johnson et al ( 1 995) for photos and 
a detailed description of this b ird. 

The Glaucous-winged Gu l l  is a 
bird of the Pacific coast. Few in land 
records exi st for th i s  species. 
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Ferruginous Hawk at C l inton Lake: 
first photo documentation for state 

On 25 November 2004, l went 
to Clinton Lake (DeWitt County) 
for a quick try at the Bohemian 
Waxwing (see Eric Walters' story 
and photo in this issue). I did some
what better than before with this 
endeavor, this time at least finding a 
flock of some 70 Cedar Waxwings. 
Alas, I couldn 't find any Bohemian 
Waxwing. There were also no unex
pected or unusual loons, grebes, 
ducks or gulls on the lake.The most 
exciting birds were raptors along 
Highway l 0. I stopped to look at a 
nice dark male Rough-legged 
Hawk, and as  I was watching him, 
l noticed a distant bird well over a 
mile away. l almost dismissed it as 
a Turkey Vulture, but the wings 
appeared a bit long and the bird 
didn't rock much. I watched the bird 
keep coming toward me until even
tually the Golden Eagle (Aquila 
cluysaetos) flew directly overhead, 
and where I was able to get some 
nice photos. This was j ust east ( 1 .3 
miles) of Weldon. Then, just about 
1 .2 miles west of 1 900 E I saw a 
very pale large raptor perched on a 
utility pole. At first I thought it was 
going to be another pale eastern 
Red-tailed Hawk, but as I got closer, 
I realized i t  was a Ferruginous 
Hawk (Buteo regalis). As l was 
pul l ing over the bird took off, 
revealing all white feather tarsi (the 
first time I could tell it was a j uve
ni le  - I still hadn't seen it in my 
binocular or stopped the car). I hit  
the gas to get even with i t  and man
aged to get a few images as the bird 
flew north. B y  the time I was able to 
make a U-turn and get to l 900E the 
bird was out of s ight. I assumed that 
it set down somewhere on 600 road, 
but I couldn't find it anywhere. I 
drove around for an hour or so, but 
never refound it in the area. Since 
pale Red-tai led Hawks (including 
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Top: Ferruginous Hawk. Clinton Lake, 
De Witt County. 25 November 2004. 

Photo by Christopher L. Wood. 

Bottom: Golden Eagle. Clinton Lake, 
De Witt Coun�y 25. November 2004. 

Photo by Christopher L. Wood. 

"Krider's") are frequently misidenti
fied as Ferruginous Hawk and since 
these photos would be the kind I 
would use in a photo quiz, I draw 
your attention to the following: l .  
The distinctive wing shape (long, 
pointed) 2. Pale underwing with 
very few markings (no hint of pata
gial mark) 3. Dark primary coverts 
(not white as in Red-tailed Hawks) 
contrasting with extensive pale 
patch in primaries 4. Dark second
ary coverts and scapulars (would be 
much more white on "Krider's" and 
"normal" j uvenile Red-tailed Hawks. 
5 .  White uppertail coverts with dark 
spotting. 6. Rather dark tail (again, 
would have numerous white bands 
in "Krider's"). 

by Christopher L. Wood 

This is the only photo documen
tation for Ferruginous Hawk in the 
state. This species is known from 
lllinois from a 1939 specimen and 
four accepted sight reports .  A 
female was found shot 2 1  April 
1 939 in Northfield Township, Cook 
County and the specimen is now at 
the Chicago Academy of Sciences 
(see Bohlen 1 989). There is contro
versy over a supposed specimen, a 
male, collected by a Mr. B almer at 
Paris in Edgar County 1 9  January 
1 886. 

Due to the difficulty in identify
ing thi s  species, other I l l inoi s 
records have not been accepted. 
Bohlen ( 1 989) states that :many 
records of this species including 
several of my own should be consid
ered erroneous because of confu
sion with ' Krider's '  Red-tailed 
Hawk." Bohlen ( 1 986) invalidates 
his six records for this species and 
gives identification criteria to sepa
rate "Krider's" Red-tailed Hawk 
from Ferruginous Hawk. 

Literature Cited 

Bohlen, H.D. 1 989. The birds of 
l l l inois. Indiana Universily Press, 
Bloomington, IN. 221  pp. 
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- Christopher L. Wood 
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Meadowlark 



Wood Stork at Crawdad S lough, 

Cook County: third northern I l l inois record 

The paths leading birders to 
rare bi rds are sometimes very con
voluted. In early October 2004, at 
the Cook County Forest Preserve 
District's Little Red Schoolhouse 
Nature Center, Ju l i e  Vandervort (the 
Center's Director) and Laura Brown 
(the Center's natural i st )  were con
fronted with a s ight which made 
them think they had suddenly been 
transported to the Everglades - a 
Wood Stork (Mvcteria wnericww) 
standing in ci·awdad S lough , a 
small marsh on the southeast corner 
of Wi l low Springs Rd and 95th St. 
just north of the Nature Center. 
After confi rming the identification, 
they called Jim Phi l l ips,  an avid 
birder who also works for the 
District as a fisheries biologist. J im 
checked it out that same day and 
was unable to locate the bird. The 
next morning, carpooling with a 
col league on the way to a meeting, 
Jim persuaded h i s  colleague to 
make a quick detour past the area, 
and there was the bi rd, placidly for
aging for food in Crawdad. 

Jim reached Chuck Westcott, 
recently retired from the District, 
and Chuck in turn called me and 
my wife, Karen, on Thursday, 7 
October, knowing we lived close by 
and could go to Crawdad to check i t  
out. I n  mid-morning, we  vi si ted 
Crawdad. The bird was not present. 
But when we went back late that 
afternoon, there it was, an immature 
Wood Storie We immediately cal led 
other birders who l ive nearby and 
posted the sighting to l BET, the 
state's birding list serve. The rest i s  
h i story; over the next weekend and 
early into the following week, 
dozens if  not hundreds of bi rders 
from the Chicago metro area and 
across the state (also quite a 
few from adjacent states) made 
the trek to Crawdad to see the stork. 
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Top: Wood Stork. Crcrwdad Slough. 
Cook County. 20 October 2004. 

Photo by Wes Serafin. 

Bottom: Wood Stork .flashes dark 
wings at Crawdlld Slough, Cook 
Count)!. 9 October 2004. Photo hy 
Eric Wlllters. 

A few had to make more than one 
trip to sec it, but j ust about every
one who tried got great looks.  
N umerous digi tal cameras and 
telephoto lenses were kept busy 
photographing thi s  cooperative and 
photogenic bird. 

The bird was usually found at 
Crawdad in the early morning and 
l ate afternoon/evening, but it would 
often fly over to a more secluded 
marsh a l ittl e to the cast called 
Cranberry Slough in the morning, 
spend the day there and then return 
to Crawdad to feed late in the after
noon. Some birders saw it at Cran
berry. How long it was present after 

by Robert Fisher 

7 October is difficu l t  to pin down. 
lt was seen on the 1 2th, and there 
was a post to lB ET, on the 1 3th 
containing a second hand report of 
a sighting that day. No first person 
reports exist in the lBET archives 
after that date. 

Only the th ird documented 
Wood Stork for northern I ll inois 
(two immatures were confirmed in. 
August 200 l ,  one in DuPage and 
one in Kane County, both backyard 
birds seen by the respective home
owners on ly [see Mcadotvlark 
1 1  : 52-55]), it may also be a record 
in another sense . From our first post 
on 7 October unti l the last "the 
bi rd's not there" report on 1 8  
October, a total of 4 7 posts appear
ing on I BET l i sted the stork as the 
subject. Th i s  may be the most email 
ever devoted to a rare bird since 
I B ET began . The Black Skimmer 
found on the Indiana s ide of Wolf  
Lake around the  same time received 
only modest attention by compari
son . But bi rders are fickle; as the 
stork receded in our memories, with 
l ittl e ado we all turned our attention 
to the Vermilion Flycatcher found in 
Afton Park at DeKalb County. 
Reports and updates about the 
Verm ilion's presence domi nated 
l BET as it very cooperatively hung 
around into early November. But 
that's a whole other story. (Read 
about it in the artic le  on page 54 
by Mary Kay Rubey, a staff photog
rapher for Melldrnvlark) .  

- - Robert Fisher 
7 J 5 R6th Place 

Dmvners Grove, fllinois 
n05 I n  

B Fishcr928(c_0aol . com 

Editor's Note: 
For a table cont<1 ining Il l i nois re
cords of Wood Storks from 1 894 to 
200 1 ,  see lvleodowlurk 1 0 : 54 .  
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Torn between two birds: 
Photographer must choose between 

two rarities in DeKalb County 

In October 2004, a friend e
mailed me to let me know that 
Darryl Shambaugh had reported a 
first-year male Vermilion Flycatcher 
(Pyrocephalus rubinus), which had 
been spotted sometime in mid
October by J ason Fry in Afton 
Forest Preserve, DeKalb County. I 
photograph that species fairly regu
larly in Texas, but because Afton 
Forest Preserve is only an hour from 
my office, I thought I'd check out 
the bird. 

On 2 1  October 2004, I loaded 
my 600mm lens and my Canon I D  
Mark I I  digital camera into the car 
and left for Afton Forest Preserve, 
which is on the south s ide of 
DeKalb, not far off Route 23 .  The 
preserve consists of mostly grass
lands, with a small lake and a creek. 
When I arrived, T immediately hap
pened upon a birder who was about 
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to depart. He pointed me in the 
direction of the Verrni l ion 
Flycatcher. T thanked him and head
ed across the mowed picnic area to 
the edge of the little lake . lt took 
about 1 5  minutes to locate the fly
catcher the first time. Each time the 
bird darted off for an insect, it took 
another 1 0  or 15 minutes to find 
him again. l spent about an hour 

. .  . I  found and lost the 

b ird more times than I 

care to count and most 

of my t ime was spent 

showing each arr iving 

party of birders where 

the flycatcher preferred 
to hang out . 

by Mary Kay Rubey 

Vermilion F�vcatcha Afton Forest 
Preserve, DeKalb County. 24 

Octoher 20()4. Photos by Mary Kay 
Ru hey. 

photographing the bird. The light 
was fading, and I had not gotten any 
photos I really liked. What was the 
chance that the bird would sti ck 
around very long? I t  was already 
late October. 

Two days later, I had another gap 
in my schedule, and I knew from the 
IBET posts that the bird was sti ll 
around. So I headed to Afton again. 
My second visit was at midday, 
which is not the best time for bird 
photography. A number of birders 
were looking for the flycatcher 
when I arrived. During the 90 min-
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ulcs ell A lton,  I ro und aml lost the 
b i rd more t i mes than I care to count 
a n d  most of my t ime was spent 
show i ng e:1ch  arr i v ing party o f' bird
ers where the flycatcher pre ferred to 
hang out. I was a l so gett ing better 
photos as I became more fam i l iar 
with t h i s  parti cu l a r  bird's behavi or. 

W hen a photographer fri end of 
m i ne,  Tom Robbins ,  who l ives in  
DeKalb,  expressed an interest in 
getting together to photograph the 
Verm i l ion Flycatcher the fol lowing 
day, I thought I 'd make one l ast 
attempt at photographing the bird. 
Torn ::111d 1 arrived very early and 
were joined by one other per
son as we began our search .  
After fi nding and los ing the 
bird several times, a pattern to 
which l 'd a lready become for 
too accustomed, we had a pro
longed period dur i n g  whi ch we 
hadn.'t been able to l ocale the 
bird. 

Sudden ly, I heard Torn cal l  
out that he  had the Vermi l ion 
Flycatcher. He poi nted toward 
a row of reel bushes at the 
n orthwest edge of the mowed 
picnic  area. It was h ard to pick 
out a reel bird am i d  the tangle 
of red branches a n d  leaves.  Tom and 
I were both using the same camera 
equipment, a 600mrn lens with 2x 
teleconverter attached to a d igital 
camera body that had a l .3x multi
p l ication factor. So we essenti al ly 
were shooting with the equivalent of 
1 560111111 worth or focal length, giv
ing us a very narrow field of vis ion.  
I t 's n ot unusual to h ave to search a 
bit to find a bird and then get it in 
focus.  

Then something feathered 
appeared i n  my v iewfinder. As l 
brought the bird into focus, 1 shout
ed, "Say's Phoebe." (Sayornis saya) . 
Tom said, "Huh?" l repeated myself� 
knowing that Torn was fam i l iar with 
only l ocal  b irds .  He snid, " I ' m  look
ing at the Vermi l ion Flycatcher." I 
said, "Tom, that i s  a Say 's P hoebe . 
I t 's not the some bird that we've 
been · chasing a l l  morning." Tom ,  
knowi ng fu l l  we l l  that he was 
i ncleecl, l ooking at the flycatcher, 
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. . .  somethi ng feathered 

appeared in my 

viewfinder. 

I sai d ,  "Tom, that is a 

Say 's Phoebe. It 's not the 

same bird that we 've been 

chasing all morning. " 

Soy '.1· Plwehe. A/11111 Pores! Preserve, 

DeKalb County. ]4 Octoher 21!1!4 

Photo by Mu1y Koy Ruhey. 

very pol itely ins isted that h e  h ad the 
Vermi l ion F lycatcher in his l ens. A t  
nearly t h e  s a m e  moment, Tom and I 
both took our eyes away from our 
camera viewfinders to see that on 
Tom 's side of the bush was the 
Ver m i l ion Flycatcher, and on my 
side of the b ush, j ust i nches away, 
was a Say 's Phoebe. Tom immedi
ately shifted h i s  focus to the p h oebe.  
After a min ute, we both looked at 
each other to be sure that the other 
person was satisfied that he or s h e  
had what we cal  I "safety shots," 
photos that are taken from a safe 
distance not l i kely to disturb the 
bird.  l asked, "Ready to move up?" 
Torn nodded. We were j ust about to 
advance s lowly on the two bi rds 

when the Say's l>hocbe headed north 
i nto a ri e ld  w i t h  l <i l l  g rass  and the  
Verm i l i on Flycatcher h eaded south 
to  the far encl or the m owed p i c n i c  
area. 

B o t h  spec ies  are casual  i n  
I l l inois ,  meaning t hey are species  
for whi c h  there are accepted records 
i n  three to seven of the past I 0 
years. Both are common flycatchers 
of the western Un i ted States .  

Tom and the other bi rder imme
d i ately headed after the fl ycatcher 
without any hesitat ion.  However, 
I-know i ng that the Verm i l i o n  
F lycatcher h a d  been aro un d  for 

quite some t i m e  and wou l d  
therefore probably be easy to 
fi n d  once again-wanted to 
head after our new discovery. l 
didn't want the Say 's Phoebe to 
s l ip  away. N e ither Torn nor the 
other birder was i nterested in 
fo l l owing the phoebe.  So l 
reluctantly fol l owed them as 
they pur s ued the Ve rm i l i on 
F l ycatcher yet agai n .  (This bird 
was present through at least 8 
November 2004.)  

Unfortunately, that was  the 
l ast t ime anyone laid eyes on 
that Say 's Phoebe at Afton .  

A l though a number of good birders 
were present that morning,  none of 
them h ad seen the phoebe. When my 
friend Pete Olson arrived, we tole\ 
h i m  about the Say 's Phoebe. He d i l i 
gently searched the north end o f  
Afton, b ut had no l uc k  fi nding the 
bird.  I returned a week later to take 
some fi nal  pictures of the Verm i l ion 
Flycatcher at A fton, wishing 1 had 
fol l owed my i n stincts about pursu
ing the phoebe. A las, I sti l l  have no 
good photos of a Say 's Phoebe. But 
who wou l d  have ever expected to be 
torn between two very rare b i rds in  
the  same bush at the  same time? 

- Mary Kay Ruhey 
2504 Devonshire D1: 

Rock/iml, IL 
6 1 1 0 7  

M K Ru bey(a�ao l .corn 

55 



Bohemian Waxwing 
visits central I l l inois in fal l  

The waxwing flock was very 
active and the Bohemian was diffi
cult to relocate, so we walked south 
down the road and then headed west 
along the woodland/harvested corn
field edge to get closer. In the lower 
bushes as well as in the upper 
branches of the oaks, we were able 
to obtain additional short views of 
this beautiful bird in the next hour. 

Amazingly enough, about 1 1 : 1 5  
a.m., as we were walking back from 
the Day Use Area, the 1 00+ waxwing 
flock flew towards us and landed in 
a couple leafless trees near to us, 
giving the morning's best views. At 
that point, the large flock split into 
two heading different northerly 
directions. This Bohemian was not 
relocated every day, probably at 
other feeding sites around C linton 
Lake, but various birders were able 
to observe it through 28 November. 

Bohemian Waxwings are typi
cally associated with winter in 
Illinois. In fact, there are only four 

Bohemian Waxwing with a flock (�l 
Cedar Waxwings at Clinton Lake, 
De Witt County. Note larger size and 

darker undertail coverts. Photos by 

Eric Walters. 
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by Eric Walters 

About 9 a.m., 20 November 2004, I parked at Clinton 
Lake's Overlook Point Drive (at the base of the Peninsula 
Day Use Area) where I joined Dave Thomas perusing 
through a large flock of Cedar Waxwings about 1 50 yards in 
the distance. I soon noticed a larger, grayer waxwing with 
maroon undertail coverts in my scope. Here was a Bohemian 
Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulous) stunningly found so far 
south in the fall .  

other records i n  the last 2 1  fall sea
sons for the state, based on records 
from Meadowlark and Illinois Birds 
& Birding, with all birds located 
along the Lake Michigan lakefront. 
While there are at least nine central 
I l l inois winter records for this 
species (see Meadowlark 9 :92-93), 

this Clinton Lake Bohemian repre
sents the first Illinois fall record 
outside of northern Ill inois. 

- Eric Walters 
3 1 04 Bethel Boulevard 

Zion, Illinois 60099 

ericwalters7@comcast.net 
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Brant found in DeKalb County in fal l  

While visiting the pond at 
Afton Forest Preserve at sunrise in 
north central De Kalb County 26 
October 2004, l noticed a few 
Cackling Geese mixed into a hud
dled goose flock.  Since Cackl ing 
Goose was recently declared to be a 
new species, I chose to try and get 
some photos of them. I didn't have 
to wait l ong for flight shots as the 
vast majority of geese took off and 
flew into nearby cornfields .  I com
pletely focused on taking geese 
flight shots so J wasn't aware of the 
smaller goose that passed through 
my camera view. 

However, upon later review of 
my photos, 1 noticed a goose that 
was smaller, had black extending 
down i ts breast, no white on face 
with a small bill, faster wingbeat 
(more blurry wings) and had exten-

sive white upper and undertail 
coverts. The photo clearly showed a 
B rant of the eastern subspecies 
(Branta hernicla hronta) .  There 

Brant with .flock v/ Cackling Geese. A/ion Forest Preserve, DeKalb County. 
26 Octoher 2U04. Note the dark hib that extends j(1rther down the chest as 

well as the white throat line. Photos hy Eric Walters. 
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by Eric Walters 

were some white markings on the 
Brant's neck, strongly suggesting 
this was an adult (although a few 
immatures can h ave faint white 
markings). 

Based on the publi shed records 
in Meadrrvvlark and Illinois Birds 
& Birding, th is i s  only the sixth 
fall season Brant record in the last 
2 1  years. 

Along with th i s  B rant, a 
Vermi lion Flycatcher and Say's 
Phoebe were also found 24-26 
October 2004, three vagrants found 
in three days there. (See article in 
this issue by Mary Kay Rubey for 
more on the flycatcher and phoebe) . 

- Eric Walters 
3 1 04 Bethel Boulevard 

Zion, II lino is 60099 

cricwalters7@comcast.net 
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The Eleventh Report of the 
I l l inois Ornithological Records Committee 

Evaluations by the Ill inois Ornithological Records 
Committee ("IORC," or "the Committee") are reported 
here for a total of 59 records, including 56 accepted 
records of 38 species plus a hybrid, and 3 unaccepted 
records of 3 species. We examined documentation from 
a total of 60 observers in evaluating the records includ
ed in this report. Included herein are reviewed species 
evaluations by the current committee from 2003 though 
2005 , plus some earlier records that had not been previ
ously evaluated. 

This Vermilion Flycatcher was found at Afton Forest 
Preserve in DeKalb County and seen between I 0 Octo
ber 2004 and 8 November 2004. Photo by Eric Walters. 

Format: The format of this report follows the con
ventions used in the first through tenth reports of the 
Committee (Goetz and Robinson 1 988 ;  Goetz 1 989, 
1 990; Johnson, Deaton and Clyne 1 998;  Johnson and 
Stotz 1 999; Stotz and Johnson 2000, 2002, 2003 , 2004; 
Stotz 200 I ) .  The records below are divided into two 
major groups: Accepted and Unaccepted. Each of these 
groups is then further divided into Review List Records, 
and Other Records. The taxonomy and sequence of 
species conforms to that of the seventh edition of the 
American Ornithologists' Union's checklist, ( 1 998) and 
its supplements, through the 46th (Banks et al. 2005). 

An accepted record is entered with the locality 
(including the standard abbreviation for the county), the 
date, and (in parentheses) the IORC record number (the 
first four characters of which give the year of the first 
observation), and the initials of the primary observer(s) 
who contributed specimens, descriptions, and/or photo
graphs. Similar information is provided for unaccepted 
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by David B. Johnson and Douglas F Stotz 

records, except the observers remain anonymous, and a 
brief explanation of why the record was not accepted i s  
given. Photographic evidence is  noted following a con
tributor's name by an asterisk (*);  when the photograph
ic evidence is known to be a videotape, a "v" is append
ed (*v);*p,v indicates both photographic and video evi
dence presented by same contributor. Many contributing 
photographers also submitted written descriptions-a 
practice the Committee encourages. If the observer(s) 
who first discovered the bird submitted documentation, 
their initials are set off from the initials of other contrib
utors by a semicolon. Initial observers who did not sub
mit documentations are not always listed. For specimen 
records, a sharp (#) follows an abbreviation for the insti
tution holding the specimen, along with that institution's 
catalogue number of the specimen. 

We have made an attempt to reference published 
photographs and brief accounts (such as seasonal high
lights published in the Meadowlark) by journal number 
and page. Articles are cited by author and date and are 
indexed in the list of references. Seasonal highlights in 
the Meadowlark dealing with first state records are 
treated as articles. If a photograph was published in 
North American Birds, or the Meadowlark, an attempt 
has been made to reference the publication of those 
photographs . Any errors of omission are the fault of 
the authors. 

Several records that were seen by several to many 
observers were documented by only one or two of these 
observers. The committee would like to encourage all 
observers to document all the review list species they 
see. Documentation by multiple observers can provide 
additional evidence and support for the identity of rari
ties. Often records that have been not accepted suffer 
from incomplete information, a problem which addi
tional documentation by other observers could  help 
overcome. Increasingly photographs, especially digital 
images, are being used to document records, which has 
improved the acceptance rate of records. However, most 
photographic documentation is not accompanied by 
written documentation. The committee encourages 
observers to provide written documentation of records, 
even if documented by photographs. Written documen
tation can often provide important information in the 
evaluation of a record, even if high-quality photographs 
are obtained. 

Information on the age and sex of the birds reported 
may be an opinion of the person(s) submitting the evi
dence and is not necessarily an accepted position of the 
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Committee. Al l  other remarks are the authors ' ,  al though 
most of the inti.Jrn1ation comes rrom the Committee Ciles 
which are now stored in Chicago, I l l i nois, in  the l:fad 
Division of the Field Museum. 

In severa I cases there are di screpancies bet ween the 
detai ls presented here vs.  other publi shed sources, espe
cial ly regarding dates of occurrence. The data in this 
rqlort provide the Committee 's best assessment of a l l  

This Brown Pelican was seen at Clinton Lake, De Witt 
County jimn 7 Novemher 2004 to 4 December 2004. 

Photo hy Eric Walters. 

avai lable information. We have not generally comment
ed on records that are published elsewhere with more 
limited data than contained here, but we have made 
expl icit note of apparent errors i n  publ i shed data. The 
Committee accepts responsibi l ity for any inaccuracies 
or misrepresentations of information here in .  Errors that 
come to our attention will be published as corrigenda in 
a future TORC report. 

Changes to the I l l inois l i st 
Thi s  report adds three species to the 1 ist of accepted 

species for I l l i nois with the addition of Mottled Duck 
I nca Dove, and Fork-tailed Flycatcher; al l are based 01� 
photograph i c  evidence. J n  addition, the committee 
changed the status of Trumpeter Swan from Extirpated 
to Regular based on the populations in surrounding 
states becoming established. The wintering and migrat
ing Trumpeter Swans that are seen in T J \ inois come pri
marily from the reintroduced breeding  populations i n  
Wisconsin, Michigan and Minnesota. Those populations 
have spread from their init ial introductions and are con
sidered established in those states, so we consider 
Trumpeter Swan to be a current member of the J l l inois 
av i fauna. Observers should recognize that not all 
Trumpeter Swans in I l l i nois pertain to these established 
populations. Some may be from other reintroductions 
that are not considered to be establ i shed and some are 
released captive bi rds, which may or may not have their 
wings clipped. 
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The documentation supporting Sooty Tern's pres
ence on the I l l inois state l i st has been upgraded from 
written documentation to photograph ic  ev idence. A 
specimen record obtained following Hurricane Dennis 
has not yet  been evaluated by tbe committee. 

Abbreviations: References to seasonal reports in 
the journals I l l inois Birds and B irding; Meadowlark, A 
Journal of I l l ino is  Birds; American Birds and N orth 
American B irds are abbreviated by lBB, MJ I B, AB, and 
NAB, respectively, fol lowed by volume and page num
bers .  Months are abbreviated by thei r  first three letters. 
County abbrev iations largely fol low those adopted in 
Johnson, Deaton and Clyne ( l 998) . 

"Northern", "central", and "southern I l linois" refer 
to specific subsections of the state as first defi ned by 
Gault ( 1 922); see also Bohlen ( 1 978) .  An on-line map 
showing the regions of l l l inois can be found at 
http://www. i l l inoi sbirds.org/Listing/2004%20Lists/l I l in 
oi sRegionalBirdingMap.gif. 

Documentors: Gerianne Albers, Dave Antieau, 
Steve Bai ley, H. D. Bohlen, Ken Bohlen,  Joan 
Bruchman, Angelo Capparella, Paul Clyne, Scott Cohrs, 
Myrna Deaton, Tim Dever, Danny Diaz, Joe Eades 
(JEd), Louise Endres, Josh Engel (J En), Carolyn Fields, 
Bob and Karen F i sher, Darlene Fi ske, Urs Geiser, Bryan 
Guarente, Dennis Hale, Amber and Homer Hansen, 
Larry and Margaret Hoffman, Frank Holmes, Cathie 
H utcheson, Robert Hughes, C indi Jablonsk i ,  Dan 
Kassebaum, Arlene Koziol , Jerry Kumery, Greg 
Lambeth,  Trav i s  Mahan, Walter M arcisz, Carolyn 
Marsh, Kelly McKay, Keith McMullen, Robert Randal l ,  
Michael Retter, Kevin Richmond, Tom Robbins, Mary 
K ay Rubey, I rene and Herbert Rubin, Thomas 
Schulenberg, Eric Secker, Wes Serafin ,  Robert Shelby, 
Andrew Spencer, Douglas F. Stotz, Paul Sweet, Ken 
Tudor, Eric Walters, Tony Ward, Geoff Williamson, 
Chri s Wood, Jeremy Wolf, Laraine Wright, Eleanor 
Zulauf. 

Review List: The Review List i ncludes species for 
which the committee will review all records or all 
records outside of some determined range within the 
state. These are species that, in general, average two or 
fewer records per year in the state, or which are extreme
ly rare in all but a few counties in the state. The current 
review list was revi sed at the 1 7  J uly 2005 committee 
meeting. The committee removed California  Gull and 
Varied Thrush from the review l ist. In addition, for 
Purple Sandpiper, Lake M ichigan lakefront birds wi l l  no 
longer be routinely reviewed, nor will Painted Buntings 
from the standard E .  St. Louis  breeding sites. El sewhere 
in the state both species should be documented and sub
mi tted to IORC for review. IORC requests and we l
comes evidence concerning al l  records for the review 
species listed on the review l ist on the J OS/JORC web
site: http ://www. illinoisbirds.org/iorc.html. ln add ition, 
any species not listed in the checkl i st of I l l inois state 
birds (IORC 1 999) should  be documented, and will be 
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reviewed by IORC. Documentation of regular species 
may be appropriate when they occur out of season-i .e . ,  
exceptionally early arrival dates or late departure dates 
for migratory species. All first state nesting records also 
should be documented. Exceptionally high counts of 
species may also merit documentation. These documen
tations should generally be sent to the seasonal editor of 
the Field Notes in the Meadowlark and/or the regional 
editors for North American B irds. Similarly, rarities on 
Christmas B ird Counts and Spring Bird Counts should 

be documented and that documentation provided to the 
appropriate compiler. In most cases, other than review 
list species, IORC will not review documentations, 
except at the request of compilers or editors. 

Acknowledgements. This report is made possible 
by the thoughtful, careful and timely review by all 
Committee members both past and current, and by the 
support of Illinois birders and institutions which con
tributed evidence of Ill inois birds by specimens, docu
mentations, photographs, and/or videotapes. 

ACCEPTED RECORDS Review List Records Accepted (50 records of 34 species) 

Ferruginous Hawk. Clinton Lake, 
De Witt County. 25 November 2004. 

Photo by Christopher L. Wood. 

Fulvous Whistling-Duck 
(Dendrocygna bicolor) 
One was at Crab Orchard NWR on 
2 1 -29 June (2003 .028; TM*) .  This 
bird was apparently located by staff 
at the national wildlife refuge on 2 1  
June. Mahan observed the bird on 
22 June 2003 , photographed it on 23 
June and made the birding commu
nity aware of its presence. 

Mottled Duck (Anas jitlvigula) 
·· One at L. Springfield, SAN on 2 1  

May to 24 Oct (2004.0 1 6; HDB*;  
TM* ,  ES ,  UG*) .  On 2 1  Dec 2004, 
what was likely the same bird was 
located at a sewage plant several 
miles north of the original sighting 
(Bohlen 2005a). This is the first 
record for Illinois; photos of it and a 
brief discussion of the record can be 
found at Bohlen (2005a). 

Tufted Duck (Aythya jitligula) 
One adult female at L. Springfield 
and Buffalo, SAN on 1 5 -20 Mar 
(2004 .0 1 2 ;  HDB * ;  TM* )  is  the 
fourth state record. A photo of this 
bird and a discussion of the record 
can be found at Bohlen (2005b) 

Brown Pelican 
(Pelecanus occidentalis) 
An immature at Clinton L . ,  DEW on 
7 Nov to 4 Dec (2004.026; DK, 
GL*; TM* , UG*); an immature at 
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Montrose,  Chicago, COO north 
along Lake Michigan lakefront to 
Waukegan, LAK between 27-3 1 
Aug (2004.024; DA, CJ). 

White Ibis (Eudocimus a/bus) 
An immature was at Carlyle L . ,  FAY 
on 1 0- 1 1  Aug (2003 .026;  DK, 
TM*); an immature at Carlyle L., 
FAY on 7- 1 6  July (2005 .027; DK*) 

Wood Stork (Mycteria americana) 
An immature bird was at a small 
pond in the Palos FP, COO from at 
least 7- 1 2  Oct (2004.027; B&KF, 
JK*,  KM* , GW*).  There are indica
tions that the bird was present for 
some time before it came to the atten
tion of birders, but the committee does 
not have specific information to allow 
us to evaluate that issue. See an arti
cle in this issue about the Wood Stork. 

Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) 
One at Springfield, SAN on 30 Apr 
(2005 .0 19 ;  HDB*) 

Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis) 
An immature at Clinton L . ,  DEW 
on 25 Nov (2004.036; CW). Delete 
current second sentence and replace 
with: This species is known from 
Illinois from a 1 939  specimen and 
four accepted sight reports. There 
are a number of additional undocu
mented or unaccepted sight reports . 

Brown Pelican. Clinton Lake, 
De Witt County. 1 4  Novembe1'. Photo 
by Travis A. Mahan. 

Purple Gallinule 
(Porphyrio martinicus) 
An adult at Homer, CHA on 14-30 
Apr (2005 .02 1 ;  JWo; BG*, ES*); an 
adult at Middlefork FP, CHA on 4-
3 1  May (2005.005; L&MH, GA*, 
TM*). Photos of the two birds seem 
to clearly indicate that these are dif
ferent birds. The M iddlefork bird's 
plumage was much brighter than the 
Homer bird. 

Purple Calfinule. Middlefork Forest 
Preserve, Champaign Co. 28 May 
2005. Photo by Travis A .  Mahan. 

Snowy Plover 
( Churadrius alexandrinus) 
One at Montrose, Chicago, COO on 
3 May (2004.009; TSS; RHu*) .  One 
at Frank Bellrose Refuge, PUL on 
7-9 May (2004.008; SB, AS*) 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
( Calidris acuminata) 
One juvenile was on the Fox River 
at the Blackhawk F P, KNE on 28  
Sep to 6 Oct (2003 .029; SC;  GW*, 
TM*, JK* ,  CF*) . Thi s  was the third 
accepted record of this species for 
Illinois. 

Purple Sandpiper 
(Calidris maritima) 
One at Waukegan, LAK on 1 8-23 
Dec (2003 .038; KT; TM*) ; one to 
two at Waukegan, LAK on 4 Nov to 
1 0  Dec (2004 .029; DDz; CF* ;  
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Rf-Iu*,  GW* ) ;  one at Montrose, 
Chicago, COO on 7 Dec (2004.(J44; 
RHu*). At Waukegan, only one bird 
was seen from 4 N ov to 1 6  Nov. I n  
December, observers variously 
observed one or two birds from 8 to 
1 0  December, and Wil liamson pho
tographed two birds on 10 Decem
ber. The November bird may have 
been a different bird from either of 
the December birds, but one of the 
December birds was similarly
plumaged to the November individ
ual (the second bird was paler). The 
committee believes the best course 
is to treat them as a single record. 

Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) 
One basic-plumaged bird at Quiver 
Lake, M SN on 1 1 - 1 4  Oct 
(2003 .030; KR, TM*) ;  One at 
Grassy Slough Preserve, JOH on 26 
Apr (2005 .026; DK*) .  

Parasitic Jaeger 
(Stercocorarius parasiticus) 
An immature at Carlyle L . ,  CLI 1 8-
26 Sep (2004.030; DK; CW*); a 
juvenile at Montrose, Chicago, 
COO from 25 Sep was found dead 
on 30 Sep (2003 .03 1 ;  RHu FMNH 
#439059; also RHu*,  TM*) .  

Long-tailed Jaeger 
(Stercocorarius longicaudus) 
Two immatures at Carlyle L . ,  CLI 6-
25 Sep (2004.03 1 ;  JEd, DK, TM*) .  

Glaucous-winged Cull. 29 June  
2004. Photo by H. David Bohlen. 

Glaucous-winged Gull 
(Larus glaucescens) 
One 1 st year bird at Lake Spring
field, SAN on 29 June-9 July 
(2004.0 1 7 ; HDB *) .  This  was a 
strongly bleached bird, with very 
worn plumage. It represents the 
fourth accepted record for the state. 
Other records remain in review, 
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including two birds that 
were photographed. See 
article in this issue . 

Mew Gull 
(Larus canus) 
One adult at Carlyle L . ,  
CU on 16 Jan (2005. 007 ; DK*;  
TM*). 

California Gull 
(larus califhrnicus) 
One 2nd year bird at Carlyle L . ,  CLI 
on 1 2  Dec (2004.042; DK*) .  

Black-legged Kittiwake 
(Riss a tridactyla) 
One 1 st year Carlyle L . ,  CLI on 6-
28 Nov (2004.066; TM, DK*) 

Sooty Tern (Sternafi1scata) 
One at Carlyle L, CU on 1 6-25 Jul 
(2005 .025 :DK*) .  This is the second 
record for this species in Il l inois and 
the first photographic evidence. 

Black Skimma Lake Springfield, 
Sangamon County. 23 July 2004. 

Photo by Travis A. Mahan. 

Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger) 
One at L. Springfield, SAN on 23  
July (2004.0 1 8 ; HOB*;  TM*) ;  one 
adult in Madison Co. on 25 Sep 
(2004.03 5 ;  FH). The Madison Co. 
bird was photographed on the same 
date j ust across the M ississippi 
River i n  M issouri at Riverlands. 
These are the second and third 
records from Ill inois of this species. 
See article in this issue. 

Ancient Murrelet 
(Synthliboramphus antiquus) 
One at Carlyle L . ,  CU on 6 Nov 
(2004.020; DK*;  TM*) .  This is the 
third record for Illinois. The only 
previous records were a bird found 
injured, which later died, i n  
November 1 96 1  i n  McDonough Co. 
(Balding 1 964) and a bird in Lake 
Michigan off Wi lmette in November 
1 982 (Rosenband 1 983) .  

Ancient Murrelet. Car�vle 
lake, Clinton County. 6 

November 2004. Photo by 

A ncient Murrelet. Carlyle lake, 
Clinton County. 6 November 2004. 

Photo by Travis A .  Mahan. 

White-winged Dove 
(Zenaida asiatica) 
An adult at Waltonville, JEF 22 Jun 
to 9 Aug (2003 .033 ;  DH, DK*);  an 
adult near Mermet Lake, MSS on 5-
6 July (2003 .034; TM*);  a juvenile 
at Waltonville, JEF 25 Jul to 5 Aug 
(2003.040; SB; TM) . A sighting at 
Waltonvil le on 1 7  August 2003 was 
not documented and the age was not 
reported. An adult White-winged 
Dove was present at the same 
Waltonvil le site, from at least 6 
December 2003 to 2 January 2004 
(TM*), where the adult and juvenile 
had been seen in  July and August. 
Presumably it was one of these birds 
accepted above, but which of these 
birds it represented is unclear. The 
presence of a juveni le at Waltonville 
following observations of an adult, 
suggests that the species may have 
bred l ocal ly, but two adults were 
never observed, and the j uven i le  was 
independent when seen. 

Inca Dove (Columbina inca) 
Qne at a Carbondale, JAC feeder 
from 23 Sep to 25 Dec (2004.022; 
A&HH * ;  CH*p,v, DK*) .  This i s  
the first record of this expanding 

Inca Dove. first state record. Photo 
taken sometime between 32 Sept
ember and early December 2004 by 
Cathie Hutcheson. 
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species from Illinois. See a future 
i ssue for an article on this species. 

Common Ground-Dove 
( Columbina passerina) 
One in MSN on Crane Lake
Sangamon Christmas B ird Count on 
1 9  Dec (2004.055; RR, TW). 

Rufous Hummingbird 
(Selasphorus rufits) 
An adult male at a Springfield, SAN 
feeder on 24-28 July (2003 .042; 
HDB, TM*); an adult male at a feed
er in Bull Valley, McH on 1 0  Aug- 4 
Oct (2004.046; DF, JB*,  ES,  BF). 

Say's Phoebe (Sayornis saya) 
One photographed at Carlyle L . ,  
CU on 3 1  Oct (2003 .035 ;  DK*; 
TM*) to 21 Mar 2004; one at Afton 
FP, DEK on 24 Oct (2004 .043 ; 
MKR*, TR*) .  After the Carlyle 
Lake bird was discovered on 3 1  
October 2003 , the bird was not seen 
again for several months until it was 
relocated at the same spot on 22 
February 2004. It remained in  the 
area until 26 February, vani shed 
again and was refound 1 8-2 1 March 
2004. Although the possibil ity exists 
that this record i nvolves multiple 
birds, the fact that the bird was always 
seen at the same location suggests 
that only a single bird was involved 
and it is so treated by TORC. 

Vermilion Flycatcher 
(Pyrocephalus rubinus) 
A young male at Afton FP, DEK on 
1 0  Oct to 8 Nov (2004.0 19 ;  l&HR*;  
CF*, TM*,  KM*,  ES) .  

Fork-tailed Flycatcher 
( Tvrannus savana) 
One adult, probably female, at Paul 
Douglas FP, Hoffman Estates, COO 
on 1 6  M ay (2005 .006; J En* ;  ES* ,  
AK*,  JK* ,  WS*,  RHu*).  Th is  is the 
first record of this vagrant from 
L atin America from I l l inois, 
although there are well over 1 00 
records from North America 
(Lockwood 1 999). The majority of 
records are in  the fall, but about a 
third have been recorded in spring , 
with nearly half of these found in 
May (Lockwood 1 999). See article 
in a future i ssue on this species. 
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Sutton '.1· Warbler; Fahyan Forest 
Preserve, Kane County. Photo by 
Eric Secker: 

Varied Thrush (lxoreus naevius) 
One at Andrew, SAN on 29 Dec 
(2003 .039; KB, HDB, TM*) to 1 7  
J an 2004; one adult female at 
Calumet Park, Chicago, COO on 
22-28 Dec (2004.056; CM; DFS,  
ES*);  one at  Evergreen Lake, WOO 
on I 8 Dec (2004.054; AC). The lat
ter two records were observed on 
Christmas Bird Counts. 

Bohemian Waxwing 
(Bombycilla garrulus) 
One at Chillicothe, PEO on 2 Jan 
(2005 .002; LE). This well-described 
individual was observed with Cedar 
Waxwings on a Chri stmas B ird 
Count. 

Great-tailed Grackle 
(Quiscalus mexicanus) 
A male near Andrew, SAN on 1 -29 
Apr (2005 .004; KB * ;  HOB*, TM*, 
JK*, MR*); a male at Arklands 
reclamation area, PER on 25 De
cember (2004.057; KIM). Several 
additional records remain in review, 
including a bird reported from in 
Menard Co. in late May about ten 
miles north of the Sangamon 
County bird. This report may be 
the same bird as the Sangamon Co. 
b ird. Th i s  species continues to 
spread j ust west of l l l i nois in  
Missouri and Iowa. Breeding should 
be looked for in appropriate habitats 
in southern and western 1 1 1 inois. 

Pine Grosbeak 
(Pinicola enucleator) 
A female found dead in Winfield, 
DUP on 2 Mar ( 1 972.009; no col
lector, FMNH#328 1 4 1 ); male found 
dead on Northern Ill inois University 
campus, DeKalb, DEK on 3 1  Jan 
( 1 972 .0 1 0; EZ; FMN H#328 1 4 1 ) ; 

female found dead i n  Chicago, 
COO on 30 Oct ( 1 986. 1 88 ;  WM; 
FMNH#33 I 464). All these speci
mens are referable to the subspecies 
P. e. leucura, which breeds across 
central Canada. 1 972 was a major 
i nvasion year, with many additional 
reports (Bohlen 1 989), while the 
1 986 record was apparently an iso
lated bird. 

Other accepted records 
(5 records of 4 species, plus one 

record of a hybrid) 

Pacific Loon (Gavia paciflca) 
One in basic plumage at East Fork 
Lake, RIC on 1 6  May (2005 .01 6; 
RS*)  

Yellow-rumped Warbler 
(Audubon 's) 
(Dendroica coronata auduhoni) 
An adult male found dead at Lake 
Forest, LAK on 1 1  May ( I  976.003;  
Mrs. Ross Siragusa; deposited at 
FMNH as #299430); an adult 
female at J ackson Park, Chicago, 
COO on 1 9-29 Mar to (2005 . 003 ; 
PC; JK* ,  EW* other photos) .  There 
are only a handful of documented 
records for Ill inois for Audubon's 
Warbler, and the specimen reported 
here is the only specimen for the 
state. Because of i ts status as a sub
species of Yellow-rumped Warbler, 
Il linois birders may not have been 
on the look out for this taxon .  
However, we encourage observers 
who have seen Audubon's Warblers 
in l llinois in the past, and have notes 
that can be used as the basis for doc
umentation to send such documen
tation to the committee. We are cur
rently reviewing one older record 
submitted fol lowing the March 
2005 sighting. 

Common Yellowthroat 
( Ceoth�vpis trichas) 
One, probably immature male, on a 
Christmas B ird Count at Prairi e 
Wolf Slough FP on 26 December 
(2004.05 1 ;  PS*) .  

Sutton's Warbler (Paruta ameri
cana x Dendmica dominica) 
A singing male at Fabayan F P, 
Geneva, KNE on 26 Apr to 1 6  May 
(2005 .008 ;  ES* ,  DFS [sound 
recording]) .  This bird sang a variant 
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Northern Parul a  song, but was a 
typical Sutton's Warbler in plumage. 
This hybrid combination has not 
previously been reported in l l l i1wis .  
I t  remains very poorly known, with 
only a handful of photos and two 
specimens in exi stence. 

Dickcissel (SjJiza umericana) 
An immature near Ware, UNI on 30  
Dec (2004.052; DFS) 

UNACCEPTED RECORDS 

Other Unaccepted records 
(3 records of 3 species) 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
( Coccyzus americanus) 
One at Lenzburg, SCL on 1 8  Dec 
(2004 .058) .  This bird was seen 
on a Christmas Bird Count. 
Unfortunately, the documentation 
received was second-hand written 
documentation, plus a sketch drawn 
several days after the observation by 
one of the secondary observers. 
Even had the documentation been 
impeccable, the second-hand nature 
of the documentation would have 
made acceptance of such a rarity 
difficult. However, there were prob
lems in the description as wel l ,  
especially the description of the bird 
as overall dull brown, and the breast 
as light grayish-ochre (in the cuckoo 
it should be fairly bright white). Also 
the sketch had the position of the yel
low on the bill misplaced. Given the 
extreme rarity of Yellow-bil led 
Cuckoos anywhere in North America 
by December, the committee unani
mously did not accept this report. 

Blue-headed Vireo 
( Vireo solitarius) 
One heard at Reservoir Lake, Car
bondale, JAC on 1 Jan (2005 . 00 1 )  
on a Christmas Bird Count. The 
majority of the committee did not 
accept this record. The fact that the 
observer did not see the bird made i t  
difficult to accept such a seasonal 
rarity, as there are no winter records 
for this species. Blue-headed Vireo, 
which winters regularly on the G ulf 
Coast, would seem like the most 
l ikely vireo (other than the very dif
ferent sounding White-eyed) to 
appear in winter, but Red-eyed 
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Vireo is not an unreasonable possi
bility. Tn addition, not all of the 
committee was convinced that the 
bird was certainly a vireo. 

Henslow's Sparrow 
(A mmodrwnus henslo-wi) 
One on a Christmas B ird Count at 
Carlyle L, CLT on 1 4  Dec 
(2004.053) .  A majority of the com
mittee thought that, although the 
record may have been correct, the 
l imited description provided by the 
single observer in this brief sighting 
was insufficient to rule out more 
common wintering grassland species, 
especially Le Conte 's .  As breeding 
populations in I l linois increase, we 
expect that this species could begin 
to appear with some frequency in 
Illinois in winter. 
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The fall of 2004 provided b i rders in Illinois with a good mix of 
rarities but there were few fallouts of passerines, and numbers of 
migran

'
ts in most groups were average or below. Shorebirds began 

moving in early July, and were in full swing by the first of August. 
Landbirds took their time getting started w i th the first significant 
movement at the end of August in northern Ill inois.  After a reason
ably good September in much of the state, the rest of the fall was 
pretty slow with few fallouts. As usual, the highlights for most bird
ers were the extreme rarities that the state hosted. One species, 
INCA DOVE, at a Carbondale feeder was an addition to the state's 
avifauna. It was both photographed and videotaped. A number of 
other very rare species were scattered across the state. The MOT
TLED DUCK, found at Lake Springfield in May, remained through 
the period. On the other hand, a BRANT and a SAY'S PHOEB E, 
photographed on different days at Afton FP in De Kalb County, were 
seen only once, despite dozens of birders visiting the site to see the 
young male VERMILION FLYCAT C H ER that spent nearly a 
month there. Lake Carlyle as usual was a mecca for birds, with both 
PARASITIC and LONG-TA ILED JAEGERS there for a couple 
of weeks in September and an extraordinary ANCIENT MUR
RELET in  November. Clinton Lake also attracted much attention 
this fall with an immature BROWN PELICAN (I of 3 this fall !), 
and a BOHEMIAN WAXWING entertaining many birders there in 
November. A FERRUGINOUS HAW K  and a MEW GULL also 
were photographed there in late November, but did not show them
selves to more than a single observer. Other rarities incl uded a 
WOOD STORK in Palos in October, a BLAC K SKIMMER on 
both s ides of the M ississippi on a day in September, a female 
GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE in Champaign, and a LA R K  
BUNTING at  a Kane County forest preserve that evaded every
body's camera, despite being present for more than a month in 
N ovember and December. 

Ducks t hrough Hawks 
Waterfowl migration started slowly this fall due to mild weath

er, and duck numbers were sti l l  good through much of the state 
through the end of the period. Scoters again had a good showing, but 
unlike the last two years, were mostly on Lake Michigan. There was 
a scattering of reports on downstate reservoirs. Mergansers and 
goldeneyes were scarce until the very end of the period, especially 
Common Merganser. On the other hand, there were several impres
sive Bufflehead counts in Novembec Loons made an average show
ing, with good Common Loon numbers at several sites. Red-throat
ed and Pacific Loons were both represented by scattered, small 
numbers. Grebes were better represented this fall than during the 
last several years. Five Western G rebes were reported, incl uding one 
seen for nearly a month at Lake Chautauqua. Huge White Pelican 
flocks showed up at the expected sites along the I l linois and 
Mississippi Rivers and at Carlyle Lake. Heron counts were pretty 
ordinary this year, although Little Blue continues to i ncrease in the 
Lake Calumet area. No i b i ses were reported th is fal l .  The hawk 
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Fal l  2 0 04 Migration 
by Douglas F Stotz 

Vermilion Flycatcher drawing by Peter Olson. 

migration at I l l inois Beach State Park was aboul average, :llthough 
there were record days for Red-tailed Hawk and Peregrine Falcon. 

Rails through Woodpeckers 
Rail reports were few. Observers at Lake Chautauqua regularly 

reported multiple Saras, but otherwise I received only scattered 
Virginia Rail and Sora reports. There were no reports of any of the 
rare species. M oorhens were surprisingly well-reported, but records 
seemed to represent l ingering breeding birds, rather than migrants. 
Shorebirds were wel l -represented a long the middle lllinois River, 
but other patis of the state seemed to have below-average numbers 
and diversity. Phalaropes were well-reported. The only jacgers 
reported were those at Carlyle Lake. Rare gulls made a good show
ing, with Sab ine's seeming particularly well-represented downstate, 
especially in m id-September. Lesser Black-backed Gulls were 
across the state beginning in October; the other rare white-headed 
gulls were concentrated along the Lake M ichigan shorel ine. In a 
reversal of last year, Franklin's Gul ls  made an impressive appear
ance in the state, especial ly downstate, while observers found only 
small numbers of Laughing Gulls.  Tern migration was again poor, 
although there were some n ice concentrations of B lack Terns down
state. Yellow-b i l led Cuckoo records were more numerous than in 
most recent years, but Black-billed Cuckoos were almost unreport
ed. Nighthawks m igrated through northern I l linois in notable m1111-
bers during late August; numbers downstate were less impressive. 
There were several good concentrations of Chimney Swifts, and 
small numbers lingered at several sites into October, with a few into 
late October. As in recent years, impressive concentrations of Ruby
throated Hummingbirds were noted downstate by banders at feed
ers. A RUFOUS H U M MINGBIRD at a Menard County feeder in 
N ovember became a specimen after it died, and a gorgeous adult 
male in McHenry County for several weeks was photographed. 

Passerines 
Passerine migration was not very strong. There were few sig

n i ficant weather systems, so there was l ittle in the way of major fa l l 
outs, and h igh counts were generally unimpressive. The first big 
migratory movement in  the Chicago area was at the encl of August. 
Warblers on 28 August were arguably the best of the fa l l  in Chicago, 
and most early season migrants had there their high counts and first 
records then. In the first half of September, although northerly 
winds predominated, migrants seemed to skip over northern I llinois 
to a large degree. At this time, observers in east central I l l i nois had 
impressive diversity and numbers of migrants, and Larry Hood in 
west-central I l l inois called it the best warbler m igration in years. 
Carlyle Lake had good diversity and high counts as wel l .  Chris 
Wood's 26 species of warblers on 4 September in Piatt County is 
especially notable, as were some of the h igh counts of warblers at 
th i s  time. After mid-September, m igration continued without much 
in the way of notable waves. M i ld weather in October led to good 
numbers of warblers and some flycatchers well into the month. 
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i\ rnong thrushes , only Swain son 's was wel l  rep 1·cscntcd , Vceries 
were parliculmly sca r ce, and all thrushes were low in southern 
I l l inois. Blackbirds were not reported by many observc1·s, but Rusty 
B lackbi 1·ds seemed to be in  poor numbers. 

I rruptive species 
Rough- legged and Cioshawks occurred i n  smal l num bers beg i n

ning in October, a lthough a Rough- legged i n  A ugust at Ferm i was a 
stunning find. Good numbers of Northern S h rikes were found i n  
northern I l l inois, w i th a number of birds in late Oc tober, and lhen a 
new wave in mid-November, but the invasion was not as strong as 
last year. Red-breasted N u thatches made a very good showing, 
There were several records in late August and good counts from a 
number of locat ions throughout the norlhern half of the state, Winter 
finches made their best showing in Illinois in several years. Good 
counts of Purple Finches were obtained in 1m1ch of the northern part 
of the state. Pine Si skins were w idespread after m id-October, wi th 

b i 1·ds wc l l  into southern I l l i nois by the end o f' that month, and good 
counts at •1 n umber of locat ions by Lhc end of the period, Redpo l l s  
were on ly wcak ly represented. Bolh Crossb i l l s  put i n a showing with 
reporls ma in ly from northeastern I l l i nois , and from Sand R idge 
State Forest. B i rds in northeastern I l l ino is appcmed to l eave before 
lhe winter season, but the Sand Ridge b i rds continued to be seen 
in lo the winter, 

Our sincere than ks to the fo l lowing observers, who supp l ied al l 
the data included in th is  su111111a1y These observers arc credited by 
their initia ls fol lowi ng each record; d isamb iguating citation forms 
are indicated where needed. J\s in prev ious reports, the sequencing 
of observers below is based on alphabet ization of last and first ini
tials or citation forms rather than on a lphabetization of last names: 
A lan Anderson , B i l l Atwood, Dave Ant ieau , Dm1g las C, Anderson , 
J i l l  Anderson, Robert Andrini, Gerry Batsford, H. David Bohlen, 
Joan Bruchman, Ken Bohlen, Leslie Borns, Richard B iss , Richard 
& Sigurd Bjorkl und, Steve Bail ey, Vic Berardi ,  Ch ristop her 

As a printing aid, the follow i ng abbreviations have been used throughout this report: 

EA 

MC 

LO 

!ORC 

* 

m.ob. 

:ph 

Allerton P 

B Ltsey Wds 

Carl. B/C/F 

Earl iest arrival(s) 

Maximum count(s) 

Latest departure(s) 

I l l inois Ornithological 
Records Committee 

documented record 

many observers 

photographed 

ad. adult(s) 

lllllTI. immature(s) 

J UV. juvenal(s) 

1 st/2nd/ . .  , first-year plumage/ 

Co(s) 

CA 

FP 

second-year p lumage/ . . . 
County (Counties) 

Conservation Area 
Forest Preserve 

Lodge P 

McGinnis  S I .  

Island 

L Lake 

NWR National Wildlife Refuge 

( N )Psv (Nature) Preserve 

p Park 

R River 

SFWA State Fish & Wildlife Area 

SP State Park 

Woods Weis 

Lodge Park (P iatt Co) 

McGinnis S lough , Palos area 
( southwestern Cook Co) 

Carl . L 

Robert A llerton Park, Monticello (Piatt Co) 

Busey Woods, Urbmrn (Champai gn Co) 

Carlyle Lake (Bond Co/Cl inton Co/Fayette Co) 

Carlyle Lake (Clinton, Fayette, 
and/or Bond Co) 

Middle Fork FP Middle Fork R iver County Forest Preserve 
(Champa ign Co) 

Chau 

Chi 

Clin,L 

Evanston 

Ferm i 

Chautauqua N ational Wi ldl i fe Refuge 
(Mason Co) 

Chicago (Cook Co); sec also Grant P, JP, 
Linc.P, Montrose 1-1, Northerly I 

Clinton Lake (DeWitt Co) 

Evanston (Cook Co) 

Ferm i lab Nat ional Accelcralor Laboratory 
(DLt Page Co) 

Forest Glen Psv Forest Glen Preserve, ( Verm i l ion Co) 

Gnmt  P Grant Park, Chicago (Cook Co) 

Hennepin L 

H L  

IBSP 

JP 

Kankakee 

LC al 

Linc.P 

Hennep i n -Hopper Lake Restoration Area 
(Putnam Co) 

Horseshoe Lake ( M adison Co) 

Illinois Beach State Park (Lake Co) 

Jackson Park, Ch icago (Cook Co) 

Kankakee and v icin ity ( Kankakee Co) 

Lake Ca lumet and vicinity (southern Cook Co) 

Lincoln Park, Chicago (Cook Co); 
see also Montrose H 

Montrose H 

Nelson M 

Northerly I 

O'Fallon 

Rend L 

R ice L 

Rock Cut S P  

Rkfd 

Salt Crk Wds 

Salt Fork FP 

Sand Rdg 

( L)Spnd 

Urbana 
Wauk. 

Wilmette 

Montrose Harbor area, north end of Lincoln Park, 
Chicago (Cook Co) 

N elson Lake Marsh Forest Preserve (Kane Co) 

Northerly Island, Burnham Park, Chicago 
(Cook Co) [ incl ud ing former Meigs Fi eld] 

O'Fallon (S t. Cla ir Co) 

Rend Lake ( Frank l in/Jefferson Cos) 

R ice Lake State Fish & W i ld l ife Area ( Fulton Co) 

Rock Cut State Park (W i nnebago Co) 

Rockford (Winnebago Co) 

Salt Creek Woods Nature Preserve (Cook Co) 

Sal t Fork River Foresl Preserve, H omer 
(Champaign Co) 

Sand Ridge State Forcsl ( Mason Co) 

( Lake) Spr ingfield (Sangamon Co) 

Urbana (Champaign Co) 

Waukegan (Lake Co) 

Wilmette (Cook Co) 

Transparent directionals (n. � north(ern ) , ne . � northcast(crn), etc, )  arc used where appli cable. 

H ead ings for species requ i ri ng IORC review in parls of I l l i noi s or in some pl umages arc underlined, wh i l e those for spec ies rcgui 1·ing 
review of all records are CAPITA L I Z E D  A N D  U N D E R L I N E D .  Records pend i ng IORC revi ew are enclosed in square brackets [ ] ,  
Noteworthy da les and si les o f  occurrence and 1·emar lrnb ly h i gh counls for the state a s  a whole OL' for particu l ar reg ions of lhe stale are under

l ined and boldfaced, and some Curlher editOl'ial remarks are boldfaced. 

Most of the rcrnrn'ks on the h i storic<il s ign ificance of records were provided by Paul Clyne and aim to be va l id for the corpus of data pub
l ished in l:lohlen's I 98lJ Birds of Illinois •md the seasonal summaries in lhc I l l ino is  journals ///i110i.1· Birds ond Birding (summer l lJ84 - spring 
J lJlJ I )  and !ifradoi vlark ( su111111er I lJlJ I - present). Data from other sources may have beari ng on lhe va l id i ly or these rem•irks. 

The 2003 DeLonne Illinois A //us & Guzc://eer has been used <ls a stall(hmi for spell i ng of p lace m1111cs for sites inc l uded there in .  
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Cudworth, DuPage Birding Club, Elizabeth Chato, Jeff Chapman, 
Karin Cassel, Melinda Born Chapman, Paul Clyne, Scott Cohrs, Al 
Dierkes, Don Darnell, Donald R. Dann, Glyn & Sylvia Dawson, Jon 
Duerr, Myrna Deaton, Pat Durkin, Roger Digges, Sheryl DeVore, 
Dow Edgerton, Joe Eades, Robert Erickson, Thad Edwards, B i l l  
Fritz (BFz), B o b  & Karen fisher, Carolyn Fields, Darlene Fiske, 
M i chael Furmanek (MFk), Matt Fraker (MFr), Sue Friscia, Bryan 
Guarente, Caleb Gordon, Chet 0. Gresham, Jimmy Giacinta, Joel 
R .  Greenberg, Urs Geiser, Ann Haverstock, Brian Herriott, Cathy 
H utchinson, Frank Holmes, Jed Hertz, Kanae H irabayashi, Larry L.  
Hood, Robert Hughes, Cindi Jablonski, David Johnson, Rhetta Jack, 
Dan Kassebaum, John Koch, Masatake Kashiyac, Tom Kel ly, 
Vernon Kleen, Eric Lundquist, Joe L i l l ,  Karen Lund ( KLd), Kent 
Lannerl (KLt), Charlene Malone, Jeff M cCoy, 0. James Mountjoy, 
John & Cindy McKee, Keith McMullen, Luis Munoz, Mike 

Madson, Owen McHugh, Richard Messenger, Travis M ahan, 
Thomas U. May, Vince Moxon, Walter Marcisz, Carol Nelson, J i l l  
N iland, Patrick O'Donnell, Roy Peterson, Sharon Pannet, Sebastian 
T. Patti, Bronson Ratcliffe, Dick Ri ner, Irene & Herbert Rubin ,  
Kevin Richmond, Michael Retter, Rhonda Rothrock, Tim 
Rodenkirk (TRk), Torn Robbins (TRs), Wi l l imn C. Rowe, Mary Kay 
Rubey, Andy S igler (ASr), Anne Straight (ASt), Alan F. Stokie, 
Christopher Swisegood (CSd), Carole Schoeck (CSk), Chicago 
Ornithological Society, Douglas F. Stotz, Darrell .I. Shambaugh, Eric 
Secker, Francie Muraski Stotz, I l l inois Ornithological Society, Jeff 
Sundberg, Jeffrey R. Sanders, Mark S immel, Robert Shelby, Stan 
Stec, Wes Serafin, Craig Taylor, Dave Thomas, Al lan Welby, 
Christopher Wood, Charles A .  Wescott, Christine L. Williamson, 
Dan Will iams, Eric Walters, Geoff Will iamson, Jeff Walk, Ken 
Wysock i ,  Tony Ward, and Jody Zamirowski. 

Fan Field Notes --------------------------------

Greater W h i te-fronted Goose 
EA: 14 Oct, Fermi (AFS); 30 Oct ( 1 5),  Chau (MR). MC: 263, Chau, 
1 2  Nov (R&SB) .  

Snow Goose 
EA: 7 AJJJ: (white morph), Boone Co (DFS)-cal"liest fall arrival by 
six clays; 2 8 A!!J: (blue morph), J P  (PD, KC) ; 25 Sep, Carl . L  (DK, KM, 
IOS).  MC: 300, Dickson Mounds (Fulton Co), 2 Nov ( KR); 1 50+, 
Rend L, 3 1  Oct (EW). 

Ross's Goose 
EA : 24 Ocl, Fermi (UG); 2 Nov, De Kalb (OW); 14 Nov, Chau (KM). 
M C :  4, Dickson Mounds (Fulton Co) , 4 Nov (KR).  Other: 29 Nov, 
Crab Orchard NWR (Wil l iamson Co) (EW :ph). 

Canada Goose 
MC: 4075, Kane Co, 28 N ov (DFS);  2000, Chau, 29 Nov (KM).  

Cackli ng Goose 
!!:A: 24 Sep (369), Woodford Co (MFr); 9 Oct (9), Orangevi l le 
(Stephenson Co) (EW). MC: 5400, Stark Co, 1 1  Nov (JW); 2500+, 
Durnncl (Winnebago Co), 7 Nov (DW); 2000-3000, Dickson Mounds 
(Fulton Co), 4- 1 5  Nov (KR, SB); 1 000+, Emiquon NWR (Fulton Co), 
28 Nov (EW). The l imited previous data in the I l l inois journals for this 
recently elevated species show peak counts to 500 birds (all in fall and 
wi nter), but for a count of 1 500 in Oct 2003. 

BRANT 
26 Oct, De Ka lb Co. ( EW : ph). See article in this issue. 

Mute Swan 
MC: 74, Deer L FP (Lake Co), 25 Nov (EW); 53, Banner Marsh 
(Fulton Cu), 1 8  Oct ( EW); 24, Wolf L, LCal, l I Nov (GW); 8, I-IL, 22 
Nov (FH). 

Tru mpeter Swan 
EA: 25 Ocl ( i rnm,), B lackwel l FP (Du Page Co) (CSk). MC: 5,  Chau, 
27-28 Nov ( EW). Several reintroduction programs in the Midwest 
have met with success, and IORC currently recognizes populations 
from these programs as establ ished and "countable" as fera l .  

Tundra Swan 
EA: 3 l Oct (2), Clrnu ( KR); 3 1  Oct (3),  JBSP (VB). M C :  52, Chau, 
27-28 Nov (EW); 46, I B S P, 28 Nov (VB); 46, Nelson M, 3 Nov (ES) . 

Wood Duck 
MC: 720, Hennepin L, 27 Aug (DFS)-rccord fall high cou nt  by 20 
birds. 

Gadwa l l  
E A :  I 0 Sep (20), H ennepi n L (DFS). M C :  11.378, Chau, l 9 Nov 
(R&SB)-record fall  high count excluding aerial surveys: 34 l 0, 
Hennepin L, 26 Nov (DFS); 660, McGinnis SI., 4 Dec (WS). 

A merican Wigeon 
EA: 1 5 Ang, Chau (TM, DK); 10 Sep (l J O), Hennepin L (DFS). MC: 

2302, Chau, 27 Nov (R&SB); 1 1 30, Hennepin L, 26  Nov (DFS). 
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A merican Black Duck 
EA: 20 Aug, Decatur (Macon Co) (TM, MD); 24 Aug, Rainbow 
Beach, Chi (DFS). MC: 575, Chau, 27 Nov (R&SB); 3 1 ,  Hennep in L, 
26 Nov (DFS). 

Mallard 
MC: 78,544, Chau, I ')  Nov (R&SB) ;  34 1 0, Hennepin L, 26 Nov 
(OFS). 

MOTTLED DUCK 
Through period (since May), LSptld ( H DB, m .ob.). 

B l ue-winged Teal 
MC: 2800, Hennep in l., 1 8  Sep (DFS); 600, Carl.L, 25 Sep ( K M ,  DK, 
CW, lOS). LD: 3 N ov, Spring L (Carroll Co) ( ASt). 

Northern Shoveler 
EA: 15 Aug, Chau (TM, DK); 19 Aug (3), Arcola Marsh (Douglas Co) 
(BG);  28 Aug, Carl.F (KM, DK). M C :  2400, Hennep in L, l 6 Oct 
(OFS); 1 607, Chau, 1 9  Nov (R&SB). 

Northern Pintail 
EA: 15 Aug (2), Chau (TM, DK); l 9 Aug, LCal (WM); 27 Aug ( 1 6), 
Hen nepin L ( DFS). MC: 15,444, Chau, 1 9  Nov (R&SB); 1 500, 
Hennep in L, 1 6  Oct (DFS). 

Green-winged Teal 
EA: 5 Aug (3),  LCa l (WM); 1 5  Aug ( 1 5), Chau (TM, DK); 24 Aug, 
Rainbow Beach, Ch i (DFS). MC: 7862 , Chau, 1 2  Nov (R&S B); 700, 
Pulnam Co, 1 6  Oct (DFS). 

Canvasback 
EA: 16 Oct (2), Hennep in L (DFS). MC: 2500, Hancock Co, 12 Nov 
(ADJ; 6 1 0, Hennepi n L, 26 Nov (DFS). 

Redhead 
EA: 1 8  Sep, Hennepin L (DFS). M C :  6 1 2, Highlm1d Park (Lake Co), 
2 1  Nov (GW). 

R i n g-necked Duck 
EA: 9 Oct (3), Oswego (Kenda l l  Co) ( DFS); 10 Oct, HL (F l-I). M C :  

1 399, Chau, 12  Nov ( R&SB); 620, Hennepin  L, 26 Nov (DFS). 

Greater Scau p 
EA: 6 Nov, Foss P (Lake Co) (ES). M C :  3600, Highland Park ( Lake 
Co), 2 1  Nov (GW); 2000, lBSP, 6 N ov (KM, VM). Others: 22 Nov 
(2), Cl in .L (CW); 27 Nov (female), Nel son M (UG). 

Lesser Scaup 
EA: 13  Ang (male), Hennepin L (DFS) ; 1 5  A!!J:, HL (FH); 1 5  AJJJ: (3),  
Chau (TM, DK). MC: 7820, I BSP, 1 8  Nov (ES) ; 6000, Highl and Park 
( Lake Co), 18 Nov (ES); 6000, Hancock Co, 1 2  Nov (AD); 6 1 5 , Chau, 
5 Nov (R&SB). 

Surf Scoter 
EA: 1 8  Oct (4), Nelson M (SC, ES, SB,SD, 111.ob.); 23 Oct (4), JBSP 
(AFS) ; 3 1  Oct, O'Fallon (KM); 3 Nov, Gillson P, Wil mette (EW). MC: 
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Bufflehead. 1 4  Novernher 2004. Chicago Botanic 
Garden, Cuok County. Photo by Eric Walters. 

1 5 , lBSP, 20 Nov (ES) ;  6, Carl.C, 7 Nov ( DK); 6, Clin.L, 22 Nov 
(CW); 3, Rock Cut S P, 7 Nov ( OW);  3, Chau , 4 N ov ( KR) .  

White-winged Scotcr 
EA: 3 1  Oct (4), Chau (K R); 12 Nov, Rend L (KM ). MC: 28, I BSP, 1 8  
Nov (ES); 8 ,  Glencoe (Cook Co), 1 3  Nov (AA ) ; 6, Gi l lson P, Wil mette, 
I I Nov (AFS), 

Black Scoter 
EA: 6 Nov (2), L Vandalia ( Fayette Co) (TM). MC: 1 5, IBSP, 20 Nov 

( B&KF); 4, Carl .C, 2 2  Nov (CM ) . 
. 

Long-tailed Duck 
EA: 5 Nov (female), Carl.C ( D K): 12 N ov (acl . male found dead). 
Montrose 1-1 ( DA). MC: 42, Cook Co lakefront, 20 Nov (GW). 

. . 

Bufflehead 
EA: 30 Oct, Foss P ( B&KF ) ; 31 Ocl, 
Wauk. ( MFk); 3 Nov, Gi l lson P, Wilmette 
( EW); 1 1  Nov, Fulton Co ( KM). M C :  750, 
Hancock Co, 1 2  Nov (A D) ;  1 48, Great 
Lakes Naval Trni n ing Center (Lake Co), 
25 Nov (EW); 1 29, Hennep in  L, 26 Nov 
( DFS); 94, LSpnd, 28 Nov ( RJ). 

Common Goldeneye 
EA: 1 6  Ocl, Hennepin L ( DFS) ; 3 N ov, 
G i l l son P, Wi lmette (EW); 5 Nov, Lock & 
Darn 1 3  (Wh iteside Co) (ASt). MC: 1 50, 

Highl�md Park ( L�1ke Co), 20 Nov (GW, 
COS). 

Hooded Merganser 
EA: 4 Sep, A lton ( M adison Co) ( WCR) . 
MC: 34 1 , Chau, 2 7  Nov (R&SB);  64, 
Crab Orchmd N WR ( W i l l iamson Co), 29 

Nov ( EW).  

Com mon Merganser 
EA: l Aug (probably summering), R ice L 
( D.I M) ;  9 Nov, Chau (Tl::). The only 
reports before December. 

Red-breasted M e rganser 

(R&SB) ;  1 4 1 1 ,  Chau, 5 Nov ( R&S ll ) ; 881 1 ,  l l e 1 1 ncp in  L, 2(> Nov 
( DFS). 

Ring-necked Pheasant 
MC: 1 2, rlrnwning (Schu lyer Co), 2 8  Nov (DR); 1 1 . De Will ( 'o, 1 4  

Nov (TM ) .  

Greater P ra irie-Chicken 
MC: 39. l'rai rie Ridge Slate Natural Are:1 (Jasper Co), 7 Oct ( RS) ;  22, 
Pra irie Ridge State Natural Arca ( Marion Co), 18 Nov (RS). 

Wild Turkey 
MC: 30. Kickapoo SP (Vermi l ion Co), 2 Sep (CW);  25, W:1sh inglon 
Co. 12 Oct ( KM ); 2 1 ,  . Jackson Co, 1 2  Oct (KM) ;  1 9, Lenzburg (St. 
Clair Co), 29 Nov (TUM); 1 8, Spring L S FWA (Ta1.ewel l  Co), 28 Nov 
( CW);  1 8 , n. Rock Is land Co, 1 0  Oct ( f":W) .  

N o rthern Bobwhite 
MC: 25, Dean Hi l l s  N Psv ( Fayette Co), 9 Oct (TM ); 22 (one covey), 
Winchester (Scolt Co), 1 6  Oct (EW); 1 1 , G1·een R CA ( Lee Co), 6 Nov 
( JW) .  

Red-throated Loon 
EA: 1 7- 1 9  Oct, Chau (KR,  KM); 27  OcL 18SP  ( B&KF); 2 1  Nov, 
Carl .C (JE). MC: 2 ,  lrlSP, 26 Nov (AFS) ;  2 ,  H ighland Park (Lake Co), 
20 N ov (GW, ES, COS, D BC). LD: I Dec , Carl . L  (KM); I 5 Nov, 
Wauk.  (CF, R I  I ,  CG, JS). 

Pacific Loon 
EA: 1 7  Oct, Anderson L ( Fulton Co) ( KR) ; 18 Oct, Chau ( " B&KF). 
MC: 2 ,  Chau, 4 & 1 1  Nov (KR) . LD: 2 7  Nov (2), Peoria L 
(Tazewell/Peoria Cos)  (K R).  Other: 7 Nov, L Shelbyv i l le (Mou ltrie 
Co) (TM) .  This species has been rernowd from the I O RC rev iew l ist. 

Common Loon 
EA: 21 Ayg, Wauk. (AFS, DW)-record early arrival by two weeks; 
8 Sep, Montrose 1-1 ( LM )-th i rcl earliest fal l  arrival. M C :  40, C l i n. L, 
23 Nov ( M D); 40, Carl.L, 8 Nov ( K M ); 40, I-I L, 22 Nov ( Fl-I); I 1 ,  
G i llson P, Wilmette, 24 Nov (EW ct a l . ) .  

Pied-bil led Grebe 
MC: 1 45, H ennepin L, 24 Sep ( DFS); 70, 

St. Clair Co, I Aug ( K M ); 45, Chau, 1 5  

Oct ( R&SB). 

Horned Grebe 
l<:A: 28 Sep, Carl .L ( K M ) .  MC: 32. 

Highland Park ( Lake Co). 20 Nov (GW. 
ES, COS) ; 28, LSpfld, 28 N ov ( R.I ) ;  25,  
C l in .L , 29 Nov ( K M); 1 5 , Rend L, 1 2  

Nov (KM ); 1 4, L Centra l i a  (Ma rion Co), 
29 N ov (EW);  1 1 , I-I L, 26 Nov (Fl-I ). 

Red-necked Grehe 
EA: Llw,, Clear L ( Mason Co) (AFS. 
M M ,  K R. ASr)-- second earliest fal l  
arrival; 3 0  Sep, Homer L (Champaign 
Co) ( EC)---fourth e<1rl icst rai l  arriva l .  

M C :  2 ,  l l i gh lancl Park (Lake Co), 7 Nov 
( M M ) .  LD: 14 Nov, Cl in .L ( KM). 

Eared G rebe 
E A :  7 Sep, Carl.C (DK), M C :  3, Carl.C, 
1 1 -25  Sep (TM , DK, 111.ob.). LO: 6 Nov, 
Chau ( KR);  9-23 Oct, Nelson M (SC , ES, 
111 .ob.); 25 Sep . Carl.L (KM, DK, TM, 
lOS); 20 Sep, Edwards Co ( RS). 
Western Grebe 

EA: 6 Nuv, 1 8S P  (KM) ;  7 Nov (2), Lake 
Foresl (Lake Co) ( RP); 1 5  Nov, I I L  ( FH).  
M C :  I 0 1 1 .  G lencoe (Cook Co) ,  20 Nov 
(GW, COS); 1 50, Clin . L, 29 Nov ( K M ). 

Rudd)' Duck 
M C :  1 6 1 5 ,  Clear L ( M ason Co), 5 Nov 

Wild Turkey. Kenne/wk County Pork, 
Vermilion Countv. 23 Octoher 2004. Photo 
by Eric Walters . .  

E A :  1 4  Oct-6 N ov, Chau ( KR,  R&SB, 
� Es, 111.ob. ); 1 3  N ov, Gi l lson l'. 
Wilmette ( UG) .  LD: I (1-2 1 N ov, 
Evanston (A FS, GW); 2 1  Nov, 
Keni lworth (Cook Co)  (AFS);  20 N ov, 
Rich land Co ( RS).  
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American Wh ite Pelican 
EA: 24 Jul ( 1 40), Carl. F  ( K M ). M C :  3500, 
Carl.F, 28 Sep ( K M ); 3000, HL, 1 7  Oct (WCR) ; 
2443, Clear L (Mason Co), I Oct (R&SB); 2 1 85, 
Hennep in  L, 1 8  Sep (DFS); 2000, Ch::m, 2 6  Sep 
(KR) ,  1 8  Oct (KM). LD: i nto Dec. 

BROWN P E L ICAN 
27-3 1 Aug, L M ichigan, Chi lo Wauk . (JN, 
* DA, *CJ, AFS) ;  8 Sep-9 Sep, LCal ( KW, 
CT:ph , el aL); 7-28 Nov, C l in . L  (GL:ph ,  
TM :ph , UG :ph, S B :ph, m.ob. ) .  [Other: 3 Oct, 
Cook Co.] 

Double-crested Cormora nt 

Cattle Egret 
EA: 9 Aug, Middle Fork SFWA (Verm i l ion Co) 
(CW). MC: 72, Chau, 23 Aug ( LLH) .  

Green Heron 
MC: 1 0, Chau, 14 & 20 Aug ( R&SB);  8,  LCal, 
I 5 Aug (WM, JA). LD: 26 Oct, Km1kakee (JH) ;  
25 Sep, Carl.L (KM,  !OS). 

B l ack-crowned Night-Heron 
MC: 79, Chau, 20 Aug ( R&SB). LD: 20 Nov 
(3) ,  LC::1 I ( DFS); 1 1  Nov, Grnnl P (AA) .  

Yel low-crowned Night-Heron 

EA: 28 Jul (20), I BSP (EW) .  MC: 1 0,000, Rend 
L, 1 2  Nov (KM ) ; 4500, Carl. L, I I Sep ( KM,  D K, 
TM, M D):  2377, Chau, 29 Oct ( R&SB);  508, 
Montrose H, 2 �  Sep (GW). 

Brown Pelican .  Clinton Lct!ce, 

De Witt County. 2 6  Novernber 
2004. Photo by Urs Geiser: 

EA: I Aug, HL ( FH): 9 Aug, M i ddle Fork 
SFWA ( Vermi l ion Co) (CW); 2 1  Aug (ad.) ,  
Clrnu (LLl-1, TM, M D) ;  27 Aug (ad.), Chicago 
R, Chi (COG) . LD: 14-22 Sep (juv.J, LCal (WM 
ct a l .). 

A m e rican B i ttern 
LD: 2 1 -25 Oct, Afton FP ( De Kalb Co) ( D.I S) ; 25 Sep, Chinquapin 
BlulTs Psv ( Woodford Co) (fide M Fr). 

Least B i ttern 
M C :  2-3, West Du Page Wds FP ( Du Page Co), 8 Aug ( UG);  2, Chau, 
1 5  Aug (TM, D K, KR) .  LO: 1 0  Ser, Hennepin L ( DFS). 

G reat Blue Heron 
MC: 2 7 1 ,  Chi1u , 14 Aug (R&SB); 1 80, Putnam Co, 13 Aug ( DFS). 

Great Egret 
MC: l 1 90, Chau, 6 Aug ( R&SB);  465, Putnam Co, 13 Aug (DFS): 
300, McG innis SI., 5 Aug (B&KF); 250, Cml . F, 28 Aug ( KM,  DK) .  
LO: 2 1  Nov, I-I L ( FH); 13  Nov, Palos area (Cook Co) (KW);  6 N ov, 
Dn:�sden Nuclear Power Station cool ing lake (Wi l l  Co) (EW); 3 1  Oct, 
Rock Cut SP ( DW). 

Snowy Egret 
MC: 73, Calhoun Co, l 7 Aug (LLH);  30, Stump L (Jersey Co), 8 Aug 
(KM); 1 0, Chau , 1 2 Aug (KR) ; 2, LCal, 1 1 Scp (GW). LD: 1 7 0ct, H L  
(FH); 2 6  Sep, B i g  Marsh, LCa l (WM) .  

L i ttle Blue H eron 
M C :  1 50+, Chau, 5 Aug ( KR); 27, LCal ,  27 Aug (WM ). LD: 16 Oct, 
Chau ( 11&KF);  1 0  Oct, HL (FH);  30 Sep (3 ) ,  LCal (WM).  Others: l O  
Aug ('.?. i 1 11 111.), Burnidgc F l' ( Kai1c Co) (AA, CN); 1 1  Aug, Douglas P, 
Chi (AA);  22-29 Aug, Rlda ( DW).  
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Wood Stork 
7- 1 2  Oct. (i 111111 . ) ,  Crawdad Slough, Palos area (Cook Co) (B&KF, 
A M ,  GW:ph, K M :ph, 111.ob.). There are rumors that this bird may have 
been present in the Palos area for some t ime before and after the cited 
dales. See article in this issue. 

BLACK V ULT U RE 
M C :  1 8, Gibsonia (Gal latin Co), 26 Sep ( EW). 

Turkey Vulture 
MC: 1 44, Johnson Sauk Trail SP (Henry Co), 10 Oct ( EW); 1 27, 
Kankakee, 21 Oct (JH); 100, Spilt!, 1 1  Oct ( KM). LD: 20 Nov, 
Glencoe (Cook Co) (GW, UG). 

Osprey 
EA: 1 7  Aug, Des Plaines (Cook Co) (AA). M C :  1 7, IBSP, 6 Sep (VB) ;  
4, Rkfd, 28 Aug ( DW); 4, Carl. L, 2 l Sep ( D FS) .  LD:  1 1  Oct, Jasper 
Co (RS). 

Mississippi Kite 
LO: 28  Aug (juv.), Jefferson Co (RS); 22 Aug, Rock Cut SP (" DW). 

Bald Eagle 
EA: 5 Sep, lBSP  (VB). MC: 29, Hancock Co, 12 Nov (AD);  1 2  (3 
ad. ), Chau, 29 Nov (EW); I 0 ( I  ad.) ,  1-lcnnepin L, 16 Oct ( DFS);  7, 
IBSP, 1 6 0ct (VB) .  

Northern Harrier 
E A :  30 Jul ,  ne. Champaign Co (BG fide EC); 1 Aug, Carl .8 (KM) ;  I 

Aug, Chau (DJM ). M C :  I 0, IBSP, 
3 1  Oct (VB) ;  8, Hennepin L, 26 
Nov ( Orsi. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
EA: 6 Aug, Adams Co (AD): 1 6  
Aug, Batav ia ( Kane Co) ( ES) ;  28 
Aug, Mason Co (K M ). M C :  1 94, 
I BSP, 16 Oct ( VB). 

Cooper's H awk 
MC: 9, lBSP, 3 1  Oct (VG) ;  5 ,  Salt 
Crk Wds, 1 9  Sep (DFS).  

A nzerican White Pelicans. 
De Pue, Bureau County. 
I 8 Septenzher 2004. 

Photo by Eric Walters. 

Meadowlark 



Swai nson 's Haw k  

LD: I (1 Aug, I l untlcy ( M e l  lent y Col  ( I  W). 

Reel-tailed H aw k  
MC: 506, 1 13SP, 3 1  Oct ( V L� ) --rccorcl s inglc-cla:v count  for I B S I' 

lrnwkwatch :  22, Putn�1 111 Co. 26 Nuv ( Dl-'S) ;  1 7 , LSpllcl. 2 Nov ( IU ); 
1 2, w. Schu lycr Co, 1 7  Oct ( l :W). 

F l<: RRUGINO U S  H AW K  
2 5  Nov ( i 111111 J ,  Cl i n , L  (CW:ph ). 

Rough-legged H aw k  
f<:A: 22 Aui:, Fermi ( '' 'UG. DBC); 1 0  Oct, Nelson M ( ES) ;  I (\  Oct. 
fllornnington ( Mc Lean Co) ( M Frl. MC: 1 4, I BS P, 2 & 7 Nov ( V f3). 

Golden l<:aglc 
EA: 4 Oct, Libci"lyv i l le  (I .ake Co) (GB) ;  1 1  Oct, R ichland Co (RS) ;  1 7  
Oct, Dickson Mounds (Fu lton Co) ( K R). MC: 2 ,  I BS P, 2 Nov ( V 8 ). 
LO:  28 Nov, IBSP (Vl3) ;  25 Nov ( i 111111.), Cl in.L (CW:ph); 5 Nov, 
Kankakee (J l-J ) . 

A merican Kestrel 

"Krider '.\· Red-tailed Hawk. Clinton lake, De Witt 
Countv. Novemher 2004. Photo by Peter Wehe1: 

MC: 1 3, Putnam Co, 2(1 Nov ( DFS); 9, DeWitt Co, 2'! Nov (KM).  

Merlin 

Northern Gos h awk 
EA: 9 Oct, Chau (KR). M C :  2, I BS P.  3 1  Oct ( A FS, 
VB), 2 Nov (VB) & 6 Nov ( OW, VB). 

Red-shouldered H aw k  
E A :  1 1  Sep, Iroquois C o  C A  (Iroquois Co) (EW);  1 3  
Oct , I BSP (VB) .  M C :  24, I BSP, 3 l Oct (VB) .  LO: 2 l 
Nov, I BSP (VB). 

Broad-winged Hawk 
EA: 15 Aug (2), Shabbona L Stale Recreation Area 
( De Kalb Co) (DJS);  25 Aug, Wheaton ( Du Page Co) 
( ES) ;  28 Aug, JeJTerson Co (RS); l l Sep (3), I roquois 
Co CA ( Iroquois Co) (EW) .  MC: 1 25,  I B S P,  24 Sep 
(VB) ;  32, Warren Co. 2() Sep (LLH); 5, Pomona 
(Jackson Co), 26 Sep (RR).  L O: 1 7  Oct, IBSP ( VB). 
Poor migration in s. l l linois ( KM). 

EA: 1 6  Sep. Elsen 's H i l l ,  West Du Page Wds l'P (Du Page Co) ( ES) ;  
26 Sep. !3 1oomington ( M cLean Co) (PO). M C :  42,  J l1 S P, 2 Oct (V B). 

Peregrine Falcon at 
Montrose, Coulc County. 12 

September 2004. Photo hy 
Jeny Kumery. 

LO: 20 Nov, 1 !3SP ( VB), 2 Nov, Mundele in , ( Lake 
Co ) (SB) .  

Peregrine Falcon 
EA: 20 Aug, f'ulton Co (TM, DK) . M C :  47, I BSP, 
24 Sep ( VB)--recorcl single-day count for I BSP 
hawkwa tch .  LO: S Nov, IBSP ( V l3). 

Virginia Rai l  
LO: 28 N ov, Chau (E:W) ;  3 N ov, Hyde Park, Chi  
(ph: fide U G). 

Sora 
MC: 1 8, Chau, 24 Sep (R&SB). LD: 24 Oct, Atton 
FP ( De Kalb Co) ( ES). 

Common M oorhen 
M C :  6 (2  ad.. 4 i rnm.) ,  Tri -Coun ty S P  ( D u  
Page/Kane/Cook Cos), 7 Aug (ES) ;  4 ,  I-I L, 3 Oct  (FH) ;  
3 (ad., 2 juv.), Chau. 2 1  Aug (TM,  MD) . LO:  I O  Oct (2 
imm.), Lock & Dam 1 3  ( Whiteside Co) (EW); 3 Oct, 
I-IL (Fl-I); 23 Sep. LCal ( W M ). 

A merican Coot 
MC: 1 7,000, Hennep i n L, 1 6  Oct (DFS) ;  5400, H L, 3 1  
Oct (KM) .  

Sandhi l l  Crane 
EA: 26 Sep, Wheaton (Du Page Co) (ES). MC: 3 1 80, 
Westchester (Cook Co), 28 Nov (DFS, FMS). LO: into 
Dec. 

W H OO P ING CRANE 
Various reports of birds tha t  are part of the reintroduc
tion progr:.irn 

Black-bel l ied Plover 
EA: 5 Aug, LCal (WM);  1 3  Aug (2), Marshal l  Co 
(DFS). MC: 30, Chau, 1 9  Aug ( K R) .  LO: 26 Oct, 
Wauk. (ES); 24 Oct (3) ,  Montrose 1-J (OW); 20 Oct, 
Fermi ( F:S) .  

A merican Golden-Plover 

Bald Eagles chasing. lake Chautauqua, Mason County. 24 November 
2004. Photo hy Eric Walters. 

EA: 9 .lul, LCal (DFS); 1 8  Jul, Rice L ( KR). M C :  34, 
Momence ( Kankakee Co), 6 Sep (DFS); 20, Marshall 
Co, 27 Aug (DFS);  1 2, LC.i i ,  22 Sep ( W M ). LO: 7 Oct, 
Chau ( KR); 4 Oct, Carl . F  (KM) ;  26 Sep ( I  0), LCal 
(W M). 
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Semipalmated Plover 
EA: 1 9  Jul, M ontrose H (KH); 23 Jul (2), Carl.L 
(EW); 24 Jul (2), Meredosia N WR (Morgan/Cass 
Cos) (TW). M C :  100, Chau, 1 9  Aug (KR), with 75 
there on 2 1  Aug (TM, MD); 1 8, Montrose I-1, 6 Sep 
(GW). LD: 3 1  Oct, Rend L (EW); 1 0  Oct, L 
Shelbyv i l le (Moultrie Co) (TM); 9 Oct, Wauk. 
(UG:ph); 27 Sep (2), Montrose H (GW). 

Piping Plover 
EA: I Aug, Wauk. ( R M); 2 1  Aug, Chau (TM, MD); 
22 Aug, Carl.C (DK); 26 Aug, Sangamon Co 
(I-IDB). MC: 3, Montrose H,  28-3 1 Aug (MBC, JC, 
GW, m.ob.); 2 ,  Chau, 26 Aug (KR). LD: 26-27 Sep, 
Montrose H (GW, RH).  

Killdeer 
MC: 1 000, Carl.F, 24 Jul (KM); 655, Marshall Co, 
1 3  Aug (DFS); 580, c. Kankakee Co, 6 Sep (DFS). 

Black-necked Stilt 
EA: 5 Aug, Chau (KR). MC: 4, East Cape 
Girardeau (Alexander Co), 1 7  Jul (DK); 3 ,  Chau, 
1 2- 1 5  Aug (KR, TM, DK). LD: 24-27 
Oct, St. Clair Co (*FI-I, KM)-easy 
record late date (previously 7 Sep). 

A m erican Avocet 
EA : 14 Jul, Chau (R&SB); 22 Jul, Rice L 
(KR); I Aug, Carl.F (DK, KM); 9 Aug, 
M ontrose H (OM); 9 Aug (4), Bakers L 
(nw. Cook Co) (CF). MC: 1 3 ,  Chau, 26-
28  Sep (KR);  6, Carl .C, 7 Sep (DK). LD: 
2 Oct (3),  Montrose 1-1 (JN, GW, 111.ob.); 
1 0  Oct (2), Union Co CA (U nion Co) 
(DJS). 

Greater Yellowlegs 

Semipalmated Plover at 
Waukegan, Lake County. I 
September 2004. Photo by 
Travis A .  Mahan 

Spotted Sandpiper 
EA: 1 9  Jul, HL (KM). MC: 80, Chau, 8 Aug 
(KR)-record I ll inois high count excluding 
multiple-party Spring Bird Count data; 1 6, 
Wauk. ,  29 Jul ( EW);  1 5 , M eredosia I 
(Morgan/Cass Cos), 24 Jul (TW); 1 1 , Rkfd, 24 
Jul (DW). LD: 24 Oct, nw. Cook Co (JRG et al.); 
2 1  Oct, Kankakee (J l-I :ph); 18 Oct, Lock & Dam 
1 8  (Henderson Co) (EW). 

Upland Sandpiper 
EA: 5 Aug (3), Chau (KR). MC: 6, Decatur 
( Macon Co), 2 1  Aug (TM). LD: 5 Sep, Decatur 
(Macon Co) (TM): 4 Sep, Cherry Valley (Boone 
Co) (DFS); 4 Sep, Rend L (Jefferson Co) (KM). 

Whimbrel 
EA: 23 Jul, Carl.C (BFz); 1 5  Aug, Rainbow 
Beach, Chi (KW) . MC: 3, Wauk., 30 Aug (JS). 
LD: 9 Sep, Montrose H (RH); 8 Sep (2), Wauk. 
(B&KF). Other: 29 Aug, Chau (KR). 

H udsonian Godwit 
EA: 1 9  Aug, Chau (KR). MC: I 0, Chau, 
26 Aug (KR). LD: 3 Oct, Montrose H 
(LB, LM); 1 8  Sep, Marshall Co ( EW, 
DFS). 

Marbled Godwit 
EA: 26-27 Aug, Chau (KR, B&KF). 
MC: 2, La Salle L (La Salle Co), 25 Sep 
(DJS, J&CM). LD: 6 Sep, Carl.F  (RJ). 

Ruddy Turnstone 

Piping Plova Montrose, Cook 
County. 29 August. Photo by Jerry 
Kumery. 

EA: 25 Jul, Wauk. (DW); 30 Jul (5), 
Sangamon Co (HOB); 3 Aug, Rend L 
(Jefferson Co) (DK). M C :  I 0, Chau, 1 9  
Aug (KR); 1 0, Montrose 1-1, 1 6  Aug 
(RH). LD: 27 Sep, Montrose 1-l (GW). 

Red Knot 

Two Piping Plovers, Montrsoe, 
Cook County. 29 August. Photo hy 
Jerry Kumery. 

EA: 1 4  Aug, Rend L (Jefferson Co) 
(DK); 1 9  Aug, Chau (KR); 2 1  Aug, 
Wauk. (OW); 23 Aug, Montrose H 
(GW). MC: 6, Wauk.,  1 Sep (SD); 5, 
Wauk., 29-3 1 Aug (AFS, ORD); 3, 

EA: 26  Jun, Vandal i a  (Fayette Co) (TM); 31 Jul ,  Fermi (UG). MC: 
1 50, Chau, 19 Aug (KR); 95, Swan L (PLLtnarn Co), 29 Jul (DFS). LD: 
21 N ov, L Depue (Bureau Co) (DJS); 3 Nov, Thomson (Carroll Cu) 
(ASt); 3 1  Oct, Rend L (EW); 30 Oct (5), Rock Cut SP (DW). 

Brown Co, 22 Aug (BA). LD: 24 Sep, H ennepin L (DFS); 1 7  Sep, 
Rend L (Jefferson Co) (KM); 15 Sep, Montrose I-I (RH). 

Sanderling 
EA: 18 Jul (8), Montrose H (JN); 24 Jul, Spfld (HOB, TM et al.); 3 1  
Jul , Chau (TM). MC: 93, Wauk,, 20 Oct (CG, JS); 89, Wauk., 1 8  Sep 
(DW, AFS); 28, Montrose I-1, 2 Oct (GW); 9, Chau, 26 Aug (TM, MD); 
9, Carl.C, 1 6  Sep ( M R, CW). LD: 26 Nov (2), Wauk. (AFS). 

Lesser Yellow legs 
EA: 6 Jul (6), Split Rock L (La Salle Co) (DJS). MC: 1 1 83 ,  Chau, 20 
Aug ( R&SB); 450, Swan L (Putnam Co), 29 Jul (DFS). LD: 3 Nov, 
Thomson (Carroll Co) (ASt); 3 1  Oct (5), McGinnis S I .  (CLW); 23 Oct 
(7), Cl in.L (EW). 

Solitary Sandpiper 
EA: 17 Jul (3), Woodridge (Du Page Co) (B&KF). 
MC: 40+, McGinnis SI. ,  30 Jul (WS); 3 1 ,  
Wadsworth (Lake Co), 3 1  Jul (AFS); 25, Meredosi a  
I (Morgan/Cass Cos), 2 4  Jul (TW). LD: I 0 Oct, 
Galesburg (Knox Co) (DJM); 10 Oct, Chau (KR); 
5 Oct, Kankakee (JH) ;  2 Oct, Fermi (UG); 28 Sep, 
Chinquapin Bluffs Psv (Woodford Co) (MFr). 

Willet 
EA: 29 Jul, Evanston (EW); 30 Jul (2), Sangamon 
Co (HDB); 3 1  Jul, Rice L (TM). MC: 7, Montrose 
H, 1 7  Aug (KH); 7, Montrose H, 6 Sep (RH, GW); 
3, Carl.L, 26  Aug (KM). LD: 6 Sep (above). 
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Semipalmated Sandpiper 
EA: 18 Jul, Linc.P (EW). MC: 250, Rice L, 31 Jul (TM); 225, 
Meredosia ( Morgan Co), 24 Aug (TW); 55, Sangamon Co, 30 Jul 

(HDB); 35, LCal ,  5 Aug 
(WM). LD:  8 Oct (4), Carl.F 
(KM); 24 Sep, Hennepin L 
(DFS). 

American Avocet. Big 
Lake, Fulton County. 
25 July 2004.Photo by 
Travis A .  Mahan 
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Western S a n d p iper 
FA:  24 Ju l  ( 2 ). M c 1 wlosi : 1  I ( M <ll' g:11 1/C:1ss Cos)  ( l "W) ;  2'! Ju l  (:1d. ). 
Swa11 I. ( f' u t 1 rn 11 1  (o) ( l ) l : S ) ;  30 J u l ,  S:111g:1111on Co (I I U L3 ) ;  3 1  J u l  
(ad. ), R ice L ( T M ) ,  IVIC: 40, I Z i cc  I ., 1 0  A ug ( K lq-secoml h ighest 
I l l i nois cou 1 1 t ;  1 2. Clrnu.  1 5  J\ ug (TM. DK), LD : 4 Oct, C:u·IY ( l( M ). 

Leasl  Sandpiper 
EA I Ju l ,  LCal  ( W M ): 4 Ju l  ( 8 ). S p l i t  Rock  I. ( I  a S:1 l l c  Co) ( D.I S ) , 
IVIC: 350, IZ icc I _ _  3 1  J u l  ( T M ) ;  300, Chau.  2 A ug (  RJ ) ; 250_ M eredosia 
I ( Morgan/C:1ss Cos).  24 Jul  (TW ) ;  200, Sa11g:1 111011 ( 'o, 30 J u l  ( 1 1  U 13) ;  
1 50, Swan L ( Put 11a 111 Co) .  2'! J u l  ( D l-'S). LD: 2ll N o v  ( 3 ) ,  C rn b  
01 chard N W R ( W i l l ia mson Co) ( i :W);  23 Nov, Mad iso11 Co ( F l-I ) ;  1 2  
Nov ( 5 ), Q u i ncy ( !\darns Co)  ( A D ). 

W hite-ru mped S a n d p i per 
E A :  I A ug. R ice L ( K R ). IVIC: 2 .  C h a u .  20 Aug ( 13&Kf--. E S ). L D :  30 
Ocl. Chm1 ( M R  ct  a l . ) ;  1 9  Oct, Montrose 1 1  ( R I-I ) ;  28 S e p ,  C:11· J _ F 
( K M ). 

Baird's Sandpiper 
EA : 8 A ug, Chau ( K IZ ) ;  JO Aug (2). R ice L ( KR ) ;  1 3  J\ug, Swan L 
( Pu tnam Co) ( D FS). M C :  60, Chau, 26 A ug ( KR ) ;  23,  LC':d, 29 J\ug 
(W M , JA);  2 1 ,  Rkfd, 2 2  Aug ( DW ) .  LD:  1 8 Oct,  Pmi l  Dougl as f--p ( n w. 
Cook Co) ( C r ) ;  10 Oct, LCal ( W M ) :  1 0  Oct, U n ion Cu CA ( U n ion 
Co) (DJS) ;  9 Oct, M on t rnsc 1 1  ( f'.S).  

Pectoral Sandpiper 
EA: 9 J u l ,  LCa l ( D FS);  1 7  J u l  (25 ) ,  Car l . C  (TM,  D K ,  8 1-1 ) ;  1 9 J u l  (2 ) ,  
Bakers L ( n w. Cook Co) ( C F).  MC: 6000, Chau , 1 0  Aug (CW);  2300, 
Worl ey L (Tazewell Co) ,  3 J\ug ( ES) .  LD: 2 1  Oct (8), Fermi ( F'S) :  1 4  
Oct (6) ,  Mermet L ( M :1ss:1c Co) ( KM).  

Purple Sandpiper 
3 Nov (2) ,  I B S P  ( B&KF); 4- 1 7  Nov (also in Dec), Wauk . ( D Dz, A l-'S , 
D R D, CF:ph, R l-l : p h ) ,  Th is species is current ly regular  in la te fa l l  and 
early winter al ong the Lake M ich igan sho1·cl ine, and l O RC no longer 
1-cquires review of such records. Records from other s i tes and seasons 
should cont inue to be documented. 

Dunl in  
EA: 1 9  Sep, LCa l ( W M ) .  M C :  1 00, LCal, 20 O c t  ( W M ) ;  74, Chau,  1 8  

Oct (EW); 53, C l i n . L, 2 3  Oct ( L-OW); 
45, Ferm i ,  24 Oct ( UG).  LD: 1 4  N ov, 
Fcl'l11 i (UG); 3 1 Oct, Wauk. ( M  Fk). 

Stilt Sandpiper 
EA: 17  J u l  (20) ,  Carl .C (TM , DK, 
BH);  22 J u l ,  Rice L (KR).  M C :  300, 
Chau, 5 & 1 2  Aug ( KR ); 275,  R ice L, 
3 1  Jul (TM).  LD: 1 6  Oct, Fermi 
(UG); lO Oct. U n ion Co CA ( U n ion 
Co) ( DJS) ;  3 Oct, Chau ( KR): 2 Oct, 
Cl i n.L ( EW). 

Buff-breasted Sa n d p i per 

S hort-hi lled Dowiicher 
EA:  5 J u l .  LC '<il ( B& l( F ): 7 J u l .  Montrose 1 1  ( IZ l  I ). M C:  3 1 4, Chau, :l 
Sep ( R&Sl3 ) .  LO: 6 Oct , .Jasper Co ( RS ). 

Least Sandpipc1; 111clllkcgan Beach, Lllke Countv. 
Septcrnhcr 2004. Photo hy Tm vis A. Mllhan. 

Long-hil led Dowitcher 
EA: 3 1  Ju l ,  J P  (G&SD); I Aug (2), Meredosia ( M organ Co) (TW). 
IVIC: 300. Chau, 30 Sep ( KR) ;  50, Chau, 28 A ug ( K M ,  D K , TM , \ OS ) . 
LO:  30 Oct (20), C l i n . L  ( M R  ct a l . ) .  

Wilson's Snipe 
EA: 12  Ju l ,  Naperv i l l e  ( Du Page Co) ( M S) ;  1 7  Ju l ,  Ca1· 1 .C (TM ); 1 5  
Aug, Chau (TM,  D K). MC: 1 1 , Carl . L ,  8 Oct ( K M ); 1 0, Hennepin  L, 
24 Sep ( DFS). 

American Woodcock 
EA: 2 Sep, IBSP ( RP). MC: 8, M orai ne View SP ( M c lean Co), 30 
Oct ( M R  ct aL)_  LO:  8 N ov, Carl . L ( K M); 3 1  Oct, Wa u k .  (M F k) ; 3 1  
Oct, K:mkakce {.JH ) ,  Few reports, 

Wilson's Phalarope 
EA: 1 7  Jul, Carl .C ( TM ) ; 20 .J u l ,  
C h a u  ( K R) ; 7 Aug, McGinn is  S I .  
(COG). IVIC: 9 ,  Chau, 1 0  J\u g  ( CW, 
M R) . LD: 28 J\ug, Chau ( K M ,  D K, 
T M ,  IOS) .  

Red-necked Phalarope 
EA: 3 l J u l ,  Rice L (TM); 1 3  Aug 
(j uv.), Marsha l l  Co ( D FS). MC: 8, 

Carl .L,  l l Sep ( K M ,  DK, TM, M D) ;  
5,  Chau, 1 7  Sep (B&KF). LD: 2 5  

Sep (3 ) ,  Carl , L  ( K M ,  IOS ) . 

Red P h a l a rope 
EA:  1 5- 1 6 Sep, L Decatur ( M acon 
Co) ( M D, CW, M R) .  

PARASITIC JAEGER 
1 8-26 S e p  (juv.) ,  Carl.L ( D K ,  K M ,  
CW:ph,  111 .ob. ) .  [Other: 1 0  Sep, 
Carl .L.] 

EA: 5 Aug, Chau ( KR) ;  7 Aug, 
Kanevi l le (Kane Co) ( F'S ) ;  1 () Aug, 
R i ce L ( KR ) ;  1 5  Aug, Rend L 
(Jefferson Co) ( K M ) ;  I LJ Aug, L 
Shel byv i l le (Shelby/Moultrie Cos) 
(CW): 2 1 Aug, M omence ( Kankakee 
Co) (GW ) .  MC: 44, Chau, 23 Aug 
( L LH);  1 5, Cherry Val l ey ( Boone 
Co), 28 Aug {OW ) .  LD: 24 Sep, 
M anteno ( Kankakee Co) (FW); 1 7  
Sep, Rend L (Jefferson Co) ( KM ) ; 1 6  
Sep (2) ,  Chau (KR);  1 0  Sep (2), 
Kendall Co ( DFS). 

Sanderling, Waukegan Beach, Lake County. 1 
LONG-TA I LE D  JAEGER 
6-25 Sep (2 juvs.), Carl .L  ( DK,  

[RUFF 
1 3  Oct, Massac Co.]  

Volume 14, Number 2 

Septemher 2004. Photo hy Travis A. Mahan. T M : ph, m .ob.) . 

Laughing Gull  
EA: J O  J ul, Carl .C ( KM) . LD: 9 N ov, Carl.C ( D K ) ;  1 8  Sep (juv. ), 1-1 L 
(.JE fide C M ). Other: 28 Aug, Rock Cut SP (DW)-fi rst Winnebago 
Co record . 
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Lesser Black-backed Gull. Evanston, Cook Cottn(y. 8 

November 2004. Photo by Eric Walters. 

Franklin's G u l l  
EA: 26 Aug, Carl . L  (KM) .  MC: 800+, Carl .C, 7 Nov (WCR)-second 
h ighest I l linois count. LD: 20 Nov (3), Wauk. (UG); 20 Nov ( 1 0),  
I B S P  (AFS, JRS ct al .) .  

Bonaparte's G ul l  
EA: 3 1  Jul (5-4 ad., l juv.), LCal (EW); 1 3  Aug ( 3  ad.), Putnam Co 
( DFS). MC: 2000, Carl.L, 8 Nov ( KM); 275+, L Mattoon (Coles Co), 
29 Nov (EW). Few records at Evanston (EW). 

[M EW GULL 
2 2  Nov, DeWitt Co.] 

Ring-billed G ull 
MC: 8000, Carl.L, 8 Nov (KM) ;  2700, Putnam Co, 13 Aug ( D FS); 
1 1 00, Montrose H, 5 Aug (GW ). 

California Gull  
28  Nov (ad.), Winthrop Harbor (Lake Co) (Rl-l :ph). This species has 
been removed from the I O RC review list. 

Herring G u l l  
E A :  13  Aug (6), Marshall C o  (DFS). MC: 2000, Winthrop Hnrbor 
( Lake Co), 6 Nov ( KM); 1 1 0, Grant P, 1 3  Sep (DFS). 
T h ayer's C ul l  
E A :  I Oct (2 ad.), Winthrop Harbor (Lake Co) (CF). MC:  1 0  (8  ad., 
1 st, 3rd), Winthrop Harbor ( Loke Co), 20 Nov (RH) .  

Iceland G u l l  
MC:  2 (ad., 1 st), Winthrop Harbor (Lake Co), 20 Nov (RH). Only 
report. 

Lesser B lack-backed C ul l  
EA: 2 1  Aug, Richland Co (RS). MC: 2,  Winthrop Harbor (Lake Co), 
l Oct (CF); 2, New M i lford (Winnebago Co), 20 Nov (DW). Others: 
3 Oct, Carl .C (DK)  & lhrough 26 Nov (m .ob.) ; 7 Nov, I B S P  (KM);  9 
Nov, Rend L (KM); 1 4  Nov (ad.), C l i n. L  ( KM); 30 Oct (ad.), Wol f  
Creek SP (Shelby Co) (EW); 8-24 Nov (ad.), Evanston (EW:ph); 2 1  
Nov, Evanston (GW). 

G laucous Gull 
EA: 1 3  Nov ( ! st), Winthrop H arbor (Lake Co) (ES) . Only report. 

Great B lack-backed Gul l  
EA: 28 Aug ( l st), Wau k. (AFS); 4 Sep (2nd), Wauk. (DW). Others: 
29 Sep ,  Peoria (TE); 10 Oct- 1 4  Nov (ad.), Lock & Dam 13 (Whiteside 
Co) (EW, m.ob.); 1 5  Oct into Dec (ad.), Wauk. (AFS et al . ); 26 Nov 
(ad.), Wilmelte (EW, JK). 

Sabine's Gull  
EA: 1 4- 1 5  Sep (ad.), L Spfld (HOB, KR); 5- 1 9  Sep (2 imm.), L 
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Decatur (M acon Co) (MD, TM, A FS); 16 Sep (juv.), Chau (KR). MC: 
3 (imm.), Carl .C, 1 6- 1 8  Sep ( M R, D K  et al .) ; 2 (imm.),  Carl .C, 1 9-24 
Sep (DK, CW, m.ob.) .  LD: 19 Nov (juv.), Tazewell Co (KR); 1 5 - 1 6  Oct 
(ad.), Chau (R&SB, B&KF). 

Black-legged Kittiwake 
EA: 6-28 Nov (irnm.) , Carl .C (TM, RS, D K :ph, 111 .ob.); 1 1  Nov 
(imm.), Gi l lson P, Wilmette (RI-I); 1 1  Nov (ad.) , Tazewel l  Co (KR) . LD 
24 Nov (2 i111m.), G illson P, Wilmette (EW, m.ob.) . 

Caspian Tern 
M C :  68, LCal, 8 Aug (WM);  50, Chau, 3 Sep (R&SB); 36, Carl.L, 23 
Aug (KM);  34, Hennep in L, 13 Aug (DFS).  LD: 2 Ocl (3), LCal 
(GW) ;  20 Sep, Carl .L (KM) . 
Common Tern 
EA: 14 Jul, LCal (WM); 18 Aug, Montrose H (B&KF) . MC: 36, 
Carl .C, 16 Sep (MR, CW). LD: 7 Nov ( 1 st yr.), Wauk. (MM ); 1 5  Oct, 
C l i n . L  (CW). 

Forster's Ter n  
EA:  7 Jul, LCal (WM); 1 7  Ju l ,  Crn'l.C (TM, DK, B l-l). MC:  45 ,  Carl .L, 
25 Sep (KM, IOS). LD: 13 Oct, La Salle L (La Salle Co) (DJS) ; 8 Oct, 
Carl.L (KM); 21 Sep, Montrose H (GW ) . 
Least Tern 
MC:  4, Jackson Co, 29 Jul (KM). LD: 6 Sep (ad.), Rkfcl (OW). 

Black Tern 
EA: 30 Jul (22), McGinnis Sl. (WS); 30 Jul (26), Riverbcnd FP 
(Champaign Co) (BG). MC:  95, H ennepin L, 27 Aug (DFS); 70, 
Sangamon Co, 30 Jul (HOB); 55, Chau, 1 9  Aug (KR). LD: 26 Oct 
(25), Quincy (Adams Co) (AD)-seconcl latest departure and a 
remarkable number for so late in season. 

BLACK SKIM M ER 
25 Sep, Madison Co (FH:ph). 

ANCIENT M U R RELET 
6 Nov, Carl.C ( D K:ph, TM:ph) .  

Rock Dove 
MC:  655, s. Cook Co, 20 Nov (DFS); 500, Champaign (Champaign 
Co), 1 6  Nov (RJ); 330, LSpfld, 7 Nov (RJ); 1 53, Montrose H, 23 Sep 
(GW) . 

Eurasian Collared-Dove. Waltonville, Jefferson County. 
3 1  October 2004. Photo by Eric Walters. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 
MC: 1 8, Waltonvi l le (Jefferson Co), 3 1  Oct (EW); 9, Arcola (Douglas 
Co), 1 9  Aug (CW); 8, Carl.L, 4 Oct (KM) . Others: 2 1  Sep , Greenville 
( Bond Co) (DFS); 12 Nov, Washinglon Co (KM); 1 8  Nov, Sand Rdg 
( K M). 

Meadowlark 



Mourning Dove 
MC: 700, St , Clc1 i r  Cu. 2 Nov ( K M ); 460, Sang,1mon Co, 1 8  Oct 
( K M ) ;  285, Boone Co, 7 Aug ( DFS);  2 1 0, Kane Co, 28 Nov ( lW S ). 

INCA DOVE 
23 Sep into Dec, Carbondale ( Jackson Co) ( C l-l : ph , 111 .ob. )-first 
I l l inois record. 

Monk Parakeet 
MC: 1 00, .I P, 28 Aug ( KC ) : 86, 1:3urnharn, LCal, 2 1  N ov ( W M ): 23,  
Rai nbow Beach, Ch i . 3 S e p  ( DFS ) ; 1 8, McCol'lnick Pl ace, Ch i ,  1 l Oct 
(AA); 1 4, Addison ( Du P>1gc Co), 2 1  N ov ( U G ) ;  4, Carl.L. 2 Oct 
( K M ). 

Northern Flicke1: Montrose, Cook County. 1 2  

September 2004. Photo by Eric Walters. 

Black-billed Cuckoo 
EA: 13 Aug, Aclarns Co (AD); l 8 Aug, Carl.F (LLH); 28  Aug, South 
Shore, Chi (DFS ) . LD: 26 Sep, HL (FH); 25 Sep , Carl.L ( K M ,  !OS); 
22 Sep, Hampshire FP ( Kane Co) ( ES); 20 Sep, Schuyler Co (LLH) . 

Yellow-bi lled Cuckoo 
EA: 3 1  Jul, JP (G&SD). MC: 1 0, Adams Co, 6 Aug (AD) ; 5, 
Hennepi n  L, l 3 Aug (DFS). LO: 9 Oct, Oswego ( Kendal l  Co) (DFS) . 

Barn Owl 
4- 1 8  Nov, Marion Co ( RS:ph) .  

Eastern Screech-Owl 
MC: 3 ,  Busey Wds, 5 Sep (CW); 2,  Sand Rdg, 8 Oct (RJ); 2 ,  De Kalb 
Co, 12 Sep ( EW). 

Great Horned Owl 
MC: 3, Clin.L, 14 Nov ( KM); 3 ,  Sand Rdg, 9 Oct (RJ); 2 ,  Windfa l l  L 
(Vermi l ion Co), 23 Aug (CW). 

Snowy Owl 
EA: 27 Nov, Calumet Park (Cook Co) (JM). 

Barred Owl 
MC: 3, Carl.C, 6 Sep (RJ); 2,  Macoupin Co, l 7 Oct (KM ) . 

Long-eared Owl 
EA: 5 Nov, Montrose H (RH); 1 4  Nov, Lyons Wds (Lake Co) (JG).  

Short-eared Owl 
E A :  8 Am:. LCal (*WM);  20 A!!.J:, Prairie R i dge State Natural Area 
(Jasper Co) ( RS)--both records more l i kely i nvol ving post-breed ing 
wanderers; 4 Oct, Montrose H (GW). MC: 6, Emiquon NWR (Fulton 
Co), 1 8  Nov ( A FS); 3, lBSP, 6 Nov (KM).  
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N o rthern Saw-whet Owl 
EA : 20 Oct, [3usey Wds ( C ' W ). Other : 30 Nov, Chi (DI l : ph ). 

Common Nigh t h aw k  
E A :  1 8  A u g  ( 7 ) ,  D e s  P lai nes (Couk Co)  ( A i\ ) , M C :  500+, O g l e  Co, 
25 Aug ( /\St); 3 1  O+, Des P l a i nes ( Cook Co), 22 Aug (AA);  1 50 , S 1)/lcl, 
28 Aug ( RJ ); 1 25 ,  Rkfd, 24 Aug ( DW ) ;  1 05 ,  w. Cook Cu, 26 Aug 
( DFS) ;  59, Forest G le n  Psv, 7 Sep (CW);  40,  St. C la i 1· Co, 4 Sep ( K M ).. 
LD: 7 Nov, Splld (RJ)-record late date by one day; 1 2  Oct, 
Ga lcsbu 1·g ( Knox Co) ( DJ M ); 9 Oct, Oswego ( Kendal l  Co) ( Df'S ). 

W h ip-poor-will  
1 8  A ug, Ferne Cly lfc S P  (.lohnso11 Co) ( K M ); 22 Sep , Ol ive P, Chi  
(TRk) ;  25 Oct, M ontrose H (k i l lecl by Peregrine Fci lcon) ( R H ,  speci
men to Fie ld M useum of Nalural l-l isto1'y, Ch i )-second latest I ll inois 
date. and on ly the fou1ih record beyoncl the first week of Oct. Only 
reports, 

C h i mney Swift 
MC: 500, Sptld, 28 Aug ( RJ ) ;  284, Montrose 1 1 , l 5 Aug ( G W);  1 80, 
Madison Co. 27 Sep ( KM); 70+, Ga lesburg ( Knox Co), 1 3  Oct ( DJ M ) .  
LO:  2 4  Oct, O ' Fal lon ( KM);  1 6  Oct , Galesburg ( Knox Co) ( D.I M);  8 
Oct, A rgonne National Laboratory ( D u  Page Co) ( U G); 6 Oct, Rkfrl 
( DW). 

R u by-throated H u m m ingbird 
MC: 100+ (46 banded), Fayettev i l l e  (St. C la ir Co), 3 1  J u l  ( V K ) ;  100+ 
(54 banded), w. Fulton Co, 5 Aug (VK);  1 9, Wolf L, LCa l , 1 8  Sep 
(WS);  1 2, Carl.L , 3 Sep (K M) ; 9, Lodge P, 3 Sep (CW). LD: 30 Nov 
(at feeder), Champaign (Champa ign Co) ( S B); 24 Oct, Cialesburg 
( Knox Co) ( DJ M ) ;  23 Oct ( 1 5), Sptld (R.I); 7 Oct, Rkfd ( DW); 5 Oct, 
O ' Fal lon ( K M); 2 Oct, Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe (Cook Co) 
(AA). 

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD 
10  A!!.J:-4 Oct (ad. male) ,  B u l l  Val l ey ( McHenry Co) (DF, *DW, * B F, 
JB:ph). [Other: early Nov- 1 6  N ov, Menard Co.] 

Belted K i ngfisher 
MC: ll, M i ddle Fork FP, 21  A u g  (CW) -record fall high count; 6,  
Adams C o ,  15  Oct ( A D); 4, LCal, 25 S e p  ( DFS) . 

Red-headed Wood pecker 
EA: 20 Sep, Grant P (DFS). MC: 30, Rend L, 4 Sep (KM); 26, e. 
Kankakee Co, 6 Sep ( D FS); l 5 ,  Big Bend SFWA (Whites ide Co), 1 1  
Sep (DFS) . 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 
MC: 31,  Forest Glen Psv, 7 Aug (CW)-record fall high count; 22, 
Putnam Co, 26 Nov ( D FS); 20, Pi att Co, 4 Sep (BG, CW); 1 7, Big 
Bend SFWA ( Whiteside Co), 1 1  Sep (DFS); 1 6, n.  Woodford Co, 1 8  
Sep ( DFS) ;  1 5 ,  Carl.L, 2 8  Sep (KM).  

Yellow-bellied S apsucker 
EA: 22 Sep, Linc.P (GW); 26 Sep, B loomi ngton ( M c Lean Co) ( PO) ; 
26 Sep, Galesburg (Knox Co) (DJM); 30 Sep, HL ( F H ) .  MC: 1 4, 
L inc.P, 6 Oct (GW); 1 2, J P, 2 Oct (G&SD); 6, Busey Wds, 1 3  Oct 
(CW). 

Downy Woodpecker 
MC: 37, Piatt Co, 4 Sep (BG , CW); 1 8, Big Bend SFWA (Whiteside 
Co), 1 1  Sep (DFS); 1 8, Putnam Co, 26 Nov (DFS); 1 6, Salt Crk Wds, 
29 A ug (DFS); 1 2 ,  Carl.L, 28  Sep ( KM).  

Hairy Woodpecker 
MC: 8, Putnam Co, 26  Nov (DFS); 8, Allerton P, 8 Sep (CW); 6, 
Carl . L, 28 Sep ( KM ) .  

Northern Flicker 
MC: 34, Schuyler Co, 20 Sep ( L L l l).  Red-shafted form: JO Oct (ad.  
female) , Rock Island/Henry Co border (EW). 

P ileated Woodpecker 
MC: 4, A l lerton P, 8 Sep ( CW); 4, P iatt Co, 4 Sep ( BG, CW). 
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Olive-sided Flycatcher 
EA: 4 Aug, Kankakee (JH); 14 Aug, Montrose H (RH). MC: 2, 
Kankakee, 2 Sep (JH); 2 ,  JP, 28 Aug (SF). LD: 24 Sep, n. Marshal l Co 
(DFS); 6 Sep, Lake Forest (Lake Co) (CG). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 
EA: 1 9  Jul, Linc.P (KH). MC: 46, Piatt Co, 4 Sep (BG, CW)-record 
fal l  high count; 27, M iddle Fork FP, 2 1  Aug (CW); 1 9, Carl.L, 3 Sep 
(KM); 1 3 ,  e. Kankakee Co, 6 Sep (DFS); 1 2, Hennepin L, 1 3  Aug 
(DFS); 9, s. Chi lakefront, 28 Aug (DFS). LO:  30 Oct, West Salem 
(Edwards Co) (EW); 24 Oct, Urbana (EC); l 9 
Oct, Grant P (DFS). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
EA: 2 1  Aug, Middle Fork FP (CW); 2 1  Aug. 
IBSP (JH). MC: 1, s. Chi lakefront, 28 Aug 
(DFS); 2, Kankakee, 2 Sep (JH). LO: 2 1-23 
Nov, JP (*PC, *DFS, TSS)-record I ll inois 
late date; 25 Sep, Wolf  L, LCal (DFS). 

Acadian Flycatcher 
MC: 6, Forest Glen Psv, 7 Aug (CW). LO: 8 
Sep, Lodge P (Piatt Co) (CW). 

"Traill's Flycatcher" 
MC: 5, Rainbow Beach, Chi, 28 Aug (DFS). 

Alder Flycatcher 

Northern S h rike 
EA: 23 Oct, Montrose H (LM, GW), present to 25 Oct (GW, RH); 24 
Oct, several records (see below). MC: 2, lBSP, 24 Oct (VB), at least 
one bird seen off and on through November (m.ob.); 2, Lyons Wds 
(Lake Co), 28 Nov (RH), one present here on 26 Nov (AFS, KLd). 
Others: 24 Oct, Northerly I (KW); 24 Oct, Lake Villa (Lake Co) (RB); 
24 Oct-8 N ov, Afton FP (De Kalb Co) (DJS, rn.ob.); 8-30 Nov, Paul 
Douglas FP (nw. Cook Co) (SS); 13 Nov, Greene Valley FP (Du Page 
Co) (AW); 1 4  Nov, Winnebago Co (DW); 1 8  Nov-Dec, Aurora West 
FP (Kane Co) (JD, m.ob.); l 9 N ov, Rock Cut SP (DW); 20 Nov, LCal 

(DFS); 26 Nov, Lyons Wds (Lake Co) (AFS, 
KLd); 26 Nov, Morris (Grundy Co) (DJS); 27 
N ov, Chinquapin Bluffs Psv (Woodford Co) 
( *MFr). 

White-e)'ed Vireo 
MC: 8,  Carl.C, 25 Sep (CW); 3, Forest Glen 
Psv, 7 Sep (CW); 2, Big Bend SFWA 
(Whiteside Co), 1 1  Sep (DFS) . LD: 7 Oct, 
Songbird S lough (Du Page Co) (AA); 5 Oct, 
Kankakee (JH); 28 Sep, Carl.L (KM). 

Bell's Vireo 

EA: 3 Sep, Lodge P (CW). LO: 26 Sep, 
Carl.L (EW); 1 7  Sep, Lodge P (CW); 1 3  Sep, 
Grant P (DFS). 

Vermilion Flycatcha Afton Forest 
Preserve, DeKalh Coun(v. 24 October 
2004. Photo by Torn Robbins. 

MC: 2, Kennekuk County P (Vermi l ion Co), 
9 Aug (CW); 2, McKee Marsh, B lackwel l  FP 
(Du Page Co), 6 Aug (ES). LD: 24 Sep, 
Adams Co (AD); 3 Sep, Carl.F (KM); 30 
Aug, Clin.L (TM); 22 Aug, Fermi  (UG). 

Yellow-throated Vireo 
MC: 8, Lodge P, 17 Sep (CW); 4, Adams Co, 
3 Sep (AD); 3, Lincoln Trail SP (Clark Co), 25 Willow Flycatcher 

MC: 5, Adams Co, 17 Sep (AD); 3 ,  South Shore, Chi, 28 Aug (DFS). 
LO: 6 Oct, Montrose H (MFk); I Oct, Adams Co (AD). 

Least Flycatcher 
EA: 1 8  .Ju l ,  JP (PC). MC: 6, Montrose H, 23 Sep (GW); 4, Allerton P, 
8 Sep (CW). LO: 2 Oct, Montrose H (GW); 2 Oct, Carl.L (KM). 

Eastern Phoebe 
EA: 2 1  Aug, LCal (WM); 3 Sep, Edwards Co (RS). MC: 1 0, Forest 
Glen Psv, 7 Aug (CW); 7, Big Bend SFWA (Whiteside Co), l I Sep 
(DFS); 6, Schuyler Co, 1 7  Sep (LLl-l) ;  6, Carl.C, 2 1  Sep (DFS). LO: 
5 Nov, Kankakee (J I-I) ;  3 Nov, Linc.P (GW); 3 1  Oct, Columbus P, Chi 
(AA). 

SAY ' S  PHOEBE 
24 Oct, Afton FP (De Kalb Co) (M KR:ph,TRs:ph). 

VERMILION F LYCATCH E R  
I 0 Oct-8 Nov, Afton FP (De Kalb Co) (l&HR:ph, DJS, CF:ph, TM:ph, 
K M:ph, '''ES, CAW, SB, SD, m.ob.). 

Great Crested Flycatcher 
MC: l!!, Middle Fork SFWA (Vermilion Co), 9 Aug (CW)-record 
fall high count; 4, Kankakee, 1 5  Aug (JH); 3, Salt Crk Wds, 29 Aug 
(DFS). LD: 29 Sep, M iller Meadow FP, Maywood (Cook Co) (JA); 25 
Sep, Kankakee (JH) ;  2 1  Sep, Chinquapin B luffs Psv (Woodford Co) 
(M Fr). 

Western K i n gbird 
MC: 6, East St. Louis (St. Clair Co), 2 Aug (JL). LD: 15 Aug, East St. 
Louis (St. Clair Co) (DIM). 

Eastern Kingbird 
MC: 25, M i ddle Fork FP, 5 Aug (CW); 1 6, Carl .L  23 Aug (KM). LO: 
21 Sep, Chinquapin Bluffs Psv (Woodford Co) (MFr). 

Loggerhead S h rike 
MC: 2, Carl.L, I I Sep ( K M, DK, TM, MD); 2, Coles Co, 1 9  Aug 
(CW). 
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Sep (EW); 3, n. Woodford Co, 1 8  Sep (DFS); 3, Carl .C, 1 7  Sep (KM); 
3,  Piatt Co, 4 Sep (BG, CW). LO: 4 Oct, Carl . L  (KM); 26 Sep, 
Galesburg (Knox Co) (DJM). 

Blue-headed Vireo 
EA: 8 Sep, Rock Cut SP (OW); 12 Sep, Salt Crk Wds (DFS). MC: 5 ,  
Busey Wds, 1 3  Oct (CW); 2, Salt Crk Wds, 26 Sep (DFS); 2 Carl.L, 
25 Sep (KM, IOS). LD: 6 Nov, Carl .C (DK); 30 Oct, Wolf Creek SP 
(Shelby Co) (EW); 30 Oct, Kankakee (JH, BR); 24 Oct, Busey Wds 
(EC); 1 9  Oct, Middle Fork FP (CW); 1 6  Oct, n. Marshall Co ( DFS). 

Warbling Vireo 
MC: 7, Middle Fork FP, 30 Aug (CW); 5, Putnam Co, 27 Aug (DFS); 
5, Momence Wetlands (Kankakee Co), 6 Sep (DFS). LO: 9 Oct, Palos 
area (Cook Co) (GW); 7 Oct, Kanknkee (JH); 2 Oct, JP (KC, G&SD); 
2 Oct, McDowell Grove FP (Du Page Co) (UG); 26 Sep, Warren Co 
(LLH). 

Philadelphia Vireo 
EA: 28 Aug, Lincoln M arsh FP (Du Page Co) (ES); 4 Sep, Boone Co 
(DFS); 4 Sep, Carl.L (KM). MC: 8, Salt Crk Wds, 26 Sep (DFS); 7, 
Carl.L, 28 Sep (KM); 6, Bloomington (McLean Co), 26 Sep (PO); 5, 
Chau, 16 Sep (KR). LD: 5 Oct, Kankakee (JH); 4 Oct, Carl .L  (KM); 
2 Oct, M cDowell Grove FP (Du Page Co) (UG); 2 Oct, LeRoy Oakes 
FP (Kane Co) (CC). 

Red-eyed Vireo 
MC: 2 1 ,  Piatt Co, 8 Sep (CW); 1 9, I l l in i  SP (La Salle Co), 10 Sep 
(DFS); 12, Salt Fork FP, 24 Sep (CW); 1 2, Salt Crk Weis, 26 Sep 
(DFS); l 0, Chau, 26 Sep (KR); l O, s. Chi lakefront, 28 Aug (DFS). 
LD: 7 N ov, Sangamon Co (HDB); 24 Oct, Busey Wds (EC). 

Blue Jay 
MC: I 08, Warren & McDonough Cos, 26 Sep (LLH); 1 06, n. 
Woodford Co, 1 8  Sep (DFS); 64, Carl .C, 2 1  Sep (DFS); 5 1 ,  Big Bend 
SFWA (Whiteside Co), 1 1  Sep (DFS). 

American Crow 
MC: 345, Kankakee, 30 Nov (JJ-1); 330, Champaign (Champaign Co), 
9 N ov (RJ); 300, Spfld, 3 1  Oct (RJ); 236, St. Clair Co, 5 Nov (KM); 
95, Wayne Co, 3 1  Oct (EW); 75, Wheaton (Du Page Co), 12 Nov (ES). 

Meadowlark 



Fish Crow 
MC:  2''· Q u i ncy ( i\da111s Co) .  I (J 1\ ug ( 1 -'.W ) ;  1 2 , I I L  . . 22 Se11 ( l( M )  
LD:  2 2  Se11 (sec above); 1 3  Sep, Qu i ncy ( J\d<1ms Co) ( i\ i ) ) , 

J lornecl La rk 
MC: 670, Momence ( l(<1nkakec Co), (, Sep ( l )FS) ;  350. Che1Ty V<l i l cy 
( 13oone Co). 4 Sep ( i ) l · S ) .  

Purple M artin 
MC: 551 1 ,  !Sp lld, 24 .l u l  ( l ) l 'S .  l( M,  I I D Ll, (�I ) ; 70. I, She lby v i l l e  
( Mou l l r ie C o ) .  l lJ  i\ug ( C W ) .  LD: 1 7  Sep, L l kcalu1· ( M<lco11 Co) 
( lS ) ;  8 Se11. P ial l  Cu (CW); 29 i\ ug. Monl rnse 1 1  ( lJ G ). 

Tree Swallow 
MC: 20511, Carl .L. 4 Oel ( K M ); 1 851 1 ,  Mc1·cdosia ( Morgan Cu). 1 7  Oel 
( EW);  J UOll, Clim1, 2 J\ug ( R.I ) .  LD: 28 Nov, C l i n.L ( DK. T M ); 20 Nov 
(2),  1 13 S P  ( A FS) ;  1 4  N ov, Cheu ( J( M )  

N orthern Rough-wi n ged Swallow 
MC: 400+, Chau. 24 J u l  ( lW ) ;  250. Swan L ( ,le 1·sey Co). 8 Aug ( KM ); 
2 1 0, l-knne11 i n  L. 1 3  J\ug ( Df'S ); 88, e. Krn1kakcc Co. 6 Sep ( DFS), 
LD:  20 Oel, Kanlrnkec ( J I-I ) . 

Ba n k  Swallow 
M C: 3800, 1-Jc n nepin L, 29 Jul ( DJ;S); 1 1 100, Chau. 2 Aug ( JU ). J O  
A u g  (CW, M R ); '!30, Cml .L ,  2 3  J\ug ( K M ). L D :  4 Oct ( I  0). Q u i ncy 
( A clr nns Co) ( A D); 25 Sep, Carl .8 ( KM ,  !OS) ;  25 Sep ( 5 ) ,  Car l .C 
(CW);  6 Sep (2 ) ,  e.  Kcn k<1kee Co ( DFS)_  

Cl iff Swal low 
MC: 1 300, Wauk., 1 1 J\ug ( l2S) ; 331 1 ,  Sal l  f'urk F P. 24 A u g ( C W ); 320, 
rishhuok Wild I i  le M a11agc111cnt J\rca ( Moul lric Co). 1 lJ Aug (CW);  
1 45 ,  C<irl.L, 23 A ug ( K M ); 1 40, G 1·ant I ',  I l l Aug ( Df'S ) .  L D :  25 Sep 
(4), C<1rl.C (CW, K M ) ;  4 Sep (8 ) ,  Piatt Co ( 8(i ,  C W ) .  

B a rn  Swal low 
M C: 1 000, Carl.C. Hi Sep ( C W ) ;  LJOO, Chau,  2 
A u g  ( R .I ) ;  250, Pulrn1 111 Co, 2 7  J\ug ( D FS) ;  230, 
Carl .C, 2 1  Sep ( DFS ). LD: 30 Oel, Foss P ( Lake 
Co) ( rl&KF) ;  1 5  Oel ( 8 ) ,  I l l ( K M ); 7 Ocl ( 3 ), 
Kankakee ( .1 1- 1  ) .  

Carol ina C h ickadee 
MC: 31. Carl .L.  25 Sep ( K M ,  I O S ) - rccorcl 
fall high cou n t ;  l!!. Fo1·esl G l en l'sv. 7 Aug 
( CW ). 

Black-capped C h ickadee 

( J ) l7S ); I J . Sal l  Ci·k Wds. 2h Sqi ( D I ' S )  Others: 1 8  J u l  ( 2 )  a11d in lo  
w i nte1·, .I I '  ( l'C). 

Brown Creeper 
EA: 4 Sep. P ia l l  Co ( r3C I _  CW) ;  h Sep, Carl .C ( JU ) ;  I ') Sep. lvl on lrnse 
1- 1 ( G W ). M C: 1 5 . Ra inbow 13eaeh. Chi, 1 5  Ocl ( l ) F S ). 

C a rolina \-V rcn 
MC: 1 5, Cml . L. 28 Sep ( K ivi ) : 1 3 , 1\ l lcr illn I', I Sep ( C W ) ;  1 1 . Wayne 
Co, 3 1  Oct ( L W ) ;  7,  l ' u lna111 Co. 2<1 Nov ( DFS). 

House Wren 
F:A: 28 Aug, R<1 i nbmv 13each, Chi ( D l .-S ). M C: 1 4, Ca1· l L, 28 Sep 
( J( M ); 1 4, Crn·l .C, 2 5  Sep (CW);  1 2 , Sa l l  Fork 1-' P, 13 Se11 ( C W ) ;  LJ, l3ig 
Gend S FWA ( W h i lcsidc Co), I I Sep ( D I'S) ;  9, Wa1-ren Co, 22 Sep 
( LL J-1 I .  LD: 22 Nov. C l i n. L (CW) ;  24 Ocl. Monlrnsc 1 1  ( Ci W ); 1 3  Oct, 
JP ( KC ) ;  J O  Oct. W<1rrc11 Co ( LL !  I ) . 

Wi n ter Wren 
F:A: 1 9  Sep. Monl 1'osc 1-1 ( G W ) ;  n Sep, Ca1· l .l ( J( M ). M C: 1 3 . 
Ra inbow 8each. C h i .  1 5  Oct ( DFS) .  

Sedge W re n  
EA: 9 Sep. J P  ( KC ); 1 6  Scti ( 3 ), M unlrose I I  ( ( i W ). IVI C :  7 ,  M iddle  
hirk F l'. 2 1  Aug ( C W ); 5 .  Ca1· l . rl, I Aug ( K M ). L D :  6 N ov. Yorkv i l l e  
( Kenda l l  Co l ( L W ) ;  2 6  Ocl, Monlrosc 1-1 ( C i W ) ;  1 6  Ocl, K<111k<ikee 
(.11-l). 

M ars h Wren 
E:A: l.lAng, Douglas P, Ch i  ( A A ) ;  3 Sep, Ra inbow 13eaeh, C h i  ( DFS).  
LD: 1 2  Oct. Paul  Douglas FP ( n w. Couk Co) (CT);  12  Oct,  M onlrose 
H (G W ). 

Golden-crowned K i n glet 
EA: 26 Sep ( 3 ). Salt Crk Weis ( DFS) ;  28  Sep, C<irl.L ( KM ); 2 8  Sep, 

CJa lcsburg ( K nox Cu) ( DJ M ) : 2 8  Sep (i lock),  
Ch<1 111paig11 (Cha111p<1ign Cu)  ( DT) .  IVI C: lJO, 
M iddle Fork 1 : 1>, I LJ Oel ( C W ) ;  78,  R<1 i nbow 
l3eaeh, C h i ,  1 5  Oct ( Df'S); 53, L i nd', 20 Oel 
( ( ! W ). 

Ru by-crowned Ki nglet 
F:A :  '! Sep, J(rn1kakce ( . 1 1 1 ) . MC: 78, M iddle 
Fork FP, I LJ Oct (CW);  40,  Rainbow [3eaeh. Chi,  
1 5  Oct ( DFS). LD: 2 8  Nov, Kanbkec ( . 1 1- 1 ) ;  2 1  
Nuv, J P  ( PC ). 

Blue-grny G n a teatcher 

MC: 65, Putrn1 111 Co, 2 6  Nov ( DFS);  58 ,  
Al lcrlon I ',  I Sep ( C W ) ;  4 1 ,  Sa l t  C1·k Wds, 2'! 
i\ ug ( DI 'S ) ;  2 1 ,  C h i nquap in  l3 l u ffs l'sv 
( Woodford Co), 6 Sep ( M er); 1 3 , G 1'< 1nt P, 8 Sep 
( D FS) .  

Tufted Titmouse 
MC: 36, A l lcrlon P, 1 Sep ( C W )  -record fall 
high cou nt; 24, Crn-1 . L, 28  Sep ( K M ) ; 1 3 , 
Putnam Co, 2!i Nov ( D FS) ;  8, n. Woodford Co, 

Red-hreasted Nuthatch at Mont
rose, Cook Count).'. 3 Octoher 2004. 

Photo hy Kanae !-fimhavushi. 

F:A :  22 Aug, Montrnse 1-1 ( G W ) .  MC: 32.  
Kennckuk County I '  ( Vcm1 i l io 1 1  Co) ,  2 7  Aug 
( C W )- recorcl fal l  high cou n t  by a s ign i l'iean l  
nrnrg in :  5 ,  Carl.I-', 1 8  Aug ( LLl-1 ) .  L D :  2 3  Sep, 
rlusey Wds (CW); 1 6  Sep, (iranl I' ( D l.-S ) ;  1 5  

Sep, Kankakee ( .I 1-1 ) .  

[astern Bluebird 
MC:  70, Carl.C, 1 6  Sep ( C W ); 33 ,  l l .  Wood ford 

1 8  Sep ( DFS) :  (1, Oswego ( Kcmla l l  Co), l) Oel ( Df'S) .  

Red-breasted N u th atch 
F:A: 2 1  Aug, .I P ( KC) ;  22  A ug, Monlrosc J-1 ( Ci W ) ;  28  Aug ( 2 ), 
Rainbow Beach, Ch i  ( DFS):  3 Sep, Loclge P ( C W ). MC:  20, Scncl 
Rclg, 2lJ Nov ( K M ); 1 5 , l l a111psh i re FP ( Kane Co), 22 Sep, with 1 4  
lhcrc on 2 8  Nov ( lS) ;  1 2+, Lowden-M i l ler  State Frn·est (Ogle Co), 
ecrly Clcl ( /\St);  1 2 , I B S P, 7 Nov ( K M ); 8,  lcvanston/Wi l 111etle, 24 Oel 
( f'.W ) :  8, K 1ch 111 Arboretum, Rk l(1, 23 Nov ( DW);  6.  Sa l t  C1·k Wds, 26 
Sep ( DFS); 6, Lodge I', 26 Sep (CW);  2 ,  Wesl Sa lem ( �dwards Co) 
( E W ). Very stm11g fl ighl .  

W h i te-breasted N uthatch 
MC: 46. Al lcrlo11 P. I Sep (CW)- record fall  high cou n t  amid sparse 
<iva i lable data; 26, Pulna111 Co, 26 Nov (DFS) ;  1 5 , 8ig 8cnd S FWA 
( W h i lesicle Co), 1 1  Sep (DFS) :  1 3 , I l l i n i  S P  ( La Sa l l e  Co), 1 0  Sep 

Vo lume 14, Num ber 2 

Co, 1 8  Sep ( DF S ) ;  2 7 ,  L She lbyv i l le  
( Shelby/Moutrie Cos) .  30 Oct ( lW) ;  23,  [3 ig rlencl S l'WA ( W h i lesidc 
Co), I I Sep ( D FS) .  

! TOWNSE N D ' S  S O L ITA I R E  
6 Nov, Lake Co.] 

Veery 
EA: 28 J\ug, L i nc . I' (COG ) ;  28  Aug (2), Rainbow 13cach, Chi ( D FS) .  
MC: 3 ,  Piatl Co,  8 Sep (CW) .  L D :  'J Oel ,  Mo11trnse 1-1 ( lS) .  Poor 
111 igrntio11 . 

G ray-cheeked Th rush 
F:A: 28 A ug, L ine.P (COC.I ) .  MC: 5 ,  CJranl P, 1 3  Sep ( DFS);  5 ,  Urba11<1, 
25 Sep ( DT) .  LO: 1 1  Oel, JP ( KC) ;  J O  Ocl, 1-l urnboldt P, Chi ( A A ); LJ 
Ocl, Chau ( K R ). 
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Swainson's Thrush 
l!:A: 22 Jul, Grant P (*DFS)-record early fall arrival, but see note; 
1 8  Aug, Linc.P (GW); 30 Aug, Middle Fork FP (CW ). MC: 87, 
LaBagh Wds FP, Chi, 12 Sep (GW) ; 70, Salt Fork FP, 24 Sep (CW); 
64, Wolf L, LCal, 14 Sep (WS). LD: 7 Nov, Carl.C (*WCR, KLt)
first post-Oct datum outside ne. Illinois, excluding two Christmas 
Bird Count records from w. Mercer Co (3 Jan 1 965 and 2 Jan 1 986); 
13 Oct, Busey Wds (CW); 10 Oct (4), Humboldt P, Chi (AA). Note: 
There is one earlier published arrival date in the Illinois journals, of 1 5  
Jul 1995 at JP (David Mandel l ) .  However, this b ird was singing and  i s  
perhaps better regarded as  an  extraordinarily late spring migrnnt or 
unmated summer wanderer. 

Hermit Thrush 
l!:A: 25 Sep, I-IL (FH); 25 Sep, 
Montrose H (GW); 26 Sep, Salt Crk 
Wds (DFS). MC: 3 1 ,  Linc.P, 24 Oct 
(GW); 25,  Saw Wee Kee P (Kendall 
Co), 9 Oct (DFS); 1 4, B L1sey Wds, 1 3  
Oct (CW). LD: into Dec. 

Wood T h r ush 
!!:A: 7 Sep, Grant P (DFS) . MC: 4, 
Adams Co, 6 Aug (AD). LD: 12 Nov, 
Sangamon Co (HOB) ; 2 1  Oct, JP (KC); 
1 3  Oct, Busey Wds (CW). 

American Robi n  

BOHEMIAN WAXWING 
20-29 Nov, Clin.L ( EW:ph, * BF, m.ob.).Sce article in this issue. 

Cedar Waxwing 
l!:A: 28 Jul (37), IBSP (EW). MC: 650, IBSP, 1 Sep (B&KF); 560, 
Kankakee, 25 Sep (JH); 220, Rock Cut SP, 30 Nov (OW) ; 200, Clin.L, 
14 Nov (KM); 1 95,  B ig Bend SFWA (Whiteside Co), l l Sep (DFS). 

Blue-winged Warbler 
EA: 22 Aug, Allerton P (CW); 28 Aug, JP (SF); 29 Aug, Salt Crk Wds 
(OFS). MC: n, Piatt Co, 4 Sep (BG, CW)-record fall high count. 
LD: 26 Sep , Carl .L  (KM,  IOS); I 8 Sep, Hennepin L (EW). 
"Brewster's Warbler": 28 Aug, JP (DCA) ; 4 Sep, Hampshire FP 
(Kane Co) (ES). 

Golden-winged Warbler 
EA: 22 Aug (2), Allerton P (CW); 28 
Aug, Montrose H (CLW et al.); 28 Aug 
(female), Ra inbow Beach, Chi (DFS). 
MC: 13., Piatt Co, 4 Sep (BG, CW)
ties for record fall high count; 7, Carl .L, 
1 1  Sep (KM, D K, TM, IOS); 5, 
H ampshire FP (Kane Co), 4 Sep (ES). 
LD: 25 Sep, Carl . . C. (CW); 22 Sep, 
Warren Co (LLH); 22 Sep, Grant P 
(DFS); 22 Sep, Linc.P (GW), Sec pre
ceding for hybrids. 

Tennessee Warbler 
EA: 7 Sep (20), Grant P (DFS). MC: 

13,300, Palos area (Cook Co) (roost), 
27 Oct (WS); 2600, Salt Fork FP, 2 1  
Oct (CW); 1 040, n .  Marshal l Co (leav
ing roost), 1 6  Oct ( DFS); 550, O'Fal
lon, 29 Ocl (KM); 5 1 0, Chinquapi n 
Bluffs Psv (Woodford Co), 20 Oct 
(MFr); 453, IBSP, 24 Oct (VB); 450+, 
Lincoln Cemetary, Lincoln (Logan Co), 

Northern Mockingbird. Cook County. 29 Novem
ber 2004 Photo by Eric Walters. 

EA:  22 Jul, Montrose H (KH); 22 Jul, 
Linc.P (STP). MC: 82, Piatt Co, 8 Sep 
(CW); 70, Carl .L, 28 Sep (KM); 4 1 , 
Warren Co, 22 Sep (LLH); 37, Salt Crk 
Wds, 1 2  Sep (DFS). LD: 23 Oct, Busey 
Wds (EW); 2 1  Oct (3), Salt Fork FP 
(CW); 20 Oct (2), Kankakee (JH). 

Orange-crowned Warbler 
16 Oct (EW). Note: There are several single-site high counts up to 
5000 or so American Robins, and a single-observer winter tally of 8000 
from Dec 200 1 ,  but th is fal l 's high count is the largest available for a 
single site in the recent I l l inois journals. W. Douglas Robinson notes 
in his 1 996 Southern Illinois Birds an exceptional count of "300,000 
migrating south, Mt. Vernon, Jefferson Co., 19 Oct. 1 987 . .. . " 

Gray Catbird 
EA: 1 8  A.u.g (2), Linc. P (GW)-earliest available fall  arrival date, 
but on ly four arrival dates previously published in the I l l inois journals. 
MC: 37, Salt Fork F P, 24 Sep (CW); 30, Carl .L, 1 I Sep (KM, DK, TM, 
MD); 2 1 ,  Hennepin L, 13 Aug (DFS); 20, Bloomington (McLean Co), 
26 Sep ( PO) ;  20, LCal, 25 Sep (DFS). LD: inlu Dec. 

Northern Mockingbird 
MC: 6, Golden Gate (Wayne Co), 3 1  Oct (EW); 6, Pembroke 
Townsh ip (Kankakee Co), 6 Sep (DFS); 4, Jackson Co, 9 Nov (KM). 
LD: 13 Nov, Clin.L (BG, RD); 2 Nov, Chau (OT); 18 Oct, Pembroke 
Township (Kankakee Co) (J I-I). 

Brown Thrasher 
EA: 28 Aug, Rainbow Beach, Chi (DFS). MC: 7, Forest Glen Psv, 7 
Sep (CW); 4, Carl.L, 28 Sep (KM). LD: I Dec, River Forest (Cook 
Co) (JA); 26 Nov, Chinq uapin Bluffs Psv (Woodford Co) (M Fr); 1 0  
Nov, IBSP (B&KF). 

E uropean Starlin g  
M C :  8000, LCal, 5 Oct (WM) ;  3505, La Salle Co, 27 Oct (RJ); 2 1 80, 
e .  Kankakee Co, 6 Sep (DFS); 1 600+, Cumberland Co, 30 Oct (EW); 
950, Grant P, 8 Sep (DFS). 

American Pipit  
EA: 1 1  Sep, Montrose H (GW, RH). MC: 1 25+, we. McHenry Co, 9 
Oct (EW); 95,  Kaneville (Kane Co), 20 Oct (EW); 47, Afton FP (De 
Kalb Co), 20 Oct ( OW). LD: 2 Dec, Urbana (CW) ; 25 Nov, Deer L F P  
(Lake Co) (EW); 1 8  Nov, Montrose H (RH). 
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EA: 14  Sep, Les Arends FP (Kane Co) (ES); 16 Sep, Chau (KR); 26 
Sep, Salt Crk Wds (DFS); 2 Oct, Carl .L ( K M).  M C :  I 0, Salt Fork FP, 
2 1  Oct (CW); 4, Salt Crk Weis, 10 Oct (DFS); 4, Montrose H, 4 Oct 
(GW) . LD: 20 Nov, Busey Weis (CW); 5 Nov, Kankakee (JH); 4 Nov, 
Rkfcl (OW); 3 Nov (2), Montrose H (WM, .IA). Other: 28 Aug, 
Montrose H-clocumentation pending review. 

Nashville Warbler 
EA: 22 Aug, Salt Crk Wds (DFS). MC: 25, Chau, 26 Sep (KR); 1 9, 
Salt Crk Weis, 26 Sep ( DFS); 1 0, Warren Co, 22 Sep (LLH). LD: 2 
Nov (2), Montrose H (OM); 2 Nov, Kankakee (JH); 24 Oct, Montrose 
H (GW); 23 Oct, Wheaton (Ou Page Co) (ES); 23 Oct, Busey Wds 
(EW); 2 1  Oct, Salt Fork FP (CW). 

Northern Parula 
EA: 9 Aug, M iddle Fork SFWA (Vermil ion Co) (CW) ; 22 Aug, Salt 
Crk Wds (DFS). MC: 4, Allerton P, I Sep (CW); 3, Salt Crk Weis, 26 
Sep (DFS). LD: 9 Oct, Chau (KR); 4 Oct, Carl.L (KM); 2 Oct, JP, 
(G&SD); 2 Oct, L Decatur (Macon Co) (EW). 

Yellow Warbler 
EA: 19 Jul, Grant P (OFS)-ties for second earliest reported arrival; 
28 Jul, Wauk. (EW) .  MC: 1 2 ,  Montrose H, 20 Aug (GW); 5, Hennepin 
L, 1 3  Aug (DFS). LD: 1 9  Oct ( 1 st year female), Grant P (DFS); 2 Oct, 
Montrose H (GW); 2 Oct, JP (G&SO) .  A number of records in late 
September and October; this species is often completely gone by then. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 
EA: 5 Aug, L Arlington, Arlington He ights (Cook Co) (JB). MC: 37, 

Piatt Co, 4 Sep (CW, BG)-record fall high count; 1 4, Sangamon Co, 
3 1  Aug (H OB, KB); 1 3 ,  Carl . L, 1 7  Sep (KM); 9, Linc.P. 22 Sep (GW); 
7, Fulton Co, 21 Sep (LLH); 6, Rainbow Beach, Chi, 28 Aug (DFS). 
LD: 4 Oct (5), Carl.L (KM); 2 Oct, Linc.P (GW); 27 Sep, Kankakee 
(JH); 26 Sep, Salt Crk Wds (DFS). 

Meadowlark 



Magno l i a  VVarhlcr 
EA: 7 A!!g. J, A rl i ngton, A rl i ng101 1  I I eights (Cook Co) ( .I RJ - rcconl 

cal'ly fall arrival by four clays; 22 Aug, /\ l lc11011 I '  (CW); 22 Aug (2), 
Sa lt Cr·k Weis ( f) FS). M C :  63, Pial l  Co, 8 Sep (CW);  24. Ch i , 1 2  Sep 
(GW);  22, Cari . I . , 28 Sep ( K M ); 20, C lrn nt P, 1 3  S(;p ( D FS) .  LD: I l l  
Oct, 1- lumboldi P, 'h i ( ;\ ;\ ) ;  7 Oct, Montrose H (GW );  4 Oct. Car l . L 
( K ivi ) ;  3 Oct, r:v�1nslo11 ( r;W). 

Cape M ay Wa rbler 
EA: 1 8  Aug, L inc.I' (GWJ; 28 Aug ( i 1 11111, female), Ra inbow Beach , 
C h i  ( DFS) ; 3 Sep, Lodge P (CW) . M C :  1 2, Linc.I', 2� Sep (GW); J O, 
Cirnnt I', 22 Sep ( D FS); 5, C l i n. L, 2 Oct (EW); 4. Wouelf<)l'(l-Tazewc l l 
l'co1·ia S FWA, 1 8  Sep ( DFS). LD: 1 2- 1 7  Nov ( i 111111. kmalc). J P  
(" 'PC ) ;  3 0  Ocl, Monlrosc H ( R H ); 30 
Oct, Cl i n. L ( M R el al.). 

Black-thrnated Blue Wa rbler 
EA: 28 Aug (rnale), Rainbow rJeach, 
Chi ( D FS); 8 Sep (fema le) , Pi att Co 
( CW) . M C :  2 (kmal es ) , McK in ley 
Wcls (W i l l Co), 1 8  Sep (WS); 2, Busey 
Weis, 1 3  Ocl (CW). L D :  1 8  Od 
( J'ernalc), �usey Weis (CW); 1 7  Oct, 
Arl i ngton Heights (Cook Co) (.IB) ;  J O  
Oct, Carl.C ( D K). Others: 1 1  Sep 
(ma le ), Carl . L  ( KM, DK, TM, MD);  4 
Oct (female), Carl .L ( K M ) .  

Yellow-rum ped Warbler 
EA: 16 Sep, Knnkakee (JI-I ) ;  25 Sep 
(2), Ga lesbu rg ( Knox Co) (OJM); 2 8  
Sep ( 3 3 ) ,  Carl . L  ( K M ) .  M C :  225,  Sal l 
Fork FP, 1 4 Oct (CW); 1 65,  Sall Crk 
Wcls, 1 0  Oct (DI'S). 

13 1ackpoll Wa ruler 
EA:  20 Aug. So1 1 lh Shu 1\:, 'h i  (COG); 28 Aug ( 3 ), l � a i 1 1 bow [leach, 
Chi ( DFS); 28 A ug. Monlrosc 1-1 (CiW); 28 Aug, Lincoln Marsh FP 
( D u Page C o )  ( E S ). M C :  1 7, Salt  C r k  Weis, 19  S e p  ( IJ FS);  1 1 , Pia11  
Co, 8 Sep (CW); 3 ,  Carl .C ' , 2 1  Ser ( Dl .-S).  LD: 24 Oct, L i nc. I '  (CI W); 
18 Oct. Bu sey Wds (CW);  1 7  Ocl, Arl i nglon I !eights ( Cook Co) (JrJ). 

Ceru lean Wai·ulcr 
EA : 3 0  J\ug ( m a l e ), Sangamon Co ( H i rn, K rJ ) :  I 
Linc. I' I G W ): I Sep ( fernalc). A l lcl'lon I' (CW). 
Montrose H ( IJW J. 

Sep ( l'c111 a l c), 
LD: 27_.SW, 

B lack-a nd-white Warbler 
EA: 1 8  Aug ( 2 ), Montrose H ( M Fk); 22 Aug, A llerlon P (CW). M C : 

40, P i att Co, 8 Sep ( CW ) ; 34, A l lerto n  
P, 4 Ser ( 13G, C W )--rt!COnl fall  high 
counts, wilh prev ious 111ax i 111a to 22 
birds; 1 4, Rainbow Beach, Chi, 28 Aug 
( DFSJ.  LO: 2 1  Ocl, Salt  Fork FP (CW ); 
5 Ocl, I l l i nois lnsti lute of Technology 
carnpus, Ch i  ( GW); 2 Oct (2),  Carl . L 
(KM); 27 Sep, Kankakee ( J H ). 

Amedcan Redstart 
EA: 22 Ju l , Linc.I' (C'LW)-migrant '!; 
1 2  Aug, CJmi'iclcl P, Ch i (AA);  22 Aug, 
A l lerton I' (CW). M C :  ill, P ialt Co, 8 
Sep (CW); 39, Rainbow Beach , Chi,  2 8  
Aug (OFS). LD: 1 2  Ocl, Ch i ( SP); 1 1  
Oct, Montrose 1 1  (GW); 9 Oct, f B S P  
( UG, OBC); 4 Oct, Cnl L ( KM). 

Prothonotary Warbler 

Black-throated Green Warbler 
EA: 26 Aug, JP (KC); 28 Aug (2 imm.) ,  
Rainbow Beach, C h i  ( DFS). MC: 2 1 ,  

Northern Panda. Montrose, Cook Coun(y. I 2 

September 2004. Photo by Jen}' Kumety. 

M C :  3, Sangamon Co, 30 A ug (HOB,  
K B).  LD: 3 Sep, Carl . F  ( K M ) ;  3 1 ALtg, 
Sangamon Co ( l-I Dl3, K B ) ;  2 1  Aug, 
Kankakee R (Kankakee Co) ( UG). 

Piatt Co, 8 Sep (CW ) ; 1 6, Carl.L, 28 Sep (KM); 1 2 , Sal t  Crk Weis, 26 
Sep (DFS); 1 2 ,  Adams Co, I Oct (AD). LD: 2 Nov, Linc.P (OM) ; 2 3  
Oct, Lodge P (EW); 20 Oct ( 3 ) ,  Urbana (CW). 

Blackburnian Warbler 
EA: 7 Ayg, JP ( DC/\); 22 Aug, Sa lt Crk Wds (DFS).  M C :  1 4, Piatt Co, 
4 Sep (BG, CW); 9, Salt Crk Wds, 29 Aug (DI'S); 5, Carl.L 1 1  Sep 
( K M ,  DK, TM, M D). LD: 22 Oct, Aclarns Co (AD); 5 Oct, Kankakee 
(JH); 2 Oct (2), Carl.L ( K M ) ;  2 Oct, McDowell Grove FP (Du Page 
Co) (UG). 

Yellow-throated Warbler 
MC: 3 ,  Ramsey L SP ( Fayette Co), 1 8  Sep (TM ); .  LO: 7 Ocl, L 
Decatur (Macon Co) (TM); 1 7  Sep (2), Lodge P (C W); 3 Sep, Carl .L 
(KM). 

Pine Warbler 
EA: 8 Sep (ad. male) , Grant P (DFS); 8 Sep , Lodge P (CW). MC: 2, 
Monlrose H, 27 Sep ( DW) .  LD: 21 Nov, Wilrnettc (EW, JK). 

Prairie Warbler 
MC: 9 Aug (2),  Kennekuk County P (Verrni l ion Co) (CW). LD: 12 Sep, 
Montrose H (TK, B&KF); 22-23 Aug (ad. female), Montrose 1-1 (GW). 

Pal m  Warbler 
EA: 4 Sep , IBSP (OW). MC: 84+, Clin L, 2 Oct (EW); 42+, Songbird 
Slough ( D u  Page Co), 7 Oct (AA); 26, Montrose H ,  4 Oct (GW ) ; 22, 
LCal , 25 Sep (D FS). LD: 29 Nov, Montrose H (LM);  30 Oct, 
Kankakee (JI-I); 26 Oct, Montrose 1-1 (GW): 24 Oct, Northerly I (KW). 

Bay-breasted Wa rbler 
EA: 28 Aug, Monlrose 1-l (GW). MC: 24, Piatt Co, 8 Sep (CW); 1 6, 

Forest G l en Psv, 7 Sep (CW); 1 2 , Hennepi n L, l 8 Sep (EW ); 8, Carl . L, 
2 Oct (KM);  7, Salt Crk Wds, 1 2  Sep (DFS) .  LD: 24 Oct, Busey Wds 
(CW). 
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Worm-eating Warbler 
LD: 7 Sep, lfl S P  ( RP); 7 Aug, Forest Glen Psv (CW). 

Ovenbird 
EA:  1 8  Aug, Montrose H ( MFk). M C :  3 1 ,  Pi att Co, 8 Sep (CW); I I ,  
Carl .L,  4 Oct (KM). LD: 1 5  N ov, Chi  (GW ) . 

Northern Waterthrush 
E A :  7 Aug, West Du Page Weis FP ( Du Page Co) ( ES); 13 A ug, 
Columbus P, Chi (AA).  M C :  1 4, Linc.P, 1 2  Ser (G W). LD: 2 Nov, C h i  
( RH); 2 1  Oct, Montrose 1 - 1  ( LM) ; 1 0  Oct , Salt Crk Weis (DFS). 

Louisiana Waterthrush 
MC: 4, Forest Glen Psv, 7 Aug (CW)-the on ly count >2 in the fal l 
sumrnaries. LD: 7 Sep, Skokie Lagoons (JB); 23 Aug, Forest Glen Psv 
(CW). 

Kentucky Warbler 
MC: 3_, Lodge P, 3 Sep (CW)-one of only two counts > I  i n  the fall 
summaries. LD: 2 1  Sep, Ch inquapi n B l uffs Psv (Woodford Co) 
(MFr) ; 1 8  Sep, Ramsey L SP (Fayette Co) (TM); 1 7  Sep (2), Lodge P 
(CW). 

Connecticut  Warbler 
EA: 2 5  Aug, Kankakee (JH); 2 8  Aug (ad. ma le), Rainbow Beach, Chi 
(DFS); 2 Sep, Middle Fork SFWJ\ (Vermi l ion Co) (CW). MC: 2 ,  Piatt 
Co, 8 Sep (CW). LD: 2 Oct, JP (G&SD); 25 Sep, Urbana (DT); 1 9  
Sep, Salt Crk Weis (DFS). 

Mourning Warbler 
EA: 20 Aug, Montrose H (CiW). MC: 6, s. Chi lakefront, 2 8  Aug 
(DFS); 3 ,  Pi att Co, 4 Sep ( BG , CW). LD: 20 Oct, U rbana (CW)-tics 
for record late date, exclud ing a 2 2  Oct 1 98 l datum clocumen lecl as 
a possible MacG il l ivray 's Warbler; 22 Sep, Grant P ( DFS); 22 Sep (2), 
Linc. P  (GW). 

77 



Common Yellowthroat 
EA: 28 Aug, Montrose H (MBC); 28 Aug (male), South Shore (Chi 
lakefront) (DFS). MC: 2 1 ,  Forest Glen Psv, 7 Sep (CW); 1 3 ,  Carl.L, 
28 Sep (KM); 1 2, LCal, 25 Sep (DFS). LD: into Dec, Humboldt P, Chi 
(AA); 26 Nov (female), Hennepin L (DFS). Poor migration. 

Hooded Warbler 
LD: 14 Sep, Bourbonnais (Kankakee Co) 
(JH); 8 Sep, Lodge P (CW). 

Wilson's Warbler 
EA: 28 Aug, Montrose H (COG, GW); 28 
Aug, JP (SF) . MC: 6, Grant P, 8 Sep (DFS). 
LD: 4 Oct, Montrose H (GW); 3 Oct, J P  
(DE). 

Canada Warbler 

Eastern Towhee 
MC: 1 4, Adams Co, 6 Aug (AD); 12 ,  Carl.L, 28 Sep (KM); 1 2, 
Kennekuk County P (Vermilion Co), 9 AL1g (CW). LD: 21 Oct, Grant 
P (DFS); 20 Oct, Linc.P (GW); 1 7  Oct, Nelson M (ES). Other: 1 5  
Aug, Kankakee (JH)-presumably a post-breeding wanderer. 

American Tree Spa rrow 
EA: 7 Oct (2), Songbird Slough (Du Page Co) 
(AA); 9 Oct, Kendal l Co (DFS); 14 Oct, 
Normal (McLean Co) (MR). MC: 365, 
Hennepin L, 26 Nov (DFS); 1 00+, Aurora 
West FP (Kane Co), 1 5  Nov (SFr); 80, Chi 
lakefront, 20 Nov (DFS); 77, Songbird 
Slough (Du Page Co), 20 Nov (AA). 

Chipping Sparrow 

EA: 1 8  ALtg, Wright Wds FP (Lake Co) 
(MK); 20 Aug (2), Champaign Co (CW); 22 
Aug, Salt Crk Wds (DFS). MC: 8, s. Chi 
lakefront, 28 Aug (DFS); 7, Piatt Co, 4 Sep 
(BG, CW). LD: 2 Oct, Carl.L (KM); 26 Sep, 
Salt Crk Wds (DFS). 

Yellow-breasted C h at 

Common Yellowthroat Montrose, Cook 
County. 1 2  September 2004. Photo by 
Jerry Kumery. 

MC: ill, L Storey (Knox Co), I 8 Oct (EW); 
80, Busey Wds, 18 Oct (CW); 57, n .  
Woodford Co, 1 8  Sep (DFS); 38 ,  L 
Williamson (Montgomery Co), 1 6  Oct (EW). 
LD: 18 Nov into Dec, River Forest (Cook Co) 
(JA); 1 5-20 Nov, Rkfd (DW). 

Clay-colored Sparrow 

MC: 4, Vermilion Co, 9 Aug (CW). LD: 23 
Oct, Carl.C (DK)-second latest fall record (and the only Oct datum 
for s. lllinois), excluding five winter records (Dec-Jan); 29 Sep, Mil ler 
M eadow FP, Maywood (Cook Co) (JA) ; 2 Sep, Middle Fork SFWA 
(Vermi l ion Co) (CW). 

Summer Tanager 
EA: 23 Aug, Carl. L  (KM). MC: 3, Ramsey L SP (Fayette Co), 1 8  Sep 
(TM, MR, DK); 2, Carl .L, 1 1  Sep (KM, DK, TM, MD); 2 ,  Allerton P, 
1 8  Sep (CW); 2, Lodge P, 23 Sep (RJ). LD: 1 8  Oct, B usey Wds (CW). 

Scarlet Tanager 
EA: 28 Aug, Rainbow Beach, Chi (DFS). MC: 4, Allerton P, 1 & 8 Sep 
(CW); 3, Salt Crk Wds, 1 2  Sep (DFS). LD: 13 Oct, Busey Wds (CW); 
5 Oct, Kankakee (JH). 

Spotted Towhee 
1 7- 1 8  Oct (female), Nelson M (Kane Co) (RA, *ES, SB, SD, m.ob.); 
3 1  Oct (female), Carl .C (DK). 

Summer Tanager Photo by Eric Walters. 
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EA: 20 A!!g, South Shore, Chi (COG)
record early fall arrival; 28 A!!g, Montrose 1-l (COG); 26 Sep, Chau 
(KR). MC: 2, Montrose H, 25 Sep (GW). LO: 16 Nov, Champaign 
(Champaign Co) (RJ); 3 1  Oct, Montrose 1-l (JG); 24 Oct, Northerly I 
(KW); 24 Oct, Montrose H (GW); 2 1  Oct, Kankakee (JH); 1 8  Oct, 
Busey Wds (CW). Poor migration; most records from Chi lakefront, 
but few reported even there. 

Field Sparrow 
EA: 22 Sep, Grant P (DFS). MC: 42, Middle Fork FP, 1 9  Oct (CW). 
LD: 14 Nov, N ortherly I (GW); 7 Nov, IBSP (EW); 6 Nov, Gil lson P, 
Wilmette (DD). 

Vesper Sparrow 
MC: 14, w. La Salle Co, 16 Oct (DFS); 8, e. Kankakee Co, 6 Sep 
(DFS). LO: 8 Nov, Ridgetop Hi l l  Prairie NPsv (Woodford Co) (Mfr); 
2 Nov, Kankakee (JH). 

Lark Sparrow 
EA: 20 J ul, Montrose !-! (RH)-easy record early arrival, but almost 
no data 011 onset of migration in Il l inois. MC: 4, Sand Rdg, 1 0  Aug 
(CW); 3,  Hennepin L, 13 Aug (DFS). LD: 24 Sep, Salt Fork FP (CW). 

LARK BUNTING 
Aurora West FP (Kane Co), 13 Nov through at least 18 Dec (*SC, 
AFS, *AH, SB, SD, m.ob.). 

Savan n a h  Sparrow 
EA: 22 Aug, Montrose H (GW). MC: 56, Northerly 1, 30 Sep (DFS); 
55+, N ortherly I, 1 1  Oct (AA). LD: 18 Nov, Montrose 1-1 (GW). 

Grasshopper Sparrow 
EA: 7 A!!g, Montrose H (RH:ph)-record early fall arrival by six 
days, but very few avai lable data; 12 Sep, lBSP (OW). LD: 14 Oct, 
Northerly 1 (DFS). Few reports. 

Henslow's Sparrow 
MC: 3,  Middle Fork FP, 21 Aug (CW). LO: 27 Aug (3), Kennekuk 
County P (Vermil ion Co) (CW). 

Le Conte's Sparrow 
EA: 3 Oct, Montrose H (AFS); 10  Oct, Aurora West FP (Kane Co) 
(SC). MC: 2, Lawrence Co, 2 Nov (RS). LD: 6 Nov, I BSP (AFS); 2 
Nov (2), Lawrence Co (RS). 

Nelson 's Sharp-tailed Sparrow 
EA: 1 6  Sep, Montrose H (RH, GW); J O  Oct, Kane Co (SC). MC: 2, 
Kane Co, 1 1  Oct (ES); 2, Montrose H, 25  Sep (GW); 2, Northerly 1, 9 
Oct (GW); 2, Springbrook Prairie FP (Du Page Co), 3 Oct (UG). LD: 
24 Oct, Northerly I (GW). 
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Fox Sparrow 
l:A: 1 'I Sep, I'm l( 1 va ( ) rove ( M d  lenry C 'o )  ( K l  .d ) ;  25 Sep, Wol I' L, 
LC:al ( DFS); 5 Oct, Kankakee ( J I-I ), MC; 7, Lone Gmvc Fl'  ( Kane 
Co), 1 5  Oct ( DJ S ) ;  (1, M<1llhiesscn S i ' ( I .a Sal le Co), 3 1  Oct ( DJ S ) :  4, 
s�1 11d Rclg, LJ Oct ( R. I ) :  4, ( ) rant '" 1 1 Oct ( DFS). 11001' m igration. 

Song Sparrow 
EA: 1 3  J\ug, Mn11tmsc 1-1 ( Ci W ) . MC: 63,  l l cnnepin L, 26 Nov ( DFS);  
3 5 ,  Wayne Co, 3 1  Oct ( 1 -:W ). 

Li ncoln's Spa rrow 
EA: 1 2  Sep, Montrose H ( G W ) .  MC: 9, C l i n. L,, 2 Oct ( LW);  7, LC:al ,  
25 Sep ( D FS);  7, .I P, 16 Sep (SF);  5 ,  Schuyler & McDonough Cos, 3 
Oct ( LL H ); 4, Carl . L, 8 Oct ( l( M ). L D :  20 Nov, 13ig Marsh, LCal 
( DFS); 24 Oct, Linc. r ( C i W ) ;  2 1  Oct, l-l u111boldt !', Chi  ( Ai\ ). 

Swamp Sparrow 
EA: 1 8  Sep, Linc. P (GW); 1 9  Sep, Salt Crk Wds ( DFS):  2 8  Sep, 
Carl L ( K M ) .  MC: 53, H en nepin L, 2<i N ov (DFS);  22, Northc1·ly I, 24 
Oct (GW);  22, Grant P, 1 1  Oct ( DFS) .  

White-throated Sparrow 
EA: 29 Aug, Elscn 's I l i l l ,  West Du Page Wds F P  ( D u  Page Co) ( ES) ;  
10  Sep, M ontrose H (GW),  MC: 400, Busey Weis, 1 8  Oct  (CW);  2(10, 

Grant P, 1 9  Oct ( DFS). 
. 

H a rris's Sparrow 
EA: 7- 1 0  Oct ( i 111111 . ) ,  Montrose 1-1 ( R I  I, G W ) ;  I 9 Oct (ad . ) ,  Grant r 
( DFS).  L O :  22 Nov ( i 111 111.), JP ( PC);  22 Nov ( im 111 . ) ,  River Forest 
(Cook Co) (JA). Few reports. 

White-crowned Sparrow 
EA: 1 0  Sep, Montrose H ( G W) ;  28 Sep (3) ,  Carl.L ( K M ) .  MC: 1 1 0+, 
Aurora West FP ( Kane Co), 1 5  Nov ( S Fr); 75, l l:l S P, 6 Oct ( B&KF);  
52,  Northerly I,  1 9  Oct ( DFS); 45, Wolf' Creek S P  (Shelby Co), 30 Oct 
(EW);  40, Chrn11paign (Champaign Co), 1 6  N ov ( RJ). 

Dark-eyed J unco 
EA: 26 Sep (2), Salt  Crk Wds ( OFS); 28 Sep, Galesburg (Knox Co) 
( DJ M ) .  MC: 1 97. Linc.P, 3 Nov (GW);  1 3 5 ,  Rainbow Beach, Chi, 1 5  
Oct ( DFS). 

Lapland Longspur 
EA: 1 8  Sep, Montrose 1-1 (.I I I ,  BR);  30 Sep, Northerly I (DFS) .  MC: 
severn l hundred. De K a l b  Co, 6 Nov (UG) ;  3 3 0, Lisbon Center, Lisbon 
(Kendall Co), 6 Nov ( EW); 90+, w. McHenry Co, 9 Oct ! EW). 

Snow Bunting 
EA: 14  Oct, M ontrose H ( R I-I). MC: 62,  I B S P, 10  Nov ( M Fk) ;  3 3 ,  
Winthrop Harbor ( Like Co) ,  1 3  Nov ( AFS);  27, G i l l son r, W i lmette, 
3 N ov (!:OW);  26, Montrose 1-1 , 2 2  Nov ( G W ). 

Northern Cardinal 
MC: 64, Carl.L, 2 1  Sep (DFS)-rccord foll high count; 46, Allerton 
P, I Sep (CW); 40, Oswego ( Kendall  Co), 9 Oct (DFS) .  

Rose-breasted G rosbeak 
EA: 2 1  Aug, JP ( KC);  28 Aug, Rainbow Beach, Chi  ( DFS);  3 Sep, 
Carl.L ( K M ). MC: 20, Carl . L, 2 5  Sep ( K M ,  lOS);  1 5 .  Piatt Co, 8 Sep 
(CW). LO: 1 6  Oct ( l'emale), Nelson M ( UG);  14 Oct. Kankakee (J I-I); 
1 3  Oct, Busey Weis (CW).  

Blue Grosbeak 
MC: 3, East St. Louis  (St. Cla ir  Co), I S  J\ug (DJ M);  2 ,  Fishhook 
Wildl i fe M anagement Area (Mou l t rie Co), I 9 Aug (CW). LO: 2 5  Sep, 
Carl.C (CW, K M ,  !OS).  

I n digo Bunting 
E A :  2 8  Aug (6), Shore Shore, Ch i  ( DFS) .  MC:  3 3 ,  Hennepin L, 1 3  
Aug ( DFS); 28, Omaha (Gal lat i n  Co), 2 <1 Sep ( EW);  2 5 ,  Cl l'l .L ,  2 1  
Sep (DFS);  23,  Rend L,  1 5  Aug ( K M ). L D :  28 Nov, C l i nton Co (CM 
f'iclc DK);  24 Oct, Linc.P ( G W ) ;  20 Oct, Kankakee (.11-1). 

Pai nted Bunting 
L O: 1 9  Jul  ( banclccl ma le), East St. Lou is  (St. Clair Co) (KM). The 
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vc1·y s1rn1ll hut rceu1·ring r·:ast St. Lou i s  breed i ng popu l� 1t iun has been 
1 cmovcd !him the I O R C  1\;v iew l i s l .  

I YARllW BUNTING 
1 4  N ov, Cook Co.J 

Dickcisscl 
MC: 1 2 , Fayelle Co, 24 Jul ( l( M ) ; 5, Hennep i n  L, 1 3  J\ 1 1g ( DFS). L D :  

'! Oct, C1rl.C ( DK);  8 Sep, Piall C : o  (CW). 

Bobo l i n k  
MC: 65,  Chau, 29 A ug ( C W ). L O :  I 6 Oct, Nmtherly I ( G W ) .  E A :  1 7  
J u l ,  I B S I' ( l:'.WJ, presumably a post-breed i ng wamlcrc1-. 

Red-wi n ged Blackbird 
MC: thousands leaving roost, Nelson M, 1 3  Oct (CC);  5 1  OU, Cirundy 
Co, 1 6  Oct ( DFS) ;  1 300 (roost). Beardstown (Cass Co), 1 7  Oct ( E W ). 

Easkrn Meadowlark 
MC: 1 2, Nelson M ,  2 3  Oct ( ES ) ;  9, C l i n. L, 2 Oct ( C W ). 

Western Meadowlark 
LO: 1 7  Oct (2), Crn·l.C ( D K :ph);  I (1 Oct, La Sa l l e  Co ( DFS). 

Yel low-headed Blackbird 
EA: 1 5  J\ug ( remale), East Cape Girardeau (Alexander Co) ( DJM);  
15  J\ug,  Chau !TM, DK) .  MC: 2 ,  Kenyon Farms FP ( Kane Co),  1 8  

J\ug (SC), and I s t i l l  present 1 9  J\ug (ES) .  L O :  24 Sep ( f'e111ale),  
1-lcnnepi 11 L ( D FS).  

Rusty B l ackbird 
EA: 8 Sep, Linc. P ( LM )-scconct earliest arrival elate; 1 8  Sep, 
1 lennepin L (EW)-record early arrival outside ne. I l l i nois, MC: 22, 
Aurora West Fr ( Kane Co), 15 Nov ( EW);  1 2, Chau, 14 Nov ( K M ) . 
Poor 111ovc111ent. 

. 

Brewer's Blackb i rd 
MC: 20, w. M c H e nry Co, 5 Sep ( DJ ). L O :  8 Oct (2), 8arrington 
(Cook Co) ( C FJ;  7 Nov, IBSP ( K M ); 13 Nov (7) ,  Stark Co ( EW).  

Common G rackle 
MC: 5600, La Sal le Co, 16 Oct (OFS); 3800, Liv i ngston Co, 1 5  Sep 
( FS) ;  2000, Chau, 2 Aug (RJ). 

GREAT-TAI LED GRAC K LE 
7 Aug, Cha111p;1ign Co (*CW ).  

Brown-headed Cow b i rd 
MC: 1 000, Carl.L, 1 1  Sep ( KM ) ;  470, M omence ( Kankakee Co), 6 
Sep ( DFS);  450, La Sal le  Co, 5 Dec ( DJ S) ;  300, Champaign 
(Ch;1111paign Co), 2 Sep (FU); 290, Kenyon Farms FP ( Kane Co), 1 9  
Aug ( ES ). 

Orchard Oriole 
MC: 2, Kankakee, 6- 1 3  J\ug (.11-1). L O :  7 Sep ( remale-pl u111aged), 
Grnnt P ( D FS ) ;  1 5  Aug, Rice L (TM, D K) .  

Baltimore Oriole 
MC: 1 1 , Kennekuk County P (Vermi l ion Co), 9 Aug (CW); 1 0+, JP, 
7 Aug ( KC);  6, Hennepi n L, 27 Aug ( D r'S). LD: 1 8  Sep, Hennepi n L 
( DFS);  1 6  Sep , Kankakee (J H ) ;  1 I Sep, Carl.L ( K M ,  DK, TM, M D); 
8 Sep (2), River Forest (Cook Co) (Ji\). 

Purple Finch 
EA: 3 1  J\ug, M o ntrose 1-1 ( G W ) .  MC: 27, B usey Wds,  IR  Oct (CW);  
20+, Ryerson, 24 Oct ( S B, SD);  1 5 , M il lcn iu111 P, Chi ,  16  Oct (RJ) ;  9, 
Hennep i n  L. 2 6  Nov ( DFS) ;  R, Sand Rdg, 29 Nov ( R&SB);  8, Nelson 
M ,  20 Oct ( EWl;  8, Saw Wee Kee I' ( Kendal l Co), 9 Oct ( D FS). 
Other: 24 .Jul,  JP (undocumentecl f'idc PC). 

House !?inch 
MC: 200+ , Aurora West FP ( Kane Co) ,  20 N ov (SB, SD);  1 05 ,  
Nelson M ,  20 Oct ( E W ) ;  I 00+, Cialesburg ( Knox Co), 3 0  N ov ( DJ M );  
8 4 ,  n .  Woodford Co,  1 8  Sep ( DFS); 5 0 ,  Sal t  C r k  Weis, IO  Oct (DFS) ;  
4 6 ,  Montrose 1-1. 2 1  Oct  (GW) .  
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Red Crossbill 
EA; 24 Oct (2 , Gil lson P, Wilmette (EW); 3 1  Oct, Sand Rdg (KR); 
6 Nov, :irl.C (DK, TM). MC:  48, Sand Rdg, 1 8  Nov (KM, KR, 
AF , ASr, MM); 20, IBSP, 7 Nov (MFk); 5, Afton FP (De Kalb 
Co), 22 Nov (RM), 

White-winged Crossbill 
EA: 3 Oct (female), Chau (*CSd)-third earliest arrival, and 
record early outside ne. I l l inois by ten days; > Nov (3), Gillson P, 
Wilmette (DD). MC: 1 5, Wauk. ,  22 Nov ( B); 4, Sand Rdg, 14 Nov 
(KR). Other: 2 1  Nov, Morton Arboretum (Du l'age .o) (D.FS . 

Common Redpoll 
EA: 7 Nov, Mundelein (Lake Co) (EL); 9 Nov (6), Sand Rdg (KR). 
MC:  1 7, Kiehm Arboretum, Rkfd, 2 1  Nov (DW). Other: 29 Nov 
(4), Winthrop Harbor (Lake Co) (SB).) 

Pine Siskin 
EA: 26 Sep (2), Carl.L (EW); 3 Oct (4), Winnebago Co (DW); 1 0  
Oct, Mississippi Palisades S P  (Carroll Cu) (EW); 1 2  Oct, Kankakee 
(JH); 1 3  Oct, Busey Wds (CW); 1 3  Oct, Galesburg (Knox Co) 
(DJM); 14 Oct, Normal (McLean Co) (MR); 22 Oct, O' Fallon 
(KM); 3 1  Oct, Pomona (Jackson Co) (RR). MC: 90, Lincoln 
Cemetery, Lincoln (Logan Co), 10 Oct (EW); 65, IBSP, 26 Oct 
(ES); 60, Glen Ellyn (Du Page Co), 14 Nov (JZ); 54, Clin.L, 29 Nov 
(KM); 4 1 ,  Kiehm Arboretum, Rkfd, 23 Nov (DW); 23,  Toulon 
(Stark Co), 20 Nov (JW); 22, Morton Arboretum (Du Page Co), 2 1  
Nov (DFS); 1 7, Pomona (Jackson Co) (RR). 

American Goldfinch 
MC: 85, Linc.P, 24 Oct (GW); 75+, Dakota (Stephenson Co), 9 Oct 
(EW); 75,  Chau, 9 Nov (TE); 59, Kankakee, 23 Nov (JH). 

Evening Grosbeak 
EA: 9 Nov (2), Sand Rdg (KR); 28 Nov, Hampshire FP (Kane Co) 
(ES). M C :  8-1 0, Hampshire FP (Kane Co), 30 Nov (JD). 

House Sparrow 
MC: 600, Northerly I, 30 Aug (DFS)-record fall high count. 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 
MC: 200, ha11, I 0 Aug (CW, MR); 49, Warren Co, 1 8  Sep (LLH ; 20, 
St. Mary (Hancock Co); 1 7  Oct ( EW); 20, Swm1 L (Jer�ey'Co) 8 Aug 
(KM); 1 8, n. of Keithsbllrg. (Mercer o), 18 Oct (EW); 17 Toulon 
(Stark Co), 25 Nov (JW); 1 5, Honey Bend (Montgomery Co), I 6 Oct 
(EW). Other: 16 Aug, Henry/Rock Island Co line (EW). 

Exotics: 

Great Tit: all fall (at feeder), Harvard (McHenry Co) (DF); 6 Nov, 
Coral Wds CA (McHenry Co) (DF). 

Blue Tit: all fall (at feeder), Harvard (McHenry Co) (DF). 

European Goldfinch: at least 12 Aug- J O  Oct, Montrose H (KH:ph, 
m.ob.). 

- Douglas F Stotz 
Conservation Ecologist/ Ornithologist 

Environmental and Conservation Programs 
Field Museum of Natural History 

1 400 S Lake Shore D1'. 
Chicago, IL 60605 

dstotz@fieldmuseum.org 
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Barred Owl at sunset. 

Argyle Lake State Pal'k, 

McDonough County. 

1 7  October 2004. 

Photo by Eric Walters. 


